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| SODDDDS SDPOSE 
| Preface. 


HAT Great Preacher of the Goſpel," 
and Inſatiable Admirer of the Lord Yau | 
Chriff, our Apoſtle Paul, in all his' 
Writings,but eſpecially 3 in the Epiltle,; 

which he wrote unto the Remans ,| which was by 

$Melan#hon well called, The Proteſtants Confeſſion of * 

Faith, | as well as his 'Ep iltle to the Galatians, * 

does abundantly maintain this * Article of our” 

Faith, That a man is not Fuſtified by the warks of ® 

the Law, but by the Faith of Teſus Chriſt. Tultt-" 

ping 444. is a Receiving of,and a Relying on, 

x. Gift of Righteouſneſs from God, by our Lord 

Telus Chriſt ; or,the Conſent of a Diſtreſſed Soul ; ? 
o be Tuſtified, by Gods Gractouſtly Imputing wunto. 
im, the Obedience which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * 
5 our Surety, yielded unto God, on che behalt of } 
is Ele. This Faith doth Fultify a Sinner,not 
5 It is a Work ; bur Organically & Relatively ; In- 
ſmuch as it is the Inſtrument, by which a man 
pprehends the Righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus 

hriſt, as freely Tendred unto the Sinher in the . 

A 2 Goſpel; 


4.3 


Goſpel ; Tis ah n this Regard, that Faith, We: 


NC Grice, but :bis Faith, ha's the Homour to Fuſti- \ hy 
7 us. This 1 the Good old Way, of arriving unto | T 
WReſt ; and, Aliter qui Vadit, cadit. T 
} But every 7eweb ha's a Counter feit And; How G 


| L it if all a man know, that his Faith in the Rig hreouſneſs 
3g of the Lord Feſus Chri#t , for bis Juſtification, is mot At 


I s Counter feit ? g nd 


\ To anfwer that Cafe, 'the - Bleſfed Apoſtle wag 


ame, under the Inſpiraticns of the Almighty, de- LE: 
Eclares unto us, the Marks Ot a Fuſtifymg Faith ; P 

and thoſe Marks are, the Wo2kg which it Der- an 
| Tcwally diſpoſes the Believer unte. 2 
{ Now among the Admonitions of the Apoſtle Oy 
to this purpoſe, there 15 a ſpecial Remark Tos to { 
Febat, in_ Jam. 2. 20. Wilt thou know, O vam {| - 
Fat, that Faith without works is Dead ? F 


| The Reader will preſently obſerve in this Re- 
Famnarkable paſſage ; both the Character of the | * 


A Faith, which does not produce and promote Good : ; 
"W | works jr the mars that hath ir : Tr is a Dead Faith; }} © 
| | Fic will be of nouſe unto the man in whom 1t 15; it | ff 
«| Can do nothing for him: and then, the Char acer ""m 
nn_ .of the Man who ha's this Faith He i is a Vain man, þ p 
= & he ſeems, and he boaſts, to have, what he hath fe 


| wt ; and he flatters himſelf wich Fopes that ne- 8 
is ver ſhall be made Good unto him. So that, we 
© Þ are now Aſfured, A Wotkleſs Faith is a 
Ba | Wozthlels Faith. 

1 _ . Paul, who Protefledly handles the Dodrine of 
= | Fuffeatin does eds aſſere, That no man 
living 


[-5- ] : 
living is 7»fified by Works, but a man is Tuſtifyed! 
only by Faith. Fames does nevertheleſs allerry 
That a man is 7u{tified by Works, and a man 15 
not Fuſtifed by Faith only. And yet, however! 
ſome of the Ancients, as well as Luther, ſtumbled 
at this Appearance of Contradiction,the Aﬀertions do; 
not Contradi& ohne another at all. Paul treats or 
our Juſtification before God, and the Right unto! 
Everlaſting Life, therein granted unto us, which? 
is only by Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Fames 
treats of that which may manifeſt our 7«ſtificanucn) 
unto er, that See & Hear, our Profeſſion of our! 
Faith ; and here Works are ſignificant.. 'I ke Con- 
{cience of a man, may be Giſtrefſed with a two-9 
fold Accuſation, $ 

Firſt, A man may'be Accuſed of Iniquity ; Te: 
may be ſaid, Thou haſt br cken the Law, and thereby: 
wronged the Name of God, and te terrible penalty of 
that Law, now belongs unto thee, The Anſwer to! 
this Accuſations is to be, My Lord Jeſus Chriſt ba's 
fully obey*d the will of God, and © ſuffered the penalty 
- due to me fer my Diſobedieuce * and I do by Faith de«3 
pend on this Righteouſneſs of my Lord Jeſus Chritt 
for my Acceptance with Ged for ever. 44 

Secondly, A man may be Accufed of Hypceriſy; * 
It may be ſaid, Thou Talkest of thy Faith ; but 1s it | 
not meer Talk ? How canſt thou prove, that thy Faith \ 
is any more, than what is in the very Devils them: | 
ſelves ? The Anfwer to this Accyſation is, The works 
of aSanttified man,which 1 am doing everyDay,are the” 
Proof of my a hereunto 1t 15 m_—_— | 

2 ” 


(6. ] 
; by Pan!,That a man is Fuſtified alone by Paith : but 
It is aſſerted by Fames,That a man is not FuStified 
{ by a Faith which is atone. The Queſtion diſcourſed 
# by Paul is, How aGuiltyPerſon may come to be Acquitted 
wt by the Lord, from all theGuilt that lies upon him?The 
Anſwer to this Queſtion, is, Not by any Works 


Faith applied unto us. The 
© by James, is, Woether a man pretending to Faith mn 
the Riguteouſneſs of the Lord' Feſus Chriſt, ſhall be 
| ſaved, though be continue without the works of an 
t Holy Life, agreeable thereunto ? The Anſwer to 
this Queſtion is, No, Such a man ha's no Saving 
Faith at all. And that Fames 1s to be taken in 
that ſenſe, is evident from This : He does inſiſt 
upon the Inſtance of Abraham ; and yet Abraham 


Works, which are faid here to Fu#tify him. Upon 
the whole then, we ſee Paul and Fames, Recon- 
Fs ciled, or, indeed , never contrdifting. And we 
i £+- are Adviſcd after all; Tis a Vanity in any man to 
+ Profeſs, chat he, ha's a True Faiihin the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, if his Faith be not Fruitfal in thoſe Good 
Works, which may 7uftify the mans Profeſſion. 


but be Exerciſed ; and we will here beſtow ſome 
of our Thoughts thereupon. 

The firſt Caſe which a Chriſtian,muſt Conſider, 
it he would be a ChriFfian, is, * OO 


4 h of our own, but only by the Righteouſneſs of our | 
& Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is, on our part, only by | 
| Queſtion diſcourſed 


was a Tuſtified man, Thirty years, before thoſe | 


a £6... i 4-1 a _ +24 Sw fv: wei .: Ss, I. $ Cas Bath 


"There are\/Two very Imporcant Caſes, about 
which the Thoughts of every Chriſtian, cannot | 


What 


a_ At a. a a_ ” %Y «a. a 


bat are thoſe 00d Works, which « True Faith, 
will Quicken & Incline the Believer unto ? R 


' Now we may thus conceive of them ; Gook: 

JIPozks, are Simcere Eſſayes to obſerve the Law of? 
God, Our Ged hath given, us a Rale of Life, in 
that which we call, The Mora! Law. None of our; 
Works are Perfeftly Good, if in any point they fall 
ſhore of that Rule, But none of our Works da 
Perfectly come up to the Rule, as long as we arg! 
lodgd in this Body which is ro Dy. The Beſt men 
alive, when they look upon the Beff Forks of their: 
Lives, may cry out, with 'one of the Ancients, 
Terret me tota vits mea, nam apparet mibi, aut Pec-: 
catum, aut tots Sterilitas ; The Sinfulneſs, anc Bar 
ranmeſs, of all my Life, ſtrikes me with a Deadly 
Terror of Soul! Nevertheleſs, there are Sincere: 
Eſſays towards Perfettion, which all Believers arg 
Conſcientiouſly making every Day, Now theſis 
n-# Efſayes are Good, in the Merciful Reckoning- of 
'7e | God,ourFacher in ourLordJeſusChriſt. Tho' nong 
to of ourStimcereEſſazes atWel-doing are ſuchGuod works? 
us} 85 to Tuſtify us, before that Thrice Holy God, who! 
14 | 15 Of Purer eyes than to beholdEwil,8& whoſePureEzes. 
; yet behold in our Geod Worksa world of Evil : Yet: 
at 8 Our Sincere Eſſayes are pleaſing unto cur Goo,who' 


* 


by His Good Spirit ha's Excited them, & Afliſted} 


=». 


1 The Delight of the Lord ; and ſuch Good Works, 
+ as our Alms, are, as tis ſaid, in Heb. 13.16, The } 
Sacrifices where-with God is. well pleaſed. 


# But now, to ſpeak ſtrialy, Good Wozks muſt 
have theſe Four Ingredients to render them ſveb. 


= 
AY 
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bE & Firſt ; The Matter of our Works muſt be, ac- 


: 


P& 


eng cording to the Law of God,or ,His Jil Revealed | 
— # in His Word. The Prophet could ſay, in Mic. fc 
it 6. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, the thing that is 
+ God ; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
W' ro Do Juſtice, and to Love Mercy, and to walk Hum- 
i bly with thy God. Good Works muſt be ſuch, as the 
i Lord hath ſhews to us, that He hath Required of 
# us. They are no Good Works, whereof our. God 
* may ſay, Who hath required 'em ? Works of Prety, Þ 
FF are Good Works ; for we have the Word of our ff pg; 
## 'God for them ; as in Pſal. 92.1, It is aGood 
Thing to give Thanks unto the Lord, Works of 
A Charity are Good Works; for we have the ord 
{3} of our God for them ; asin Heb. 13. 16. To Ds 
£5 Good, and to Communicate, fo-get not, No works 
(| —"F# are Goed, but ſuch as are contained in the Two 
FL; Tables of the Ten Commandments; the Command- 
© "WL ments of Love to God, and of Love to Man. 
+ © Bur unto the Conſtitution of Good Works, it 15 
7 Not enough, chat the matter of what we do, be | 
=&4 according to the Law of God. Men may do | 
'* Forks that ſhall be Good for the matter of them, 
| -and yet, Every work of their Hands be unclean, 


Þ | ſaith the Lord, Plowing 15 Lawiul, and Praymg 
"BRI OD es Brom es. 
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is Lawful ; and yet theſe works may be ſinful 
{ in the Doer of them. Wherefore, - 
s Secondly, The Manner of our Yorks, muſt 
be Right, as well as the - Matter of chem. A © 
man may incur the Wrath of God, by his Goes 
EHorks, 11 he do them not in any manner aCcor- 
ding to the Law, as they ſhould be done. We 
Efind, in x Chron. 15. 13. The Lord our God is 
F offended at thoſe who Seek Him not after the due 
Order. , No meer External Aﬀions are to be E- 
Iteemed Good Werks ; there muſt Internal Cautions 
$go along with them; elſe they are but the 
Matter of Good Works, without the Form. Good 
Works muſt be done with Regular Circumſtances, 
if they would be called, Good. 2 
| Thirdly, The Defign of our Works muſt be 
{ Right, as well/as the anner of them. The De- 
fign which the Law of God has afligned for our 
Good Works, is, That the Great God, may be 
acknowledged, and magnified, and glorified: 
And the Goſpel of God, coming in, has afligned 
a further Deſign for them ; namely, To expreſs 
our Gratitude unto our Lord-Redeemer, for His - 
Redeeming of us. Thus ftis Enjoined, in x Cor. 
Io. 30. Whatever ye dv, do all.to the Glory of God. 
An Evil Intention will utterly ſpoil any Good | 
$ Works, tho* they were otherwiſe'never ſo Good. 1 
J And 'a meerly Selfiſh Intention is an Evil one. 
Good Works muſt all be done, with an Eye, ta. 
the Honour of God, and the Service of Chriſt, 
before any Temporal Advantage to Self ; elle the | 


Beſs 
Beſs. 


| { x0, ] 
| Beff Sacrifices are but an Abomination. | 
| Fourthly, Good Works muſt proceed from af 
Good Principle ; or otherwiſe they will have :no 
Real Goodneſs in them. Waters that Flow from 
a bitter and a poifon'd Fouytain, can't be Good 
A Good Heart, Like a Good Fountain, muſt be the 
Principle, trom whence Good Works are to flow. 
We are told, .in Mat. 12. 35. A Good man, out 0 
7 the Good Treaſure of the Heart, bringeth forth Goo 
wt Things, A Good Principle within, is a Good Tres- 
it ſure of the Heart, Works done meerly from 2 
Principle of Slawiſh Fear, or Fleſhly Love, are not 
G04, tho* they be never ſo Good. There muſt 
be a Principle of Reſpec# unto God in Chrift, woo- 
Ing us unto all our Good Works, or elſe they are 
W Stark Nazught. Yea, the Spirit of our Lord Je- 
WT fus Chriſt, muſt be in us, as a Vital Principle, far 
i}. our Good Works, or elle they are Dead Works 
every one of them. Hence, no Good HWarks 
were, ever done by any one Unregenerate man, 
ſince the World began ; for every Unregenerate 
man 1s deſticute of the Principle, which is to be 
acted in them : the moſt Splendid Works of the 
- Unregenerate, are but ( as Anſtin call'd them ) 
Splendid Sins betore the Lord. 
And now there .is a Second Caſe which al 
Chriſtian has to conſider, that ſo he may be 
Nirred up, and helped on, ta do thoſe. Geod 
Works by which he may approve himſelf itideed 
'a Chriſtian, 


Where 


——— --— - 


« * 


| f IT. " | 
| Where Lies the Neceſſity of Geod Works,in a Tuffti- 
| fied Belsever,ro Tuſtifie the Faith, which be is @ 


Profeſſor of 2 


Now we do know this; That our Good ' 
Works are not Antecedently neceſſary unto our Ju- 
fification before the God of Heaven”* For Good | 
VYorks cannot be done by any man, until he be ' 
Fuſtified. Until a man be United unto the Lord * 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is 'our Life, he is a Dead man.: 
and what Geod Works can a Dead win do ?- This 
is a thing Lzve/ily Preached unto us, by - our 
Lord Himſelf, in the fifteenth Chapter of Febz; 
The mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Hence that 

2 common faying of Auftin, Buns Opera ſequuntur . | 

el Fuſtificatum, non pracedunt TFuſtificandum. No, 
nor is Faith it ſelf, As doing of Good Works, that 
which Entitles us unto the Righteouſneſs of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for our Fuſtifcation ; Tis 
Faith, only As it Layes Hold on the - Righteouſneſs 
of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, for the chief of Sinners, 
that fu#iifies us; And until this be done, we 
_ be carried torth unto any Good Works at 

all. 

But then, Good Works, are conſequently necefſa- 

Y ry upon our Fuftification. Tis indeed ſaid, That 
God Juſt ifies the Ungodly ; but then, He does not 
Leave them Ungodly when He hath Fuftified 
them. . Well, And where Lies: the Neceſſity ? 
Truly, if we would not be vain me, we miſt | 
Know tach Things as theſc. 

_Firt, 


'-- I. | 

Firſt, Wilt thou know, O man © That it is in 
| the very Nature of a Juſtiſping Faith, to. 
-put a man upon. the Doing of Good Works. 
Faith 1s a Purifier of the Heart : | Acts 15.9. | 
and fo, it cannot but be a Purifier of the Life. 
The fame Faith, which Embraces the Lord Jeſus 
- Chriſt, as a Prieſt, for Aronement, ( and As doing 

this,it 7/7ies!) Embraces Him alſo,as a Propher, 
& as aKing : Now this Prophet will Inſtruct,& this 
King will [njozn, our doing of Good Works for e- 
ver. A fuſtifymg Faith, Receives Chriſt the Sa- 
erificer , and the Interceſſor 3 and in that Notion, 
it Zſtifies: But is this all ? No, it alſo, accor- 
ding to Col. 2. 6. Receives Chriff the Lord. Now 
Good Works are by that Lord Required, *Tis no 
True Faith, which any man hath, if it be not forf 
a while Chriſf, The Devil ſaid unto our Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt, What have we to do with thee, Thou 
Holy One ? If a-man would be concerned with 
our Lord Jefus Cirit, only as a Merciful One, 
and a Gractons Cine, 2nd not likewiſe as an Holy 
One, that man has no more Faith than a Dewil ! 
Tuſtifymg Faith 13 a Tree, which cannot but have 
the Good Fruits of God [Yorks growing upon 1t. 
It 1s the He!y Spirix of Ged, that Creates, and} 
that Befows, a Fuſtifying Faith, wherever it is;] 
and that Holy Spiric cannot futter any Soul; in] 
which He dwelis, to be wholly Remiſs about 


the Good Works which are agreeable unto His 
Holineſs. * | : , | 


Briefly ; *T1s in the very Nature of 2 SG 
Wi Fait 


i; 

RL Faith to be a Working Faith, The Scriptures of 
\ Truth, aſſure us, in Gal. 5.6. Faith works, by 
ove. It was well {aid, therefore by . Foby Hus, 
| 7bi Bona Opera non apparent ad extra, ibi Fides non 
| ad intra: Faith is not within, if Good VVorks 
« re not without, Faith muſt become v1//iv!e, and 
- M25 bath been fometimes taid ) Incarnate, by Good 
> Yorks upon it. | | | 
<= Again; #4 thou know, O man ? That Good 
orks are no Small part of the Great Salvation, 
bich is the Hope and claim of all the Fuſtified. 

Dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath Kedeemed us by His 
Slood ; What for 2? We are informed, in Tit. 2. 

4. To purify unto Himſelf, a peculiar People, zealous 

f Good works, The tollowing words, Let no man 
Yeſpiſe thee, Calvin thinks chem ſpoken to the Peo- 
le, becauſe People often don't care to! Hear of 

IS 3 but 1t isa Thing to be ſpoken with all Au- 
ority. A main Thing, Bought for us by the 

&zp breouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is, that we 
nay be made Happy, by our Enjoying a Reſem: 
ance of that Rip lgeouſneſs, in our own doing of 
Wood 2orks, whercin we ſhall be conformed unto 
1s Exemple. The Doing of Gosd works, is One 

ain Thing, in that Bleſſedneſs, which our Lord 

{us Chriſt bath.put chaſed tor vs, in His being 
ade a Curſe on our behalf : And a man ha's no 

rue Faith in him, until ke be thus perfſwaded ! 
ery grand is the miſtake of men, about Selva: 
fon : Salvation is not meerly our Fruicion of the - 
ur 00a Things reſerved for us, in the unten ant fu- 
ith cure 


ture ſtate; but Salwption lies, alſo in our Perfor- | C0 
nance of Geod works leading thereunto. Our J%* < 
Captivity tothe Dewil, 15 that from which we are 
In our Salvaticn reſcued : and that Captivity keeps 
a man from doing Ot Good works. For a man to 
be ſet ar Liberty fiom the Dewil,and fo to do thoſe 
Good works, which are , contrary to the Works of 
the Devil, This, This is onr Salvation. A mans 
being made Able and Willing to Da Good works, 
like the Good Iinpels of Heaven, This is the Sal- 
vation, which Faith does make out aſter ; Tis the 
End of our Faith, and the Salvation of our Soul. 
Furthermore ; Wilt thou know, O map ? That 
the Commandment of Heaven hath miade Geod 
works incumbent on every man on Earth. Tis *% 
true, when we are in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we-W* 
are not under a Covenant of works, Our own do-ff nd 
ingof Good works, is not now, the Condition of Þ*' 9% 
our Entering imo Life. But ſtill, the Covenant of ork 
Grace does not Relcaſe us, from all Obligation, to $9. 
do thole Geced w92rks, which once were the Terms M 
of our Entering imo Life ; the Language /of it 1s 
that in- Rom. 3. 31. Do we then make woid the 
Law threugh Fauhb? Gd forbid : Yea, we Eſtabliſh 
the Law. Becauſe we.are under the Covenant of 
Grace, are we not {till obliged unto all that Holz- 
neſs, all that Watchfulneſs, all that Exatineſs, which 
was Cemanded in the Old Covenant ? Goa forbid ? 
Yea, we do {till ſo Efablifh the Law, that it we 
Fiil in any one thing, tis our Sin, it ſhould be our 
Grief, it will be our Shame z and we muſt, with 
contri 


/ 


T5. 
Contrition of Heart, make our Confeflion, That 
we, come ſhort of our Duty. Indeed; becauſe we 
cannot but continually Tranſgreſs, and, Is many 
things we offend «ll, therefore the New-Covenant 
ha's provided a Remedy for us : Tisonly the Good | 
works of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Reputed Ours,that 
cauſe us to faxd as without Fault before the Throne | 
of God. But we muſt own it itill, as. a Fault in 
us, a Fault worthy of Death, whenever we mils 
of doing any Thing, that is demanded as a Duty, 
in the Old Covenant : There is a Sin, in Every 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law ; a Sin 'to be Confelſled, 
Bewayled, Abhorred. Yea, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in the Goſpel, doth, How eften ? Repear 
thoſe Precepts ; in Math. 5. 16, Let your Light [6 
hine before men, that they may ſee your Good works + 
48nd in Tit. 3. 8. This is a Faithful ſaying, That they 
fÞvbich have Believed in God, ſhould be careful of Good 
Fwerks : and in x Joh. 2. 1, Theſe Thivgs write I 
to you, that ye do not Sin. 

Moreover ; Wilt thou know, O man ? That 
71thout Good works we are Abominably & Incx+ 
uſably Ungrateful unto our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ho hath done fo many kind works for us ? The 
Evangelical Reaſen for our Good works, is, That we 
ay !how our Thankfulneſs unto Him, Who ba's 
ved us, and gives Himſelf for us ; unto Him,Who 
e's Loved us, and waſhed away our Sins jn His own 
Blood. If a man have the leaſt Grain of True 
Faith in him, he will make that Enquiry before 
dur Lord Tcius Chriſt, in Plal. 316, 12, What 


ſhatl 
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foe? 1 rtnder to the Lord, for all His Benefits? 
ow theReply thatFaith makes to thisEnquiry,is 
the ſame that our Lord Himſelf makes ; Let thoſe 
Good works be done, which may adorn the Dottrine 
of God the Saviour ! It was argued,. in Rom. 12. 
I. 1 beſeech. you Brethren, by the mercies of God, thi 
ye preſent yeur Bodies, a Living Sacrifice, Holy, Ac- 
ceptable to God, 1 hich is your Reaſonable Service 
' Even fo, All the Return, which our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt expe&s from us, for all His Mercies, is 
That we Devote our ſelves unto the Service of ou 
Lord : And Faith lays, That this is a Thing infi 
nitcly Reaſonable. Where Faith has been infuſee 
into the Heart of any man, there is no Motive 
unto Good YVVorks more powerful than this upor 
him. If he could think, 7 ſha.l eſcape Hell, yea; 
T (hall merit Heaven, by my good works! This were 
not ſuch a powerful motive to good works, for z 
Heart that has Faith in it, as to think, I ſhall by 
my goed wirks Glorify ny Bleſſed Lord Teſus Chriſt | 
who has done ſo much for me ! That man has no 
Faith in him, on whom this motive has not a ve 
ry conſtraining operation. For us to be without 
gaod works, would be an horrible Reproach untc 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ”as 1t He were, A Patron oj 
Sin, and as if He were a God that bad pleaſure 3 
wickedneſs, and evil. might dwell with Him, Nov 
a True Faith wili never let a man be ſo wicke: 
as thus to Reproach the Lord. Fooliſh and Unwiſ| 
are all they, that thus Requite the Lord! d * 

Finally, YVilt thou know, O man? m_ ar] / 
vary < 
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Heart ſet for the Doing of Good Works is a Quaz 
>| lification, and a Preparation of chem tnar ſhall ' 
Inherit the Recompences of EverlaſtmgLife.'There 
is no paſling into the moſt Holy Heavens, with- 
F out being,as ftis expreſſed in Col.1 12. Made meet \ 
to be Partakers of thelnheritunce of theSaints mLight. 
All the Partakers of the Heavenly peritance, are 
Gaing of Good Works therein for ever ; they do 

nothing but Good works there throughout Eternal 
Ages, Now, except a man have an Heart for 
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warned us, in Heb, 12. 14. Without Holineſs, no |; 
#11 ſhall ſee the Lord, Thot we ſhall not go co 
Heaven For. our Good works, we cannot g0 td 
Heaven wi#hout them. | 
* Now what ſhould be theReſult of ourThoughts 
Japon theſe Two Caſes thus offered, but This 2? 
| We are to be adviſed, firft of alt; That we 
Go not Expect, to be Fuftified by our Good works, | 
or to Do any Good works until we are Fuſtified at 
our Believing on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, It is of 
no little Importance unto us, That our Good works 
| have their due place in our Divinity: and many 
['Treatifes of fuch Divinity as the Engliſh Nations 
| Has been of later years Defiled and Abuſed with- 
al, have not only been Ineffe&ual to procure thoſe ||. 
Good Works, which they have pretended for, but %, 
alſo been really prejudicial thereunto, for their þ 
| want of This. We muft Beware how we go to 
patch up a Righteouſneſs of our own, out of thoſe 
| Good works whereto God may Enable us, or do A, 
| 8} like them, who in Rom. ro 3. Being igtorant of egy 
| nt Gods Righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their gs 
"- own Righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves un- FF 
vo zo the Righteouſneſs of God. "There 1s not a more ;p, 
{ fatal Rock for the Shipwrack of a Soul, than this!Þ,,, / 
| When Sinners are Awakened, with the Appre- lt 
$ henſjons of the Divine Vengeance purſuing of 
& them, for their Sins, this 1s the Firſ® Thing that 
F they uſually betake themſelves unto: They fly 
$-Firſf unto the Good Works of -a Reformation. in 


LG Sixir-daulty Lives, No, 0 vam man ; Wilt thou 
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Know ? Thy Firſt Flight ſhonld be unto the Lord ' 
Jeſus Chriſt, for His Righteouſneſs to be conferred 
pon the moſt Loathſome Sinner out of Hell ; * 
Knd that thou: mayſt, Be found in Him, not having.” 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,for thy Fuſft:fication,until 
dy doing of Good works thou art made Fit for the * 
mputation of that Righteouſneſs. Many fay, in- 
deed they would Lay Hold on the Lord Jelvs : 
Chriſt, and on- His Righteouſneſs, but they dare 
or, becauſe they are not Fit for Him, Alas, this! 
balſo is but another and a finer ſtrain, to ſet up | 
four own Righteouſneſs, How, Net Fit? The 
wretched circumſtances of thy Sou), that mpke 
thee ſay, Net Fit, are thy very Fitneſs, We mult 
Scome to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt For thoſe things, 
0 Fwhich the prepoſterous Hearts of mgn . would 
F gcome unto Him, With. It is an Error- for men 
to venture their Everlaſting Intereſt upon the 
*"pLord Jeſus Chriſt under thisEncouragement, That 
© Bibey have attained unto ſuch and ſuch Godly Diſpoſiti- 
"$15, as will Recommend us ynio Him ; We mult go 
&- fto Him, and His Righteouſneſs, ar:d venture to 
| caſt qur ſelves upon it, as Recommended by na- | 
thing, but our own Horrible miſery, thereufta.. 
'y ary It will never make Stmcere Converts, te 
Ry} talk of Rapping off mens Fingers from catching Hold 
a of Chriſt, t4 A are fy HA Him, wy "_ 
| @ 4 2 Catching | 
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£5'cbing Held of Him, that muſt make us Fit for 
| Him, and for every Good work! We ſhall do 
+ Good Weirks when we have come utterly with- 
out them, unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, firſt, for a 
F ſhare in the Righteouſneſs of the Good Works which 
t He did for ns, and then, for the Afliſtance to 
| Do Goed Works our ſelves, in a meaſure Like 
unto them. Well, and when we Fay: Done 
our Good Works, we muſt after all, Remembe 
this, That we are to Renomce them all ; Renounce 
all Dependence on them tor the purchaſe of the 
Divine Favour unto us. When ſome told ou 
Dying Herbert, the many Good works which he 
Had been doing in his Life, he only ſaid, Good 
Works, if ſprinkled with the Blood of Chriſt! It i 
the Blood of Chriſt, and not our Good works, that! 
muſt be of any value with ns. They that Buildp 
thair Faith on their Good 2orks, Build on a Sar 
dy Foundatian': "The Primitive Chriſtians were 
ſound in this Article ; ( «fin Martyr will clear 
it : ) That we are Juſtified only by a wonderful 
Commutation between our Lord and us, He taking 
our Guiltineſs, and we having His Righteouſneſs : 
*Tis well declared by Cyprian, Non aſpernatur 
Dei Filius carnem Hominis induere, ut cum peccar 
 #pſe nowt' poſſet, aliena peccata portaret, Immortalita 
ze interim poſita, fieri ſe mortalem patitur, ut Inno- 
cens pro Nocentium Salute Perimat:s : *Tis well de- 
clared by Theodorer, who Expounding that paſ- 
* 'dage in the Pſalms, I reftored that which I took no 
| away, appligs ic unto our Lord Jeſus TT. 7. d. 
—_ + ther 
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Others robbed God of His Glory, but I (ſays Of 
Lord ) have reſtored it again; the Sins by whic 
"t2yas dene, they were mine by Imputation, tho" nev 
mine by Inherency. The Proreftant Reformers Were 
fo full in this Article, That they did not fcruple 
to ſay, Amiſſo Articulo Fuſtificationis, ſimul aniſſa 
eft tota Doftrina Chriſtiana ; and as they Liv'd 
and Dyfd in the Judgment of that Martyr,whoſe 
Expiring words, were, Behold, a marvellous Ex 
change, my Lord has my Guiltineſs, and I have His 
Righteouſneſs ! thus, they have generally ever ſince 
been clear in it, until fome of Late, have dark+} 
ened the Truth, ufder pretence of preſerving 
the Intereſts of Holineſs ; Albeit, as our Income 
parable Owen, lays, 1 am not ſatisfied, that any of 
| thoſe, who at preſent oppaſe this Dottrine, do in Holts 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, and the Exerciſe of all Chri- 
Stan Graces, ſurpaſs thoſe who in the Laſt Apes, 
both in this and other Nations, firmly adhared unto 
it, Yea, ſome of the Papiſts themſelves, have 
ulj been under fuch Conwifions, as have compelled: 
them: to Subſcribe unto this Article ; eſpecially, 
when the Approaches of Death, have given them 
with a Lively Senſe to feel themſelves going to 
appear before the Judgment-Seat of God. Fr- 
neſtus, the Arch-biſhop of Magdeburgh, when he 
4 was near his Death, was comftorced by a Mino- 
rite, who told him, That the merit of his Good 
works, would make ſure a place in Heaven fon bim 
whereupon the Dying man cryed out, Nullo mo-! 
4 do, I will by no meays truſt unto the merit of wy 
Goo 
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300d works, done by any man whatever, bat the 
ood works of Chrift are ſufficient for me ' Bellarmine 
himſelf, who had Lived ſo Blameleſly,. that he 
as not conſcious of his ever having once told a 
Lye, and when he came to Auricular Confeſſion he 
could find nothing to mention, without Lookin 
back fo far as-his Childhogd, yet when his Death 
vas arrefting him,.he durſt no more truſt unto 
the meric 0: his Good works, but would have that 
Clauſe inferted in his Will, That he defied the 
'Loru Receive him, Nop ut &ftimator meriti,ſed ut 
Largitur Lenize ; Not on Mepit, but in Mercy ! 
| Bur we arc in the next place to be Advilſed, 
-That having firſt Believed on the Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, that we may be Fu/tified, we do then A- 
bound in thoſe Good works, which are the pra- 
| per and Genuine Symptoms of Bekevwers ; thoſe 
| Good works, which the Oracles of Heaven call, 
| The Fruits of Righteouſneſs, We ſhould, as the A- 
| poſtle ſpeaks, in x Cor.15.58. Always abound in 
| | the work of the Lord. The Bible ha's no Good words 
lany where, for thoſe Antinomian Wretches, with v7 
/\whom Good works are deſpiſed & negle&ted ; Je $297 
ſpits nothing but Sulphureous Fire, in the Faces of elve 
thoſe Libertines) If we are deſtitute of Good works, P18, 
we have none but a Dead Faith, and a Dead *aith her 
. will very little befriend a Dead Soul. To have t'* 
no God works then, is a wotul Thing : and, che Pry 
Premonition is, in Math. 3. 10. Every Tree whichF-*P 
 bringeth not forth Good Fruit, is hewn down, & caſt fr: 
into the Fire; What then will be theWo,how an _ 
ul | 
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ful will be the Doom of thoſe that are tull of F- ? 
vil works, and bring forth much of that Evil, 
Fruit, which grows on the Vine of Sodom, & in the.) 
ield of Gomorrah ? Sad will it be for us to periſh” 
among Unbelievers, after we have ſeemed mightily 
o Believe ; & after a fair ſhow of our Faith,to be 
Damn'd among, The workers of Iniquity. Surely, 
It we would with the Foy of Faith, be Satisfied, 
that the Seal of the Holy Spirit, which we ſeem to 
have, when we Entertain our Afﬀurance, That the 
Rig hre ouſneſs of God, "which is by the Faith of Teſus 
brit} is upon us, is not a Cheat, a Sham, a Sell- | 
deluding Enthuſiaſm, it becomes us, with a Con- | 
ſtant Zeal for Good works, to Exerciſe our ſelves, at 

eeeping a Conſcience void of Offence towards God and © 
man.lt becomes us,to Ponder, How much we Owe 
nto our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Study, Hew to 
erve the Lord that ha's Bought us ; 8 with Good | 
works alwayes to be at work tor Him. It becomes - 
s, to forethink, How little Time we bave tobe | 
orking in, how near we are to the Time where 1 
here can be no Forking, and to Do as many Good 
works, as We can in our Time ; yea, to call our 
elves unto a Daily Account,with unſpeakable Trou- 
Ple,it we have let one Day paſs without many of 
bEhem. It becomes us even to raiſe our Civ) and 
Natural, as well as Religions works, unto the Dig- | 
uy of Good works, by the moſt Frequent, molt | 
EXplicit, & moſt Ennobling Dedications of all our 

Works, unto the Loid. So, it will not be long 
before we reſt from our Labours but or Works will 

vow WS, ONE: 2 es þ 'Thele : 
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'- Theſe Things being ſo, 'tis a Great Service un- 
[to the Souls of men, to ſupply them, with Rules of 
#al, by which they may Examine themlielves,as. 
{well concerning their Faith,as concerning the Good 
works which they pretend unto. Now, to accom- 
; modate his Neighbours with ſuch Rules of Trial,the 
Reverend Author of the Enſuing Þiſcourſe, ha's 
| permicted their Deſires to be gratified in the Pub- 
' Iication of it. The Diſcourſe is what was deli- 
| Vered unto a Popular Auditory, for which caule, 
| the Reader muſt not wonder, if he find fome- 
| what of Inculcation in it : he will ſeek in ſuch a 
{ Diſcourſe, -Nen Scientiam, ſed Saporem ; and no 
| doubt, he will find what he ſeeks. Bur ſuch was} - 
| the Savour which it left upon the minds of the 

|} Hearers, when it was delivered, as that the Notes 

| thereot are here come abroad,for them to Rums- 

| paje,yet more thoroughly upon that,wherein the 

} have already found themſelves nor a little Edified. 
* The Author is known, throughout the Churches of the 
famqus and happy Colony, to none of : the leaſt 
whereof he kath for many years been a faithful Paſtor z 
Known, tor his Piety, Gravity, and Uſctulneſs, more 
nan any Recommendations of mine can- render him 
and my Retation to him, will eafily excuſe me as well axl : 
his Modefty forbid me, for ſaying any more. Nor have 
I any thing further to add, but my Hearty Prayers 
Thar theſe Good Works of this Worthy Perſon, may be 
fo Profitable among the People of God, in this Wider 
| nels, as may fully anſwer the Holy Deſigns, of him that 
| Has thys offered unto the Service of the Tabernacle, * 
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James 2. 20. 


But wilt thou know, O Pain Man, that 
Faith without Works 'is- Dead ? 


HE Apoftle Pau] had abundantly * 
taught ( as appears in divers of- 
his Epiftles ) that man is Juſtifed' - 
by Faith alone, without Works : 

2... vec Row. 3. 28. Therefore we con- 

if clude, rbat @ man is Fuſtified by Faith, without 'the . 

J deeds of the Law. Gal. 2, 16. Knowing that a'man | 

#5 not Tuſtified, by the Works of the Law, but by the 

J Faith of Feſus Chriſt, This Dedrine did this 

4 Apoſtle much infſt apon, eſpecially in the  Epe- 

- | files, but now mentioned : neither did any of the : 
| Apoſtles of Chriſt teach otherwiſe, or contrary 
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thereunto: howbeit, it ſeems there were ſome, 
hat made Hill uſe of 1his Dotfrine, as alfo they 
Hd of ſome-other things, in Pauls Epiſtles. See& 
2 Pet. 2. 16, Some be like there were then that 
did turn the Grace of God into Wantcnneſs, think- 
Ing. to be Saved by Fairh ( not knowing indeed 
what Farb*is) and fo to Live a looſe and care- 
Teſs Life: (and thus it i» with many, in theſe our 
times, wherein the Goſpel hath degn fo abun- 
dantly Publiſhed, and with ſo nkch perſpicuity 
.and clearneſs.) Theſe, and ſach like pprions, | 77 
F this Apoitk Fames rebuketh, and endeavoureth 
to rectifie. He had told them in werſe 17. that 
*Faith without Works is dead : in this 20th. werſe, ' 
he inculcatech, and prefſeth the ſame Docrihe 
again ; and he ſheweth, 

x. That there is fuch a thing as a Dead Faith - 
Ehis is plainly implied in the words. 
f . 2. He ſheweth vhat this Dead Faith 1s, wiz, 
a Faith withous Works : fach a Faith as hath not 
* Good Works to be the fruits thereof : that Faith 
' Which doth not bring forth good fruit, isa Dead 
| Faith, and hence can be no evidence of Life in 
that Soul, where it is found. "= 

3 He calleth him a vain mar, that would, 
from any thing that had been taught, by any 
oy the Holy /rpoltles, gather any other conclu- 
JON. : | 
F 4 He affectionately cxpoſtulates the. cafe: with 
4 fuch, in thoſe words, but. wils thou know, &C. 
| 9 4. wilt thou underſtand, and be conyinced ? 
W -. OLE Y ROY i 
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it-is eaſy to ſee the Error here, unleſs men be 
willingly and wilfulfy ignorant : wik thou know, 
&cc. it is true, we read of ſome that hold faſt 
deceit, and refuſe to return. Jer. 8. 5. and many 
ſuch there be in our days allo. 


| me 

| But the point of Dodtrine is this : viz. * 
DOCTRINE. 

- | That there is ſuch a thing as @a Dead Faith, with 


which ſonie under the Goſpel do deceive themſelves. 


They think that they have Faith, or do Be- 
lieve, and that they ſhall be Saved, but in the: 
ilue they are diſappointed, and aſhamediof their 
hopes ; and how fearful is it, when fo it 1s! See 
Heb. to. 31. Pſal. 119. 116. Such are at laſt Led 
v | forth with Workers of iniquity, as Pſal. 125. ult. | 
x | and to them will Chriſt profeſs, and lay, 1 never 
þ || Knew you : depart from me, 8&c. as Math. 7. 23. 
4 | A Dead Faith is a deadly thing: A Soul-ruining ' 
n || thing. A true, a Living Fairh Saveth ; but this 

we ſpeak of is contrary, it Tuins and undoeth 
d, | men, becauſe it deceizverh them : and yer this is 
y || all the Fairh that rrany have, who yet think - 
U- ne they have ſomething that will ftand by. 
them. Hh 

"The firſt ching that. I - ſhall do, in hanolie 
. | this peint, is to Jſhew 'in/ general, That there 1s 
luch a thipg as a Deed Faith; a Faith that is nos 1 
Ty B 2 a 
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@ true Saving Faith, and yet the Scripture calk 
it a Faith, a Believing, ; ® Es; 
.- I, See the verſe before the Text : Thou 'Be& 
-lieveft that there is one God, thou deft well ; the 
Devils alſo believe and tremble, The Heathens lay 
{ that chere are many Gods: thou art no Hea- 
then 3 it is well, fo far; yet remember: the De- 
wils believe too, and tremble : So then, a man 
may believe, and be affeded alſo, with what he 
doth believe, and yer his_ Faith, for all that, be 
mo other than a Dead: Faith, tho” you' ſhould Tee 
a.man to believe and tremble ; or, to believe and 
 rejoyce, as Mar. 13. 20. this proves not his Eaich 
to be' a lively, or a Living Faith. 1 Pet. 1. 3. 
- there 1s a /ively hope, or a living hope, or an en- 
livening hope, under which, Faith is included, 
| Irom whence this Hope ariſeth : for hope is ( as 
it were ) the Daughter of Faith : So on the other 
hand, there is a Dead Faith, yea, where there 1s 
much affe&ion ſtirring, as will more appear, by 
and by: when perſons find their affe&tions 
much movec towards Spiritual Things, they are 
apt to be raken with it, and to conclude that 
there is ſome true Grace.in them, but alas, it of-}* 
| . ten times. proves: othenwiſe : a multitude of S- 
erifices wall not prove true Grace: to: be. 1/a.'x. 
| .IT. (0 neither will-abundance of affe#zons prove 
a mans Faith to be a lively or a living Faith: 
| In this caſe, it'is not fo much the quantity, as 
. the £24 or quality that is to be conſidered. Cer- 
| nl toey rails i ve, that think, that rravy 
F | S 34 | £111 | 
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Grace diflers from that which we, call common 
Grace,%*only in degree : 'Let common affe&tions, 
ſuch as be often found in Unſound Profeſlers, 
be enlarged never ſo much, this will | nat alter a 
mans Eſtate God ward ; he may b& a deeper, 
and a more profound Hypocrite, but this will: nat; 
make a man ſincere ; for that which is naught 
Can neyer. come to be givdd by increaſing : haſt 
thou affke&tions' God-ward, ſo had they. 1/a. 58. 
2. conſider then, not fo much how great they 
be, as whether they be of* the right kind,. or 
ſort : a little true Gold will be accepted, when a 
heap of Counters will be rejeed, wholly, as Coin, 
| that will not paſs at-all. Eph. 4. 24. we read of 
True Holineſs, or, Holmeſs of Truth So there is 
Trus Love, &c. a little of it is better . than Gold ; 
but abundance of affe&ions may be towards Spi- ! 
ritual Things, and yet mo Truth ; no Spiritual 
Life; it is a Dead Soul ftill ; and abiding as it 
15,will be a Dammed Soul too, efre long. = 
2, Xe Joh. 2. 23, 24. Many believed in hi 
Name, but Feſus Chrift knew vhem, and would net | 
truſt himſelf with them : Matk it, it is faid, Many 
© Seliewed in bis Name, Why did not Chriſt com- 


| mit himſelf to them ? the reaſon was, he knew 


all men; and he knew that their Faich was but 

1 a Dead Faith, and would not hold, and abide 
| the Furnace : for as Gold is tried in the Furnace, 
| fo ſhall every mans Faith be rrjed, one time ar 
other. 1 Pet. x. 7. and happy are they, whaſe -Foith , 
on tryal, is founa wo praiſe, and hanour, and: glay, 
bs B 3 at | 
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ot the Appearing of Chriſt. Chriſt knew all men; 
and he knew that Tuch as now Cried,” Hoſanna 
to the Son of David, would forme of them e're 
Jong, cry,. Crucsfy him, Crucify him, away with 
'Þim : and ttuly, we may ſee ſomething of this 
often, how common and frequent is it for ſuch 
as for a ſealon were mech atfeged, and taken 
with the Word of Chriſt ( as it, is called, Col. 3: 
16. ) in the Publick Diſpenſation of it, to turn 
quite about, and quarrel with it ; of ſach Paul 
complains, Gal. 4. 14, 15, 16. they received him 
as an. fngel, they could have pluckd out their Eyes 
for him once ; yet new he was become their Enemy, 
for telling them the truth; the caſe was guite al- 
; tered with them : little do perſons think, many 
| £imes, what they ſhall be, and the reaſon is, they 
| know not what they are at preſemt. 2 King. 8. 
'232, 13. Hazael ſeemed at preſent to abhor the 
| thoughts of doing ſuch a great wickedneſs, as 
| the Prophet forecold that he would do: Is thy 
Servant a Dogg, that be ſhould do this great thing ? 
| Alas, he:did not know his own beart, what a 
Dogg he was, what a- furious beaſt he would 
| prove in time. And thus it is with many, 
* while yet they are under reſtraints, and feel not 
what. curſed Hearts, and Natwres they have ; el- 
; pecially when under common Convif#ions, they 

cannot think, that they ſhall ever be, or da, as 
- they {ee many others do : yet ſometimes ſuch as 
| theſe ome to be found among the worſt © 
| yacn :\ their Faith and AiteRions iſſue in the 
—_— '."_. = "_— 
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higheft deprees of wickedneſs : tho* other for 
are fil} held under reſtraints, and: they we 
out all their time in Formality, and 1n an Unprofs 
table Profeſſion of Religion. , | 

3. Sze Luk. 8. 13. where we read' of fome 
That receive the Word with joy, and - yet they baw 
wo root, ala for a while believe, and yet fall aws 
in a time of Temptation, Mark what, 1s {aid © 
tkem : they Recezved the Word ; they did no 
wholly reje& it, as many others did; and the 
received it with joy too ; and they believed for 
ſeaſon ; and yet tell away in a time of 'Tempt: 
tion; for'they had zo root ; . their Paith was 
Dead Faith, whatever it ſegmed to be; thus 1 
i5 with many under the Goſpel, they 'are muck 
affeted with the Ford for a time, they hear 1 
gladly; as alſo Herod ſometime did. Mark 6. 2c 
and they ſhew much love to it, as they did, Ez 
33. 31. and they believe the Word, but it js bu 
a Dead Faith; yet it may deceive not only them 
ſelves, but others too, ſeeing there is fo mudt 
joy and affe&ion with it : there are' many tha 
have been much taken with their own afte& 
ons, and undgne by them; they joy in thei 
own joy, and; at laft Iy down im ſorrow; fee ] 
go. wit. Walk mm the light of your fire: do 1o a 
long as you will, and if i: be never ſo long, yg 
the end will be to Ly dows in Sorrow. 

4. See Act 8. 13. Simon believed, and was ba 
tiſed, &c. yet verie 21, 23. fee what is faid « 
him ; he was # the gall of bitterneſs, & in the be 
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F Iniquity': ſee how much he was wronght. up- 
n, it is-daid,'he believed, the Word had ſome 
fe&t in him, and upen him : ſome entertain- 
nent the Word had with him; and he was bap- 
zzed ; now:he makes a Publick Profeſſion of the 
rue Religion, and fo to do, was in thoſe days a 
reat thing, as much as a mans life, and all he 
nad in this World, was worth : alſo he continn- 
d with Phyllip, and was much affee&ted with 
hat he ſaw, he wondred it is ſaid, ec. yet: bis 
pjeart was mot right in the ſight of God: in his 
yn fight perhaps it was 3 and many precious 
pnes did;hope well of him, for a ſeaſon : but he 
was .in a. miſcrable condicion : he believed, but 
tis Faith was a Dead Faith; and hence left him, 
n his fins fill; and in them he periſhed, for 
zught appears to the contraty. Let us ſee one 
nitance-more. | 
* F. See Pfal. 106. 12, 13. compared with P/al. 
8. 25, 37. for in both places he ſpeaks of the 
ame people, and it is ſaid, They believed his 
Vord, and {ang his praiſe : but ſoon forgat his Works; 
hey remembred that God was their Reck, and the 
High God their Redeemer ; yet their heart was not 
br with-bim. And how are thany wrought 
2pon, when ſome Special Providence helps to ſet 
dn the word; great Awakenings, and ſtrange 
nlightnings they have; they Seck God, they 
quire early after bim ; there 15 much Reforma- 
ion, for they return, and theſe things work 'on 
anto a ſeeming good iflne of Faith in Chriſt as 
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heir Revcemer ; they remembred that the Lord was © 
heir Rock, and their Redeemer, and - yet all is bur 
a Dead Faith ::thus it 15 with many. 
When Perſoris Converſions want due, and right- ' 
y expected Reformations, we judge their work * 
vas not a thorow work. ; and ſo when perſons 
ave had great Conwiions, and have been in © 
uch trouble, and all dyeth away, after a while, 
ithout any work of Faith at all, ſuch cannot 
de In any good, or right way : but when muck 
rouble for ſin, and about a mans Eftate, iſſues 
n a work of Faith, and comfort from ſome Pre- 
iſe; we hope well of ſuch many times,; butif 
t be, ( as oft 1t 15) but Dead Faith, the condi- 
ion is fad, and the end like to be miſery for 
ver : If never ſo many Promiſes come to a 
aans mind, and if never. fo mach Comfort ariſe 
here-irom ; yet if a perſon do take comfort (as 
nany do) and yet not take Chrif, his comlore 
hall be taken from him, ' ſome time or other : 
ea, it he take Chri/teallo, as many do, after a 
ort, yet if it be not by a Lively Faith, ( and 
Fyhat that is we ſhall ſhew )) it profits him no- 
ning : many will ſay, Lord, Lord, we have pro- 
beſied in thy Name, and in thy Name have caſt out 
Devils, $2C. yet he will profeſs that he never knew 
bem ; and they muſt depart from him for ever : 1ee 
at. 7. 2I, 22, many think they have Chriff, 
vho yet indeed fall ſhort of him : not knowing 
im indeed, Whom to Know is Life Eternal, Joh.17. . 
$- nor knowing the way to him, nor what it is 
| [C0 
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to believe aright in him : the 
Paith is'a Dead Faith. | 
The point being thus far confirmed, in the 
next place, we ſhall Enquire more particularly 
Wh. this Dead Fa!'h 1s, and Why it is fo called ; 
and we muſt c:dcavour to make fome diſcover 
of it, and to Giltinguiſh it from that whick is : 
true Saving Tuff ifymg FaitkE : Now the Apoltle 
tells ns, rhat Faub without Works is dead: And 
the Enquiry may be, How may we underſtane 
that ? | 
Anjw.'1x. It 1s a ſure Evidence that a man 
Faith is a Dead Faith, when it is without Works 
or when it is aloe: Indeed Works don't Tuſts 
us, they have no hand 1n that at all; it 1s Faztt 
only that Juſtifies us, Rom. 3. 28. +---- A man i 
"Fuſtified by Faith without t he deeds of the La 
Ronny. 'r. Therefore being Fuſtified by Faith, &« 
yet it 15 alſo true, that that Faith which ,is alon 
is not a Juſtifying Faith : and therefore as Con 
text,” verſe 18. Shew me. thy faith without th 
wirks, ſaith the Aprftle, This is the miſerab 
deluſion that many are held in, they beueve (4 
they ſay ) and they traſt in Chriit, and the 
they reſt themielves, but they take no due ca 
of good 'werks : ask them where their Farrb, is 
they do'think they can tell you : but alas! whe 
are their Works where 15 their Repentance, the! 
Sorrow and Mourning for Sin, where 1s the 
Meortification of Corruptions ? See Rom. 8. 1 
Where 1s their daily Watch, and Warfare; thei 
- Fg htin 
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4 Fighting, and Wreſslmg, of which the Scripture 
ſpeaks? Where be their Tears, and*Prayers, and 
J Cryes, and Sighs and Groans Unutterable ? theſe 
alas are not ; and what faith our Apoftle in this 
S caſe ? Wilt thou know, Oh ! vain man, that Faith 
without Works is dead ? haſt thou Faith, ſhew it by 
J thy Works : it is in vain to talk of Faith without: 
I #orks anſwerable : when perſons profeſs, that 
they believe, and truſt in Chriſt, but do* not! 
walk in any meaſure anfwerablv, they deceive 
themſelves; yet many ſuch there be, They Pro- 
"1 feſs to know God, but in works deny bim. Tit. 1. 
ult. they ſay they believe- in Chriſt, but their 
Converſation laith otherwiſe ; and their ſecret. 
Walk is otherwiſe ; Oh ! it is a Dead Faith, 
however luch ,deceive their own hearts» © 
2. It 1s not every kind, or fort of good works | 
that will evidence a mans Faith not to be a dead 
faith : for .they in P/al. 758. forenamed, ſought 
þ God, they returned, they enquired early after God. 
"| Alſo Herod Mark 6. 20. beard fohn pladly, and 
did many things. So thoſe in 11a. 58. 2. Sought him 
y 9aily, and asked of him the Ordinances of Fuſfice ; 
they took delight in approaching unto God : yer were 
they not upright betore God : there are many ; 
that are full of good works, Iſa. 1. 11. They | 
| have a multitude of them ; they are good for the 
_ matter of them : and yet God abhors them, 
becanſe they proceed from no other than a 
] Dead Faith, See at large, Ifa. 1. 13, 14, 15. Sure- 
ly they made great account ol their ' Forks, 0- 
therwiſe 
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therwiſe they would not have ſo abounded: in | 5 
{chem ; yet theLord did-not accept them-: nay;ll in : 
{ all was In uty, a Trouble 0 him, _ he Was Wwea* | fore 
ry to bear them. Some are full of good works, ( as 
| we op them ) and of good deſires, and of || he 
f good aftetions ; and yet their Faxh is naught; fron 
+ It 15 ut a Dead Faith ; and this is ſo plain from: [ke | 
the fore-named . Inſtances, as that there is nofl the; 
Toomto make any objection. And - thoſe goed f the; 
works, ( as they ſeem to be) when ſearched -in-Þ wh: 
to, are but dead 2works, tho' ſeemingly never ſal gor 
| fall of Life ; and hence they are all as rotten, || 4s: 
F and unſound things. Heb. 6.1. we read of dead 
' works : and indeed all a mans works afe ſuch, 
until. he come to a true Faith in Chriſt ; his moſt 
 affedtionate Prayers, yea, his higheſt Reformati- 
- ons are but dead works ; tho' a perſon afflit (not 
his Body only, but) his very Soul ; yet God 
will take no knowledge of it. Iſa. 58. 3. and how 
| many be in ſuch a caſe as this is, and how mi-lj 
 ſerable are they, wretched, naked, aud know it 
not. Rev. 3. 17. ys | 
2. The works that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of 
are not ſuch as are only Moral, but Evangelical, 
| and in that ſenſe good : Works Evangelically good, 
| will evidence a true Faith, but no other works, 
how many, or how good ſoever they be : We 
ſhall therefore open this particular a little, and 
ſhew when a perſons works may. be {aid to be 
| Ewvangelically good : for { would not mention any you 
| thing to Enlighten our way, and then by men-J cp, 
| | clontNgy- 
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| tioning « thing in general only, leave the matter 
|| in a manner as much in the dark as it was be- 
fore. | 
f. Two things then wake our good works to; 
| be Evangelically Good, ( 1.) Lhey mut be 
| from: and (2 ) Unto the Lord. , And if they 
| be the firft, they will be the latter : we ſhall 
dF therefore chiefly conſider the former, viz. whe- 
$f ther our food works are from the Lord, and thew 
- | what is the import, and meaning of that expref- 
1 fion.----Now they are from him, when we ac- 
by f knowledge him, and deny our ſelves im all we do: 
4| when fo to do is the frame and diſpoſition of 
1, Lour hearts : when there is that Principle 1n us, - 
It chat Enableth us ( through Divine Afliſtance ) 
I-}1o todo; and diſpoſeth our hearts to deſire ghat | 
we actually, and daily do it, tafting ( at leaſt at 
times ) a precious ſweetneſs in that way of living | 
and doing, together with a diſlike of the contrary 7. 
IR our ſelves. See Ila. 26. 12. Lord ( ſay they) | 
thou haſt wrought all our 2vorks for us, or m us. | 
Live, faith Paul, yet not I but Christ lives in me. 
off Gal. 2. 20. Alſo ſee Gal. 5. 22,23. All our good 
works are fruits of the Spirit 3 and God would haye 
us own all our fruits to be from him : hence he 
tells us, Hol. 14. 8. From me is thy fruit found, | 
50 then if. you think you have good works, confi: 
der whether you can deny your ſelves in them, 
and acknowledge God in them all : Perhaps 
you ſay, 1 Live, but de you ſay alſo, yet not I but 
"| Corf, &ic, If your works be from God ( "a 
E cnie 
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* ſenſe we are ſpeaking of } God will owm-them, || a fo 
accept them & reward them : . what is &zs own, | ted. 
he will acknowledge and reward it in us, though | no | 
it be never fo little, and never ſo much defſ-fin 1 
piled in our own eyes, or in the eyes of others. ſ[ hav: 
Lech. 4. 1o. The day of ſmall things is apt to belgers 
deſpiſed : yet what are ( in ſome ſenſe) /mallther 
\ zhimps, are lometimes great things : Poor Prayers be a 
* as we count them, ſmall perlormances, little weak | whe 
| things, are great things, when they are fruits of ed þ 
the Spirit ; works of taith and love; and they que: 
will when we meer chem again another day ap- 
pear to be ſuch, as we can hardly acknowledge JJand 
them to have been ours : Math. 25. 37--- Lord Nort 
when ſaw we thee an hungry : Lord, when did we 
Pray, and Love, and Believe in ſuch manner, and ji 
perform ſuch duties ? & then ſhall all be opened, 
and made plain ; and the Lord fhall have the 
Glory of his own works, 1n his, and they the com 
: fort for ever. 

But ſome may ſay, who is there that will not 
own all his Works to b2 of God, and :deny himſelf 
in them? This may ſeem to be no grear matter :Þ Ca 

. did not the Phariſee do ſo. Luk. 18. 11. God, Ind ; 
; Thank thee, &c. he ſeems to acknowledge God, els c 
and his Grace, in what he was, and did, or hadffee 1 
attained unto in Religion : and fo it is with manyÞs he 
ſtill, who are yet untound. 0 liz 

' Anſw. 1. A werbal acknowledgment is an eaſy}. 2. 
thing many times, and eſpecially when a Goo#ſþ a £ 

- Education leads us to own the truth 3 many-haveÞs in 
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a forms of knowledge, and of the truth, being inſtru- 
Hed, &c. Rom. 4. 18, 20. to ſpeak. good words, is 
no hard matter: this many can do in Praying, 
in Preaching, and if diſcourſe with others, and 
have excellent Gzfts indeed, who yet are Sttan- 
gers to the thing that we are ſpeaking of ; and 
there be Civers things that concur -to it: it may 
be a man hath been well Educated, he hath lived 
where this truth hath been gegerally acknowledg- 
ed by all; viſibly oppoſed by none, and fre- 
quently taculcated ; and hence he. goes with the 
ltream, he 'gives a common aſſent to the truth, 
and owns in. words, That a man of himſelf, is 
all Nothing that is geod. Allo common experience teach-: 
efſes perſons ſomething of this : there is hardlv a- 
diny man, that endeayours to do any thing in re- 
LL Eligious works, but he finds ſomething el his ma- 
efſ#:ity to do what he ſhould : unſound ones have 
--Mome experience of themſelves as well as others ; 
and many godar, that yet tall ſhort ar laſt : chis 
tBPaut knew; and hence that x Cor. 9. 27. a man 
IfÞmay be able to teach others, and yer himfelf be 
:Þ Caft away: Edncation, common experience, 
IÞnd mdyſtry meeting together, may, and doubt- 
}, Beſs doth carry many a man far, and make him 
dijce in ſomewhat, nay, much in Religion, when: 
yÞs he 15 bur like them. Rev. z. 1. ho had a name 

o live, but ere dead. 
yi 2. A thorow ſight of a mans own mothingneſs 
246 a great thing, and very far difterent from what 
reþ in unſound ones. I ſhall cndeayour to make: 
aſPing diſcovery of it. Is 
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26 A Dead Faith | | 
T. It is not only Notional, or Do&rinal, but it #1): 
Is Experimental alſo : a mani dotfi not only hear kea 


it, or read it in ſore good k, but he doth al- hea 
ſo feel, and find it, as he ſaid, Rom. 7. 21. 1 find me! 
then a Law, &c. how did he know that therefſſ 3. 3 


was fuch a Law of Sin in him? fuch a ſinful 
keart, and nature, why, ſaith he, I nd it: he 
had bitter experience of it : he ſaw ic not only 
In ſome book : but in his members, warring there, 
verſe 23. he feit it in himſelf; and ſo muſt you 
feel your own Nothingneſs and Inability, or elſe 
you will never be throughly convinced of it, 
and ſuitably affe&ted with it. A man may hear 
It, and be affected with it, but this goes but a 
little way ; till a man comes to find, and feel, 
there will want deepneſs, Mar. 13. 5. as the Stony 
Ground did : when a man [/ees and feels, this will 
be ſomething indeed. 

2. This knowledge and thorow convidtion 0 
a perſons own Nothipgneſs, ufes not to come 
eaſily a man is brought to it through much dif- 
F ficulty, and oppoſition : that which 1s eaſily gotten 
E 5 hardly good : Mart. 7. I4. but it may be you 
TR came /:g4:y by your knowledge of your felves ;Þ © 
HRS Oh! take hecd that you be not deceived, as mar 
ny, many be. Now I fay, it is not eaſy obtain- 
ed, and that upon divers accounts, 
. | 1. In that the heart of. man, is Naturally fc 
o# | averſe unto it : there is a marvellous oppoſition deed 
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in mans carnal heart againft it : it is impofliblq un 
but that it muſt be an exceeding bitter, yea, 4 
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killing thing to a mans carnal heart to Tee his 
keart, ſo far forth as it is carnal; and every mans 
heart is ſo, in ſome degree at leaſt, and molt . 
mens hearts are wholly and only carnal: 1 Cor. 
3. X. Such as are in Chriſt are yet carnal in 
ſome meaſure, but others are wholly fo: and 
hence ſome oppoſition againſt ths knowledge, 
and the increaſe of it, will be found in the beſt ; 
| how much more in thoſe that are yet Unbehew. 
Ml ers, in whom as yet pride, ignorance, and fecu- 
© rity do reign, with divers other . luſts, and cor- 
'© ruptions ? "To illuſtrate this a little : Suppoſe a 
i man Rich in this World ; or ſappole that he have 
if but a little, and that which he bath, whatever 1C 
bez got with much labour, anc difhculty will fuck 
an one eaſily part with what he hath, and fit 
down upon a dunghil ? or ri a man hath thoughe | 
himſelt to be Rich, at leaſt worth ſomething, if 
FI luch an' one come fuddenly to ſee himiclt to 
ef have been decezved, and not worth one mite, 
£4 how will 1: trouble him 7 eſpecially; when he 
1,0 fees at preſent no way to recover what is loft 
nay,fees that he can never do it. Such like is the 
caſe: we are now ſpeaking of. Some Ungodiy 
Ones think, they are Rzch in Spiritual Things. 
Rev. 3. 17. and whatever any may ſay, or think 
to the contrary, there is no ſecure, unconvinced 
Sinner, but what thinks he hath more than in- 
deed he hath ; moſt think they have azility to 
turn to God, and promite themiclves that in 
$£heir own time they will do i;; and what Pro- 
oo C | riſes | 
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| tears are; upon them : Others pleaſe them- 
elves in thinking that chey be bad, yer not ſo 
»bad, &c. and hence hope to deal with God a- 
* bour Pardon of Sin; and acceptance at an eaſy 
rate: however there is fomething in themſelves, 
upon which they have a'ſecret dependance, and 
relyance ; an@ are not themſelves aware how it 
| Is With them. Now for ſuch an one to be 
 firip'd of all, co ſuffer the leſs of all, yea of thoſe 
things which were once gain to him, as he 
| Tpeaks, Phil. 3.7, 8. this will not be eaſy ; nay, 
it will be a killing thing; for theſe things are a 
mans Lyfe, until a better Way be diſcovered un- 
| to him. Rom. 7.9. 1 as alive once, ( that 151n 
| His own conceit, ) but when the commanidment 
| came, ſm revived, and I dyed. Conlider then 3 
| Know you what it is to Dy? may, to be Slam, 
as verſe 11.----1t flew me: Is it a light or ſmall 
mitcer £ Oh! when the real tryal ſhall come, 
It will be found etherwile ; nay, it may be 
you know nothing of that LIFE that ſhould be 
taken away ; and fo are alive ftill, as Pau} on 
was, but indeed dead. 

2. In that perfons will hardly believe, or be 
thorowly convinced of their own Nethingneſs 
until they have tryed the matter 5 they wil 
firſt :75 whether they can do nothing, belor 
thev will be convinced throughly that fo it | 
mdeed. Nothing but their own Experzence wil 
convince them, tor what cls can be Juppote 
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to do it ? there is nothing in themſelves to do ' 
it, until experience do it : there is ſomething of 
the Law in all mens hearts, Roms. 2. 14. but not : 
one tittle of-this : man in his firſt eſtate was a- - 
ble to keep the Law of God; and he knows no-. 
thing but that, he can a> 1o Itill, ſave what he . 
doth experiqgce to the contrary. And very hatd- 
Ely will he bclieye his own experience in this mat- 
WK ter ; he will :ryFand zry, and try again, and zry 
© the matter our te the utmoſt, before that he - 
'N will indeed yield the caſe, and fit down hum- 
'E bled under that acknowledgment : wiz. 1 am 
Nothing, 7 can do nothing that is good. It is true, 
the word ſhews it plainly, that we in our 1clves 
| are zothing ; and that in us dwells no good thing : 
f but che word in this thing 15 no more Gvelicved 
, 


than in other things ; and Ignorance, 4theiſm and 
 Unoelef are ruling or reigning things, in every 
1] Unconverted mans heart. Hence tell a man 
| what you will, and let hins in words own what 
he will, concerning his own Nothingneſs ; yea, 
thongh he think he doth believe it ; yet whent- 
foever he ſhall be in good earneſt abort his Soul; \ 
by a powerful awakening, he will try what he 
can do, before he will yield, and 'fit down un- 
Eder. the conviction betore-rgentioned ; he will 
wml ork, and he will ry ; yea he will not be con: 
fl vinced; entil he have wrought himſelf unro 
Adeath, and then will he own himicit to be a 
dead an; and theh, and not till then; will God 
ſhew him the way wo life : he muſt deſpair in 
E Wa | him(clt, 
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* himfelf, Before he will, or can indeed believe itt 
* Chriſt, Now a man doth not , calily come tg 
| take ſuch pains, as we have been ſpeaking of ; it 
' mult be a great awakening to bring him to it; 
they muſt be hard driven that ſhall travel thus 
far, eſpecially it we conſider what oppoſition 1s 
In all mens hearts againſt any thifag which 1s 
good, or tendeth thereunto : Si» within, and 
Satan without, will do their utmoſt to hinder : 
it 15 folly to expect any other. | 
And iurther conſider this : we ſay, perfons 
will try what they can do, when awakened, be: 
' fore they will be convinced that they can db 
nothing : tor how can it be otherwiſe 2 what 
ſhall a poor Sinner do ? Shall he /i: tl, and | 
quietly in his oins? No, he ſhall not, he cannet 
the terror of the Lord makes him afraid ; ther: 
15 9 reſt in bis Soul now by reaſon of his ſin, an 
the danger that he 1s in thereby : well then 
ſhall he tall in with the way of rhe Goſpel ? He 
ſhould wdeed, but he cannot: for he 1s' 1gnc 
rarit thereof,,as they were. Rom. 20. 3. though 
he have heaid much ot it, yet he underſtands i 
not ; though he think he doth, yet he doth not 
nay, tall God ſhzw it, he cannot know it, it 1 
foolifhneſs to him, g Cor. 2. 14. Hence the firlly/ 
thing a man doth naturally when awakened, i 
to Icck to Save vimſelf, and when he finds he 
cannot, he will deſpair in himſelf, and is fo. fa 
prepared for to hear of a new, and living way, offs 
wines name knoweth ewhing, chepulgy or . 
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Law it knows ſomething. So ,then, this know- | 
_—_— a 'mans nothingneſs doth not ule to come | 
calily. 
3- This knowledge cf a mans ſelf, and no- 
thingneſs, is an heart affeting.- thing : it goes to a - 
mans beart, when he is made to fee his own | 
heart, and to know himſelf : not only the head 1 
is enlightned, but the heart is much affe&ed allo. 
There be mapy that have much knowledge in 
© eheir beads, but they have hardned hearts ; they - 
have head knowledge, but they want heart know- 
ledge. And hence that in Jer. 24. 7. 1 will gre 
them an heart to know &c, Bur that which 1 am 
now to open, . and ſhew is this, viz, that this 
ſelf knowledge, or knowledge of ones ſelf 1s an heart 
Jatitecting thing. And fo it is, for ( 1.) It fills 
a man with ſhame 5 when he comes to ſee him- 
ſelf, he is aſhamed of himſelt : as he ſaid when 
gJÞbe faw and viewed his own, and others ſinful- 
neſs. Ezr. 9. 6. O my God, 1 am aſhamed, & bluſh. 
YAnd every new diſcovery of a mans own ſelf to 
Jhimſelf hath ſomething of this Effe& on 
Jim. In Rev. 3. 18--- We read of the ſhame of a 
_Pcrions Nakedneſs : when Perſons are {trip'd Na- 
Y4, they are aſhamed : and fo it is much more, 
when Perſons are made to ſee their own Spiritual 
of Nakedneſs, or Nethingneſs, they will then be aſhans- 
4 ed. Jer, 2.26. A thief is aſhamed when found, Or 
gdilcovered. . So is a Perſon when he comes to 
pave his own heart diſcovered to kim ; and he - 


that never was aſhamed of himlelf, never yet ſaw 
| G23 hum- 
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- himſelf as he ought to ſee. (2.) It abaſeth a bs 
\. man, it lowereth and takes down- a mans Spirit ir 
In him, which is naturally very high, and lifted wy 
up im him : 1t makes and keeps a man pvor in Spi- My 
7it, as Math. 5. 3. There are ſome ſuch 3 bu | 
Perſons do never come tobe ſuch, until they come £ 

| to ſee themſelves. See what Paul faith of himſelf, A 
* Eph. 3. 8. he calls himſelf, Jeſs than the leaft of all p. 
Saints ; and It was no complement 3 he ſpeaks 1, 
his heart in thoſe words ; and every one that he 


fees himſelf aright can fay after him, in ſome 
meaſure. But in Preparation work a 'man doth 
not ſee himſelf to be Little, but, Nothing, quite 
Nothing that is good, and this wonderiully aba 
&th a man, and lays him very low, in his own 
eyes : and it 15 meet that he thould be in his own 
eyes, what he is indeed : for why ſheuld he live 
in ignorance, V in ſelf deceivings ? -( 3. ): It eve 
breaks the heart in a man, when he ſees him{el 
and alſo the Evs/ that is in Sin. There is fuch a 
thing as a broken beart ; though few ever feel it 
and but a few underftand what it 1s. Iſo. 61. 1 
And this /ighbt breaks the heart ; it doth not onl 
aſhame, and abafe a man,” but breaks the hearc 
or doth give a great ſtroke towards it 5 and thi 
is a great thing : For (1. ) When'the heart 
indeed once broken; all the world cannot heal 1 
again : Until the Blood of Chriſ# be 'applyed,thert 
Is 70 bealing : It Chriſt don't heal, there is non 
elſe that can, Daubing, as the Prophet calls 3 
Ezek,13.10, Is indeed yery dangerous, But y 
7. 5h _— "= 
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this caſe it availes nothing, when Ged wounds, 
and breaks the heart indeed, there is none that 
can heal, but he only that wounded : it is his 
work. ( 2.) The Spirit failes, if the Lord dont 
ſtep in and help. For both thele, See 1/a. 57. 15, 
16. & 61.1. Now then conſider theſe things. Did& 
you ever know, or feel what a broken heart 1s-£ 
if not,you never faw your own zothingneſs aright 1 
and all your Good Works, are but an Abomination 
before the Lord, kow many,and good ſoever they 
be, er ſeem to be. = | 

4. This knowledge of a mans Nothingneſs, 
makes him to abhor his own Righteouſnaſs, and tc 
magnify that of Chrif, That 1s, this ever fob 
lows there-upen, when God will do geod unta 
any : you have beth theſe in that one place 
See Phil. 3.8. ( x.) He accounts all that he had 
before he knew Chriſt, as Loſs ; yea as Dung : hi 
Good Works, his Prayers, his Tears, his good De 
fires, or what ever elſe he had of like nature, be 
fore he knew Chriit : what doth he do with 
them all ? he throws them all out-upon the Dungs 
þi,1 ; all is Joſs, and drofs, and dung, in comparito 
of Chriſt, and the knowledge of him. Let ſuch 
as read conſider ; Sirs, do you know what thi 
means, to ſuffer loſs, yea the loſs of all things, ye 
of thoſe things, which once were accounted gaip 
to account them loſs, and droſs ? It may be theſl 
things are a Myſtery 'ninto ' you, and you knov 
theyy not : you have no experience, and fo, no un 
gerftanding of them ; conlider the matter 'wel 
| 7 0 (2: 
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2.) He magnifies the Righteouſneſs of Chrift * 
that was glorieus in his eyes : the Excellency of the 
Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, Oh! Confi- 
fder ; was the Rrghteouſneſs of Chriſt, ever, the 
oft glorious thing in your eye,' that ever you 
2w 3 er diddeſt ever admire, and wonder at it. 
He is wonderful, Iſa. 9. 6, It is his Name : and as 
s bis Name, ſo is He: not only in himſelf ; but in 
lome meaſure, inthe eyes of thoſe that ' are His. 
vec allo 1 Pet.2. 7. To ſuch as believe, he is precious : 
ind unleſs when they ſlumber; and negle& him, 
e is more and more ſo, unto them © * 
EF 5. This knowledge of a mans own Nethingneſs, 
5 a growing thing : it ſtill increaſeth 3; and a 
-hriſtian {till groweth*(as one may ſay) a greater 
Nothing. You will ſay, perhaps, how can this 
de ? when a man is brought -to Nothing, he can 
70 no further : there 1s not any thing beyond that. 
Anſw. Yes, there is a further, a fuller, a clearer 
tiſcovery, of that which he ſaw betore : for in 
hislife, there is nothing perfect, And conſider It, 
ere is no growth in Faith or in any good thing 
without a growth in this : wheretore let him that 
eareth conſider it well : have you been growing 
p 11:5 thing ? have you been growing lels, and les 
bncs your firſt Converſion, and can you now 
ay, more ſenſibly than ever, as he did, Phil. 4. 8. 
Who am leſs, than the leaft of all Samts ?%={_© 


F The next thing is to ſhew, 2vby this faith that 
ath not works, Evangehically good, to be the fruits 
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of it, 15 called a Dead Faith, tho" it have with it, 
never lo many affe&tions and works, that ge moral»: 
ly good ? The realon is becauſe all thoſe works! 
that are not Evangelically good, are but Dead works, 
though they may ſeem to be full of Life ; and ? 
as the works are but Dead works, ſo the Faith- 1s: 
but a Dead Faith. A 2 
 Obj. But how can Faftins and Prayer, and 1» 
Mourning and Reforming, and the like, be Dead : 
works ? and how may it appear chat ſometimes } 
they are ſuch ? and how may we diſcover and. 
diſcern it, when they be ſuch ? | 1 

To all this I Anſwer, in the following Pro- 1 

_ poſitions. | 

T. That fuch works are ſometimes no better, 
no other than Dead works, may appear thus : viz. 
That God neither accep;s the works, nor the Per- | 
ſons with whom they are found : this is the caſe } 
many times : and ſce, what God faith of ſuch * 
works, 1ſa. 1. 13, 14, 15. He calleth them Vam, ? 
Iniquity, and Abomination ; He faith, I cannot away - 
with them ; my Soul hateth them, they are a trouble 
to me, I am weary te bear them ; and whengou make | 
many Prayers,I will not hear. Why doth the: Lord 
Ipeak thus of them ? Oh'! they were all Dead 
works ; and hence as lothſome to him, as a Dead, \ 
Totten Carcaſe is unto us, and more allo. By the } 
way, Note, Oh ! what diſappointment will ma- 
ny meet with, who now think themſelves Rzicb, 
as they did, Rev. 3. 17. And in the iffue, all are. ? 
but Dead works ; their beſt works as a lothſome 
Ne? Ts Carrion. 
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Carrion, See an other example, in Luk. 18. x1, 

2, 14 He choughe with himſelf ( and thanks 

God for it too ) that he was not as other men ; & 
yet indeed he was Nothing ; . blind and naked ; 

| theugh he faſted rwice in a week, and payed tithes 

| of all that he bad ; though he was net as other men, 
| yet God accepted him mot : all his wotks were 

* Dead works, otherwiſe ſurely he had had accep- 

| tance with God : who accepts of us, a little, fo 

it be Sincere : Yea 72p0 mites, is accounted a great 
| deal, it ir be all we have; much more than the 
| abundance of ſeli-righteots Phariſees. The moſt 
| lively, and affectionate Prayers, & performances 
of unſound, of unregenerate ones, ' are but Dead 
works : though at: preſent Perſons don't ſee, er 

” think them to be ſuch, yet indeed they are ſuch, 

and will at laſt appear to be ſuch : and hew 

- much ſo ever ſuch may juſtify themſelves ; yet God 

© bnows their hearts : and oftentimes, that which ts 
highly eſteemed among men, is an abeminatzon in the 
fight of God : as Luk. 16. 15. _ 

. 2. Theſe works are dead works in regard of 
Spiritual Life, whatever there be of any other 
Life in them. In a true Chriſtjan there 15 a two- 
told Liſe. ( 1. ) That whereby he 'lives as a 
man. ( 2.) That whereby he lives as a Chriſt: 
an, or as a ſeund Believer. Of this latter ſort, 
there is nothing in Unconverted perſons : fee 
Gal. 2.20. a man, as he is a wan, can labour, 
and reaſon, and take pains ;* and he hath many 
natural afte&ions, as of fear, love, delight, for- 

row, 
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Tow, ec. and theſe affetions may be ſtirred 
and moved ( tho* as yet there be not true Grace 
ſo as to ſet a man on to the doing of man 
things that are morally good, though there be na 
Spiritual Life : See Mark 6. 20. Herod beard thi 
Ward gladly, and did many things: and yet he was 
ſtill Dead 1n his Sin. And yer this is all the Com 
verſion which many have, and in which they 
reſt : vis, through the power of common Con 
wvittions, they have their natural affections ſtirrec 
up; and drawn forth, even towards things i 
themſelves, ſpiritual, and good ; & hence a great 
Change follows, both in the Converſation Out 
wardly, and in the Heart Inwardly, yet no Spiri 
tual Life ; another heart there 1s, and another man' 
as I Sam. Io. 6, 9. but not a New Weart, whic 
is neceſlary unto Salvation, Ezek. 18. 31. they 
is nothing of that new an, of which we r&4 
Epb. 4. 24. he that is thus wrought upon, 1s mal 
a New, though another man : and though he wal 
on now, in a way not fo manifeſtly filthy an 
vile ; yet really and indeed, the end thereof Kt 
the Wayes of Death. as Prov. 14. 12. And this 
woful priviledge he kath, viz. he can go dowt 
te the pit, more quzetly, and with leis dilturbanex 
then otherwiſe he could. Some make it mant 
felt what they are: Ifa. 3. 9. 2 Tim. 5. 24 
others { as it were ) Steal down to Hell mort 
quietly ; others don't ſuſpe& them, and thes 
themſelves hope all is well, until a fearful *di 
appointment. Let them ſee what mult be the 
Everlaſting Condition. 
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2. Spiritual Life 1 is an effe& of Creating Pow: 
: where this Lite is, there 15 a ew Creation, a 
pew Creature, Eph. 4.24. 2 Cor. 5. 17. If any 
an be in Chriſt, he is a New Creature, as we have 
already hinted ; not the old one altered, and in 
many reſpe&ts amended, but a New One, Where- 
fore conſider this, it may be you are much, per- 
haps very much altered and' amended, perhaps 
ll round about, gaze upon the Change, and ma- 
Ay TecJoyce to lee i it, but is there a New Creation ; 
otherwiſe all thy works are but dead works o thot 
never ſo good, and glorjous in thine own eyes, 
or 1n the eyes of others; Oh! take heed, that 
you donft reſt in Changes, though never ſo: great, 
without a New Creation, which brings in not on- 
another, but a New Life, And it any one 
ay, but how ſhall we know whether there be in 
Ps, this New Creation, and ſo any ' Spiritual: Life, 
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_ <rotly 
. This Spiritual Life, may be diſcovered, or 
« nquired after, in conſidering theſe things. 


Soul 1 is made ſenſible that it was once dead, if 
now it be alive, Eph. 2. x. Te ere dead. That 
they were fo is certain, but he ſpeaks of it, as of 
£ - os which they knew full my” 
mever | Ark and felt your Spiritual Death, have 
none of- this Spiritual Life : you have it may be 
xd Convictions, and that many and great allo ; 


pr not {© I anſwer, attend to and conſider what 


T7. It is broughtgout of Death : z. e. where was 
nothing but Death, there is now - Life; and the 


You that - 


and 
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and you have been wounded much, but neva 
ſlain, as Rom. 7.13. you have found your felve 
weak and feeble, and that of your felves yo 
could 'not do what you ſhould, nor what ( yol 
think) you would ; but you never found you 
ſelves dead, quite dead in Sm, and ſhit, up unde 
Sm. as Gal. 3. 22. if fo, it is to be feared, tha 
you are dead tilt: and whatever life, or religzot 
livelimeſs be in you, yet that there is no Spiritua 
Life. And to open this a little turther, conſidet 
theſe things. 
1. When a man ſees himſelf dead mm fin, 
he muſt ſee, it good come unto him, it is by 
a Spirit of Convittion that he ſees it: It is by 4 
Light that powertully breaks in upon the Soul: 
It 15 made to ſee, whether it will or no; there 
15 now put forth a power irrefiſtable, and henei 
comes a light unavoidable, ſhining into the heart 
for could perſons ſhut their eyes, and avoid thi 
light, they would ſurely do it: but now, th: 
which perhaps a perſon had heard, and read, ful 
many a time, and knew it dotrinaly, he no 
knows it otherwile : it is now ( in ſorne meaſurg 
at leaſt ) plain, clear, evident unto him; in tha 
Ahere is both 7ght and experience ro ſhew it ; iggll 
' a thing both ſeen and felt, as Rom. 7. 10. I founi 
to be unto death. See verle 21, 23. 1 find, I ſee) 
he found and felt, and jaw ; fo it 1s in this caſe} 
it may be you think. you have ſeen, but if you 
have not found and felt your own deagneſs, thi 
relt will profic little. # | 
2. Whe 


& 2. Whon a man ſees this his deadneſs aright, it 
may be cruly ſaid, that he ſees what he did "not ſee 
before. Now that the” Spirit is come to convince 
a perſon, ke fees bat, and fees fo, as all his hear- 
ing, reading, ſtudying, could never ſhew him, 
betore the Spirit of Conviction came upon him : 
Sce Fob: 16. 8. itis the Spirit that convinceth of 
Sm; And fo of our deadne{s in it: it may be, 
you think you have ſeen your own deadneſs : but 
T ſay, how came you to ſee it? is it by your 
own abilities, making improvement of means* 
or have you allo had a Spirit of Conviction come 
npon you, to ſhew it to you? 45 it. a work 
of the Spzrit ? 1s it that which you did not once 
Hee, and could net have ſeen, had not a work 
of the Spirit ſhewn it to you, nay Would not 
have ſeen, had not a powerful work. of the 
Spirit prevailed againſt all oppoſition a- 
"gainſt it ; cicher from the corruption of the hearc 
| within, which make no little oppoſition 5 or 
From the Evi/ One wichout, who allo hinders 
{what he can ? fot as in other reſpects, fo' in this 
{allo;theGed of rhis World doth blind men. 2Cor.4 4. 
2. When a man fees his Deadneſs aright, then 
that Life which he once had, or feemeth to I. 
a, is raken away from him. Rom. 7.9. 1 war 
#j} ve ence. 1. Ee. in his ovin conceit. 90 15 evely 
natural man alive, as Paul was, what ever he laith 
to che contrary. Now then eonfider this, hath 
that Life that once you had been taken away * 
yea the things that were once gain to you, Phil. 
3: 7. In Death chere is 4 Privation of Life wha 


Life have you been deprived of ? Paul faith, the! 
Commandment came, fin revived, and 1 dyed : can 
you fay fo too ? /..J 
| 4+ When a man comes'to ſee himſelf not only : 
Sick & weak, but alſo Dead, he is wondertully ? 
affected with it. When he knew it only by bear- | 
fay, it did not fo much affe& him, burnoy he 18 

much moved at it : and it is a time of great | 
difficulty and 4dzfreſs with the Soul ; and that up- : 
on diverſe accounts : For ( 1.) A Perſon now : 
hath loft all his former bopes : thar'is, his preſump* ? 
tuous,and ſelf righteous hopes. He was tulf of ? 
them once, and had »one%ther : but now they are } 
gone, they are loſt, they are cur off : as they ſaid 
in pts caſe, Ezek. 37.11. Our Bones are dryett, 


our hop 3s loſt ; we are cut off for our parts. Dhe* 
ground-work, and foundation of all tormer hopes * 
taileth : A poor Creature thought that he was ; 
fomething that is g00d, er could do ſomething, 
or get ſomething : and he had light and flighty * 
thoughts of S5z,and of God ; he counted that he": 
coukl eaſily deal with him, about his SaIvarion 4. 
but now he finds it far otherwiſe than he thought.  ; 
And indeed alt that Peace and Securtty which un- 
godly ones, and unſound Proteſfors have, arileth 
chiefly from, a ſecret Contempt of MA 
hearts, and /ighry thoughts of ſin. See Plal. 50.2” 
T hou theughteſt 1 was altogether ſuch an one as thy - 
felf. Ungodly ones dont know God, and hence - 
don't fear him aright : And whatever any of 
them pretend or think, A4rbeiffical Principles ar 
- "Pet 
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| predominate, and reign in them, ( 2.) Itis a 
Frime of diftreſs wich the Soul now 5 becauſe he 
' fees his aanger 1s real, preſent, great 5 and he ſees 
no way of cſcape : all his own wayes utterly 
| fail him : and though there be a way of eſcape 
yet he ſees it not : God hath not yer diicovered 
it to him. He is therefore in a ſad caſe, . in his 
” own account and reckoning : he is going unto 
* deftruction ; he is in the way of Death ; he is 
under Wrath,and God is angry with him : 'and he 


& fees no way of eſcape : and hence ke cannot þut 
' be much afteced now, 


. 


Laſtly, A Perſon comes to find and feel his 
Deadveſs, by the irritation of Corruption 3 the ſtir- 
ring of it up. Rom. 7-9. When the Commandment 
tame, ſin revived, and 1 died.” Many Luſts that 


were not feen betore, now appear and ſhew 
themſelves : fo that a perſon finds hiraſelt to be 
fuch as once he littl> thought he was ; and. it is 
with him in this cale, much like as it is with a 
 ſ#k man, that grows worſ: and worſe, until he 
E is qut: Dead. He ſees more and more of his own 
F Sinfulneſs, un:il he fee himſelf wo be quite dead 
& in treſpaſſes and fns. O conſider theſe things, ag 
ply in your ſecret thoughts: you 
PI. may baFhRope vou have ſome Spuritual Life, 
+ but how came you by it? was it brought out of 
+ Death? when did you fee, and feel your ſelves 
quite dead m (1m ? you perhaps think -your ſelves 
to be alive, but it may be, it is no otherwiſe 
| then Pau} was afore his Converſion, Rein. 7. 9. 
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1 was alive : how was that ? he was brorvght up 
at the feet of ons that was a DoF#or «> the Law :: 
Yes, and he profited much in his own Religion £ 
but it was with him, as now aCays it is with? 
mary that have a good Education ; he was a 
forward Profeſſor indeed, but without a powerlul, 
killing work of the Law; and what he did in Per- 
ſecuting of the Church, he did it in his 1gnorance 
and. in a zeal of God. See Phil. 3. 6. You have a 
work, it may be, unto much Convidion, and 
unto great awakenings, but not ſuch as to ſhew 
you THIS DEATH : and hence though you 
have been much wounded,yet you have recovered ! 
again to Security . by falſe comfort : you never 
came to Dy, and fo are Dead #i!l; and your beſt * 
works are Dead works, and how 4ad is that con-: 
dition ! | 

2. Where this Spiritual Life is in any, there 1s 
a double life. This we have hinted at betore. 
fee it further opened now : from that place, Gal. 
2. 20. ---The life which I now live in the fleſh, He 
now lived a life, which before he did not. Sa 
that where Spiritual Life is, there is a New Life, ' 
a double life, Mark, that I fay not an other life 
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only, but a new one : for in man 
there is a very great Charge 3 al al], 200” 
an other life, but not a zew one. The diſtinction * 
here Is good,and founded upon the word of God, : 
as hath been already ſhewen. 5Sce x Sam. 6. 9g.* 
If a man be never fo much, & ſo otten changed, 
and that tor the better too, all is nothing, as» < 

IF 
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Salvation, unleſs he become a New man, a New 
Creture ; {uch, in the Apoſtles ſenſe, 2 Cor. 5. 27. 
Many, and great Changes, ſome unſound ones 
Meet with, and they live other l:ves than once 
Fthey did, bur yer ſtill it is not a new life, which 
Fthey live : it is the old life which they live ſtil, 
Fchough much altered in many things,from which 
atteration it is that we call it an other Hhfe. 

F And concerning this New Life, this Spiritual 
t Life ; we may coriider theſe few things,to make 
| fone furcher diſ-:overy of it, that we may know 
| what we be, and what our faith 1s. 

7. tt differs tom the former religious Life ; not 
in degree only bit in kmd : So it was with the 
Life that Paul ſaid he now lived ; before Conver- 
ſion, he Itved a ſcn/itive, a rational life, as other 
| men Gid ; and he.had a Reiiginus Life too: rouch- 
* mg the Rig hteoufrieſs of the Law, blameleſs ; he was 
alſo zeal:nus Phil.z3 6. And fo were they, Rom. 
| To. 2, But now he lived an other Life, ſuch as he 
{ never did belore : and this Life diftered from the 
| former, not only in degree, for then he had been 
F only a greater Phariſee, and indeed a worſe 11an 
than he was before : but this life differed in ſort, 
L 23d from what he had betore. Now let 
"as MR emMiider this. You ( it may be) 
bave had the benefit, or advantage of a good Edu- 
cation, and have had Convidions allo, by hearing 
and reading of the Worg, and atherwiſe, and 
| thereby have been brought on to ſome Profeſſion, 
and Praiſe of Ryligion, without being born 
St 7 again $ 
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again ; this is the caſe with many : but know 
that you muſt have a Religion of a new kind, or | 
elſe periſh in your old Religion, though you-in- © 
creaſe it, or add to it never fo much, and # be- 
come never fo fair and ſpecious. You know, 
Men and Beafts are both of them Animals, living 
Creatures, yet they differ in kind, notwithſtand- 
ing the other agreement. So much mult your 
Religion differ from what it once wes,felfe it will 
prove to be of little worth, at laſt, even no more 
han that of the Phariſees. 

2. He that hath this new Life, he lives a Holy 
ife, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Heb. 
I2. 14. he is Spiritually minded, he Walks after the 
$p;ric. Rom. 8. 1, 4, 5, 6. he minds and ſecks the 
kings above ; the things of another World, where 
ſeſus Chriſs is. Col. 3. 1. | Phil. 3. 19. he thae 
inds Earthly Things, his end his deftrution : this 
s the true Word of God. Fob. 17. 17. Thy Word . 
Truth, Let men flatter, and deceive themſelves 
ow they will; it they do not live a holy life, 
nd alk after the Spirit, they are in their Sins 
Ill ; and their fab, it they pretend to any, is 
but a Dead Faith. Ir is true, this Spiritual Life 
nay be much clouded, and the Operatiggs of it: ; 
| Wuch impediced, ard hindred, bur tae it is ; 
- 15 not always eaſy co be diſcovered, as it is 
ith a Cb:1d in the Womb, if it have Life, ic will 
z, and be felt at times, though ſometimes, and 
fome caſes, it may be not of a good while: 

d 1t 1s 1n this calg ; and this Life may peihaps 
D 2 at _ 


at ſome times be beſt diſcovered, by the oppoſi- 
tian that is made againſt it ; by thac Luſtmg ſpo- 
*ken of in Gal. 5. 17. of the Fleſh againſt the Sp f| 
rit : by that Warring. Rom. 7. 23. Some perſons | n 
fear they have no Life, becauſe they have I 2 
that which 1s indeed a good evidence of Lite: if I tf 
there be any thing of the Spirir in us, the Fleſh I tt 
will Luft againſt ic; and fo allo as that we canzet I A 
do the things which we ould : if there be thath tt 
Law of the mind ſpoken of, Rom. 7. 23. there 
will be found another Law warring, and bringing | th 
fs into Captivity, unto the Law of Sin, which 1s mm fe 
 ou# members; and it 1s trus allo, thar a Chriſtian I p1 
mult not ſit down under complaints, and give | y« 
way to the tmward workings of Corruptions, I at 
* the iſſue of chat will be ſad ; yet where a Lively | /y 
Faith is, that Soul is full of. fad and forrowful} d: 
complaints. Paxl was fo, and who more than ſh: 
he * ſee Roms. 5. at large : atid indeed, if there be} 77 
no #zr, there 15 no Lyfe of Grace ; and he that] y« 
will approve himſelt to be a Living Chriſtian, lic 
muſt be tn good earneſt in this Warfare, and} y« 
will have a forrowiul experience daily of what] 
it is to bz brought into Captivity. Oh ! wretched IÞ cc 
man that I am : he faith nor, that I was, but, that} m 
IT am. T& thoſe think of this, who go on in an 1i 
eaſy ay ; neither $:;z, nor Satay trouble them ye 
much : Formality may” paſs on. eaſily 5 but theſ 
Power of Godlineſs will meet with the foreſt Con- 
flitts and Oppoſarions; for this ſtrikes right down C! 
blows at Sin, and meets with anfwerable oppoſi- 
(LON « 


tion: who had more Grace than Paul ? and who ! 


own eyes: who have had more of C5rif# in then 
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more ſenfible of Oppoſition, than he? ſo that 
when, or when ever he would do good, any - good 
thing, evil was preſent with him. ROM. 7.2L. 
thus it was with him, thus it .15 with others. 
And for this there is a cleud of Witneſſes: may 
the number of them be increaſed daily ! 

3. Where this Spiritual Life 1s, Chriſt lives m | 
the Soul ; Gal. 2. 20. Chriſt lives in me.----Oh ! 
{ce here the priviledge, the glory, and the hap” 
pineſs of a Child of God : and conſider 1t ; 
you it may be, have many duties, good deſires 
and aftec&tions, and the like, in which you ſecret- 
ly truſt : but conſider, doth Ciriſt live m 1049? 
doth he dwel}, and rule in you? it not, you 
have no well grounded hope, Col. 1. 27. Chriſe | 
in you the hope of Glory: It Chriſt be not in you, 
you have no well-grounded hope of Glory, Con- 
ſider it well; you have this in you, and that in 
you, and the other thing, it may be jncreaſed 
im Goods, as they ſaid of themſelyes. Rev. g. 197. 
common Convictions have brought you on te ' 
many things ; well, but is Chrif# in you, or not? 
it he be nor, efre long you will be aſhamed of 
your hope. 

Now if Chr: 5e in you, Then, 

I. You live a Life of ſelf -aba/ement : the more 
Chriſt lives, and rules in any one, the more mean, 
and low, little and. zot hing is ſuch an one-in Fs 


than Paul had ? none more ; or for certain, be 


 Þ IE TOI had 


33 A Dead Faith 
* "had very much : yet fee what he ſaith of him- | 
| *TeIf. 2 Cor. 12. 11.--T be nothing, Gal, 2. 20. 1 live, 
| get not ]. Eph. 3.8.---Who am leſs then the leaſt of 
| all Saints, When a man lives a ſelf righteous life, 
he exalts himſelf ; all his abaſements and humili- 
ations, are in the iflue, but his exaltation, and as 
a ſtepping ſtone to raiſe himſelf upon ; the ſe- 
cret language ot his heart is, I, 7: Tam this, and 
I am that, and I can do, and do do theſe and 
thoſe things : But when Chriſt comes in to the 
Soul, there 15 a great change, then the language 
is {till ; Not 1, not 1! then Chriſt is all in all: a 
perſon defires to acknowledge him in all : and 
to fer the Crown upon his head; and the Soul 
ſecks it felf, in abaſmp it ſelf, and in exalting ol 
the Lord Chriſt : and fain would do fo, more, 
and better ; and 1t this be not the frame of out 
hearts , and the Spirit of our Religion, we indeec 
way call it Chrifian, but the Lord will not call 
it as we do, Wherefore conſider this ; did yo! 
ever find any thing of this Change, of this ze1 
way of living ; do you grow {till leſs and leſs,ant 
. dothChriſt grow greater & greater in your hearts 
as Jobn ſaid of Chriſt; be muſt mcreaſe, but 
muſt decreaſe. Joh. 3. 30. and as veilſe 29. thert 
in he would rejoice : know you what 1t 1s, th 
to 7ejorce? Utd you ever feel any of this kind « 
Joy < the Lord help you rightly to refle& up 
your ſelves, and to confider thereof. "Y 
2. If Chri#t live in you, there will be a dj 
wnto the world, Gal, 2,20. 1 am crucified with Chrif 
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Crucifyed, unto fin, and unto the World, If Pers 
ſons Love the World, and the things of it, as x Joh» 
2. IF. Chriſt doth nor live in them : in this caſe 
the words plain, let perſons look to themſelves 
as wcll as they can. Alſo ſee Gal. 6. 14. It you 
be not Crucified unto the World, and that to. you, 
you have as yet no ſaving acquaintance with the 
Croſs of Chriſt, And yet we would have none 
of the Children of God diſcouraged : and there-' 
fore if any ſuch obje, and ſay, 1 can find but litile 
or nothing of this dying unto the World, yea rather 
there ſeems to be much of the contrary. viz A heart 
much cleaving unto theſe things. I anſwer, yet 
it may be God is carrying on this work : you 
know there is pam upon the Cro(s, and fo, it may! 
be (1) The Lord is embi:t:ring unto you. all theſe 
things, in which you have been roo much ſeek 
ing ref : it may be you have ſeldom had any 
outward Comfort, but you have had your Craſs 
with it ; yea the greateft Comforts, and Sweets, 
have had their bitters with them. All thy Roſes 
have had their thorns ; and: ( 2.) It may be 
God hath made you weary ot the worldlinefs 
and carnalneſs of your own hearts ; and allo 
ſhewen unto you 4 better way of livinz ; thought 
you cannot come at it, at you would, yes 
you can account it precious, if you could attain 
It : ahd you ſay, Ob ! how happy ſbould T be, if 

could live in a Spiritual Frame, and walk after th 
Spirit. as Rom. 8. 1. Now ask your felves, what 
you would have, if you might have what yo 

| OW would ; 


to A Dead Faith 
rould; cannot you fay as he did. Pfal. 119. 30: 


[ have choſen the way of truth. Perhaps you will 
ay, I find a ſtrong defire after the things of this 


But are there not times when it is otherwiſe ; 
anc. hath not God ſhewn unto you, 4 more excel- 
pert ay ? perhaps 1t 1s now a dark time, but con* 
der what hath been; remember the times, of 
hich you are ready to fay, then it was hetter 
ith me, than Now : had you never any ſenſible 
ellowihip with the Father, and with his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus ? yea, doth not your judgment” {till 
and for a Spiritual way of Living, though you 
cannot regulate, and cemmand your affettions as 
you would, but are daily brought into Captivity 
unto the Law of Sin, as he complains. Rom. 7. 23. 
3. Ii Chriit hve in you, he will ſometimes ma- 
iteſt himfelf unto you. Joh. 14. 21. he will not 
be whoily a S:ranger unto you, he will ſometimes 
let you ſee ſomething of his face, and ſome times 
{more than at other rimes. Sometimes you ſhall 
fit down under his ſhadow, if not with great, yet 
wich ſome delight at leaft. as Cant. 2. 3 and his 
| rt (hall be ſweet unto your zaſtk. Yea, he will 
bring you into his Banqueting Houſe, though your 
Entertainment there may not be ſo full, -and 
large, as toms have Experience of, And to o- 
| por £1115 2 liftlo, conſider theſe things. 
| Xx, g0menmes he manifeſts himſelf to his by a 
ſudden and ſ-a/wle breaking in of light upon the 
pou), 2 Cor.4.6. As ia the firſ# Creation, fo in this 
; 7 ſecond. 
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World, and I doubt, I cbuſe thele things Anſw » . 


'enlightning. Thus he Pal. 119. 18. Oper tha 
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ſecond. God who Cemmanded the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the * 
lightwof the knowledge of the Glory of God, in the face 

of Jeſus Chriſt. This is ſometimes ſudden, it is * 
ere a per ſon: zs aware. As Cant. 6. 12. The Word © 
of God 1s Light. 2 Pet. 1. 19. And one principal | 
uſe of 1t, unto us, is to give us light : Even Spiri- | 
tual light, and Spiritual diſcerning of Spiritual 
things. Pſal. 19. 8. & 119. 130. 1t doth enlighten © 
the eyes, and giveth light : and it it have not this * 
effect in us ; we have no real benefit by it : if 
thus 1t be bid to us, 2e are loſt. 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4. But * 
that which I ſhew is, that the Lord can, & ſome- - 
times doth make the light of his word, ſuddenly 
and gloriouſly ſhine in upon the hearts of them 
that are his. Oh ! how precious is a word, ſome- 
times made to be unto a Child of God, which 
he hears or reads, or is made to come, into: his 

mind ! And hethinks he ſhall never forget fach 
a word, and ſuch a time. And. many times, theſe 
breakings in of light are at uch times, when they 
are leaſt of all expe&ted. And he that hath any 
taſt of this, will defire more of this /;ghr, and 


mine eyes that 1 may behold wondrous things out of | 
thy Law. And all theſe Openings and Enlightnings, 
come from above ; they can 1n no wile be porter, 

unleſs they be giver. Jam. x. 17. And doth any | 
poor Soul chat hath had them, fear they are' of ! 
his own »:akmg ? let him then, it he can make 
more, The Lord gives them,how, & when, to : 
Wnon 1 
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whom, and in what degree, he pleaſeth. 
| 2. Sometimes by a more gradual diſcovery of 
the 2ay of the Goſpel, whereby the Soul conF'to 
ſee more clearly into it. This is ſometimes, as 
the dawning of the day, by degrees, and hence 
leſs ſenſible unto them that have it ; but yet 
hereby Chriſt is more known ; and the Soul in- 
creaſeth in Spiritual knowlege, or underſtanding, 
as 1t is called. Col, 1. 9, There 15 a notional know: 
ledge of Spiritual things ; and a Spiritual under- 
ſtanding ; this 1s only tound with true Believers 
T Cor. 2. 14, 15. And ſome thing of it, with all 
fnch : and where it is, it ſhall be zzcreaſed : and 
, this ſhould be much endeavoured by all ſuch, 
2 Per. 3. ult. And this is that which the Apoſtle 
ſo much deſireth for them, in Eph. 1. 17. By the 
improvement of Sanctified reaſon, called by the 
Apoſtle, tbe Spirit of Wiſdom: ( for ſo I underſtand 
it ) Chriſtians grow into a further meaſure of the 
knowledge of God, and of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
whom to know, is life eternal. Joh. 17. 3. And fc 
are by degrees further rooted and built up in him, 
and more eſtabliſhed in the faith. Compare Co/. 
"3. 0 Ferſes 2, 7. 
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Try your ſelves whether your faith be a Deas 
faith, or no : I ſuppoſe you to have faith, to be 
believers, and to have hopes that your condition 
Gcd ward, is Good ; and it may be you fa 


you 


Anatomized. 43 
you will cruſt in Chriſt, and whatever come o 
1r,you will do fo ; and for all theWorld,] wouk 
not willingly ſtagger the hopes, and make fad the 
heart of the meaneſt of thoſe that are indeed true 
Believers in Chriſt Jeſus. Nevertheleſs ( theſe 
times abounding with ſuch as be but forma! Pro 
feſſors ) let us learch and try the matter, and no 
tightly paſs it over. And Conſider, © 


Trial, T. It may be your truſt in him ariſeth 
from oze, or all of theſe things : and fo it is with 
many, and if fo, with you ? your faith is a Dead 
faith 5 and what ever elſe you be, you are yer in 
Jour ſms. ( 1 ) Perhaps it arifeth from ignorance 
of your ſelves, and of tin, and of God &c. It will 
one day appear, that the very bottom and found- 
ation ot ſome mens faith, the Eorner ſtone of it is 
laid in, and ſprings trom 7gnorance of themſelves 
and of ſin; and trom ſecret, unſeen, but a real 
Contempt of God, whom they ſeem to fear, and 
pretend to trult in : they traſt in him, fo did they, 
Mic. 3.11. Not becauſe they knew him, but ra- 
ther becauſe they knew him not. Oh! conſider it, 
you ſay you truſt in Chriſt, but it may be you! 
never ſaw your ſelves yet, nor the Plague of your 
own hearts, "The Commandment never came, & 
ſin never revived, as he ſpeaks, Roma. 7. 9. It may 
be you never faw the evi] of /m. You neithe 
know God, nor have ſeen your ignorance of God, 
Now while a man is thus without a thorow Con 
viction, it may bea thing of no great — 
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or him, to truF in Chriſt ; as he thinks : but 
when he comes to fee himſelf, and the Law, his 
aith and truſt will vaniſh 3 and he muſt begin 
2gain upon a new bottom : and now it appears 
that his former truſt and faith, was nothing, but 
Preſumption, raſhneſs, folly, deluſion : all which 
had its foundation laid, in a deſtrudtive, ruining 
zgnorance of himſelf, and of that, holy, holy 
Greadtul Majeſty with whom we have to do, & 
\who-will by 70 means clear the guilty. ( 2 ) Per- 
+ haps 1t atgeth only irom an Hz#torical, notional 
knowledze, of the way of the Goſpel, It may be 
you have read, and heard much of this way, and 
ſeemed to fall in with it, and there you reſt, but 
know nothing of the power of it, or of the difficul- 
* ties that be in it. See 1 Cor. 4, 20. The kingdom 
of God is not in word, but in power, Tx Thel. I. 5. 
| Our Goſpel came, not in word only, but in power. 
The Law muſt come in power to &} us, that we 
+ mav Live unto God, Gal. 2. 19. And ſo muſt the 


—_— 1ving benefit by it. 7 power. (1 ) To overcome 
the beart, that we may ſubmit to it : for the 
| heart is ever full of oppoſicion to the way of the 


- Golpel ; and that upon diverſe accounts. 2 Cor. 


imaginations, or, reaſonings, and every high thing that 
» exalts it ſelf, 8c. ( 2) To affe& the beart much ; 
L Ic is an affeing thing, when the Goſpel comes 
in power. An excellent, and weondertul thing 
-15 1a the way of the Goſpel : in it felt it 15 io 
all 


- Goſpel come in power too, or elſe we {hall have no 


T0. 4,5. Pulling down ſtrong holds, caſting down 
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and to all that have a right underſtanding of ir 
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Phil. 3. 8. Allo it is powerful in melting the heart] 
for, and 'urning of it from ſa. Tit. 2. 11, 12. 
( 2 ) Perhaps your faith 1s a cover of, and a: 
pillow for Spiritual ſicth 5; and then it 1s ſurely: 
a Deaa faith. Sometimes perſons being unfound, 
they are lazy and flothtul ; they will not watch, 
and war, and work, as they ought ; they ſecretly, 
mentain a 7rce with their luſts, they will not be 
at paws to purge themſelves, and to mortity* 
their luſts; which yet they muſt do, or dy ins 
them, and for them. Rom. 8. 13. Well, what reſt 
can they have in that way, and how can they +» 
be quiet ? Anſw. They truſt :n Chriſt, as they ſay, 
ang will venture themſelves there, and this quiets : 
them. Oh ! Adulterous Generation ! Do 'you make - 
ll a Pillow for ſfotb, a Patron of ſa: ? Ir is no. 
ter : Will ye fight againſt him with his own- 
Weapons ? Cry, Hail Mafter, and betray him ? 
He knows how to diſcover, and to deal with ſuch 
well enough; and will do it in due time ; he 
will diſcover the guile and treachery of their own | 
hearts to themſelves, and to all the world. - Pon: : 
der that place, x fohn 3.3. He that hath this hope © 
( which ſprings trom a lively faith ) purifies bim- 
ſelf. But he that fits down in /loth, and loves: his 
fin, hath a Dea# faith. I ſay not, he that Com 
plains of Spiritual ſlethfulneſs in himſelf : for what 
almoſt do many Godly ones complain of more ? 
and they account that itis never better with them, - 
then when they can get forme power g_ It. 
OW : 
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How ofteh doth the Pſalmift beg, arid pray, 
Ericken me : And ſee Pſal. 119. 32. When thou 
Jnalt enlarge my heart, &c 

Trial 2. It your Faith be not a Dead Faith, it 
will have fruirs : even ſach as we read of, Rom, 
6. 2. Fruzts unto holineſs : ] ſhall inſtance in three 
hings. ( 1.) Repertance. ( 2.) Mortification. 
(3 ) Vieifcatiim. Now theſe are great points, 
and to open fully any one of them, requires a 
treatiſe by it ſelf, I mention them only by 
way of «rial, to diſcover whether our Faith be 
a Dead Faith or not. And therefore muſt paſs 
over them briefly. 
Fruit 1. One fruit is Repentance ; and this 
makes way for, and unto holmeſs of heart and 
hte. Acts x1. 18. it is therefore called Repentance 
unto Life. Repentance ( if it be true ) and F airy 
go togeth:r. Mark 1. 15. Repent ye, and beeieve, 
| CC. there is a Repentance preparatory, and ante- 
F cedaneous unto Faith: and there is a Repentance 
{ that is a conſequent, and a fiuit of it. Now tis 
| this Reventance of which I am to ſpeak; and I 
ſhall conſider theſe few things only, in ſpeaking 
'to which yet I may take in, ſome of thole things 
4 >, which are preparatory tO, tho* chiefly I ſhall 
ipzak of thoſe things which follow Fazth : the de- 
ſign of the whole is, to diſcover to us what our 
Faith is, whether a Dead Faith or not. ( 1.) A 
ſight of fin. ( 2. ) A ſorrow for ſin. and( 3)A 
ſhame, or felt-abaſ}ment for it. ( 4.) The main, 

Pr principal ſpring and riſe of that Jorrow or 
ſhame, 


ſhame, viz. ſome Goſpel conſideration, ſome- 
thing ſeen of Chriſt, and of the Goſpel. ; 

I. There muſt be a /ipbt of ſin : until a man 
ſees ſm, he will never, he can never repent of it : 
and he muſt ſee it aright, efre he can repent of it 
aright : and to that end there mult be an erl;ght- 
ning, and an opexing of the eyes: a turning from 
darkneſs unto light, which is a main work, and 
fruit of the Miniſtry of the Word. Ads 26. 18. 
Mans natural ſtate, is a ſtate of darkneſs, biind- 
neſs, ignorance, though he know 1t not, yet ſo it 
15: now When God will do good to any, He 
calleth them out of darkneſs into bis marvellous light : 
but that which I ſhew 1s, that when God will 
do good to any, by giving them Repentance unto 
lite, he gives them a /#gbt of /i : till they ſee z cr, 
they will not repent of it; and when they do 
ſee it, they will repent of it, and turn from it. 

Obj. But-don't all men own themſelves to be 
Sinners, and moſt men own themſelves to be 
great Sinners too ;3 what is this /igbt of mm, of 
which you ſpeak ? 

Anſw. There are ( among the reſt ) theſe three 
things in it, which I ſhall obſerve from that fſe- 
enth of the Romans, where Pau! ſheweth how 
e was with him, when God came to do him 
zpod, -( 1.) Such a /ight as came from the co- 
Wing of the Commandment, verſe 9. the Com- 
zandment came. How ? Why, it came with 
ight, and was ſet on with power upon his heart : 


here is no thorow knowledge of our ſlyes, any 
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| of fin, withotit this. verſe 7. I had not known ſan, 
but by the Law : i.e. by its coming thus: for ©- 
therwiſz he knew the Law before, and Sin too ; 
and thought he knew all that he had need to 
mow : this is therefore ro be conſidered 3 you || . 
Jay; you know, and ſee fin, but I ask, how did 
Fyou come to tice it { did the Commandment ever 
come with light, and power ? hath the Word e- 
ver been a powerful, enlightning word unto 
- Your Souls? Pal. 19. 8.' yea, hath there been 
lach a bt, as could nzver have been obtained, 
by all reading, hearing ſtudying, and uſe of 
means, without this work of which we ſpeak ? 
(2) Such a ſight as comes from the reviving of 
- ſia: ſin revived \aith Paul: the Commandment 
came, and ſi revived; what is that ? Anſw. See 
verſe 8. Without the Law, ſm was dead : the Sin 
before that ſzem2d to be dead, was now irritated, 
now it revives, it appears to be alive, and ſhews 
it ſelf. You 'may underſtand it thus; I will 0- 
pen ut 1n threes things only, and briefly. | 
r. There be all forcs of im, there is every luft 
in the heart of every man: there is a mighty 
Hoſt, and Army of Sins, and Lufts in the heart 
and hence the heart 'is ſaid to be ful} of: evil. 
Ecclel. 9. 3. and hence when he had a fight of 
himſelt in fach renewed convictions as God. 
law meet co give him, he ſaw his Sins to be in-P,. 
numerable, ever more than the hairs of his head: 
Plal. 46. 12. and fo Paul, Row. 7 8. ſaw in him], ; 
{c1f all manner of concuiſcence ; and it is egor Pa 
WALR'O 
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with m__ under conviaions, to fay that they 
find in themſelves all manner of fin : buc char | 
which I ſay is, what-ever they ſee, every 
ſin 1s there really, and & ſhall know it too, 
ere the Lord have done with them, it he mean. 


. 


dF to make thorow work with them. 
= 2. All theſe particular L»fs that be in the 
- | heart, do not always actually fir cr work ; they 
ws are like to Enemies that Ly Entenched, all rea- 


dy, upon the Watch word, or Alarm given, to | 
| ſhew themſelves, and to make a fierce aſfaulc, as 
ol} occaſion may be; whereas many oft them Ly 
ſtill, and ftir not at all, or but little, of a long 
of | rime rogether : much 1o it is here, in this cale. 
All men are by nature, what any oze is ; Un- 
clean, Drunkards, Murderers, and the like; all 
theſe, and all other fins are in them, they. Ly 
Encamped, and Entrenched in the heart, all rea- 
dy when a Tempration ſhall come, and reſtraint 
"be removed, which are many, and various, and® 
of which, 1 cannot now ſpeak in particular ; they 
{will farely ſhew themſelves, as much as any ©- 
ther ſins, which do ſtir, and work in the heart 
or life. Hazael will ſhew himſelf ro be a Dog, 
. though at preſent he himſelf cannot think it. 
4 2 King. 8.13. | 
"007 - 3. When the Commandment comes, there is as it. 
ww were a great Alarm given to Corruption, and 
7 *Jhence there is a great ſtir in the Soul, as ic were | 
nya rally, and up-riting of Corruptions; and hence 4 
"*| Paul faith, that why the Commandment came, 'it 
g | E 2T0u7 ht 
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| wrought in him: 4. e. it did irricate, and flir up 
| 1n him, all manner of Concupiſcence, or Corruption, 
| Din was now, (if I may ſo expreſs it) all up in 
Arms; when the Commandment came, it fell up- 
on fin in good earneſt to deſtroy it, and to root 


- 


#it out ; and hence Sin, did ( as it were) ſtand 
> for its Life : it ſhewed it felf, its ſtrength, 
ts rage unto the utmoſt ; before this the Com 
mandment d1d nothing to the put pole, it made 
no vigorous on ſee upon the Soul ; the moſt it 
did, was to bring the Soul to ſome Outward Con: 
formity to the Law, which Sim withm might the 
more eaſily diſpence with, becauſe it might till 
Itve, and reign in the Soul, notwithſtanding 
that: but when indeed the Commandment comes, 
the cafe is otherwiſe ; ſin perceives it ſelf to be 
ir} reat danger, tts very life and being is ſore 
- -fkruck at; and hence it wall ſtir, work and 
-#hew ti ſclf,.cven all that jt can, Alas, what 
- Co many perſons think of $i! will it dy cafily 
and quietly teave is ſtation, will ic do nothing! 
and ſpeak never a word for its life ? are ou! 
Eufts ſuch tame and feeble things? Oh ! no 
Paul, found ic otherwiſe ; and ſo ſhall any ons 
that ſhall indeed pur the matter upon tryal : yea 
after Converſion, tho* ſin, and formality. ma] 
tollerably agree together 3 yet where-ever th 
Power of Godlineſs, is in any good meaſare, the 
enfueth a fore war with Sin; and the more the 
is of tne Power of Godlineſs, the more We ani 
cloſe will the Corzvate and Gonfizer bg ; who 5 | 

P ; | 
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plains more, than that great Chriſtian. Rom. 7. * 
23, 24..and in the foregoing verſes? and why 
doth he thus complain ? was it becauſe he was 
weaker, and had leſs Grace ? No, it 'was jult the 
contrary. In a word, let us be ſincere, and in 
good earneſt with our Luſts, to deſtroy chem, 
and we ſhall then have a very humbling, - aba- 
ſing experience of their ſtrength and power in 
us: while in the mean while Formality may pals 
along in the world, and thorow-all our religious 
periormances much more quietly. 

3. It muſt be a killing ſight of fin. See Rom. 7. 
9, Io, 1I, 13. Sin revived, and 1 dyed ---I found 
to be unto death --and by ut ſlew me - working death 
in me. Here is a heap ot expreſſions, all of them 
ſhewiog the ſame thing in general ; we muſt ccn- ! 


ſider therefore the more deeply what may be 
the meaning of them. This then T ſay, this 
ſighc muſt be a killing fight, ſuch ' as will ſlay @ * 
man: It flew me. When Paul ſaw himiclt tall 
y of all manner of Concupiſcence 5 and when he ſaw 
J ſin appearing in its own colours; it had no viz- 


"off 214 on, it did but look like it felt ; it did appear 
ell = verſe 13. he immediately falleth down dead 
_ at che light of ic ; it 2wrought death in bim, it flew 

YL im. And note here, it 1s a great thing to dy, 
J and it is more terrible ſtill co be aim. Now to 
open this a little,this dying killing, /{ayizg hath theſe 
things 1n it, beſides what elſe might be- named. 

"| 1: It takes away from a perſon the life which | 

4 once he thought he had, and in which he truſt- ; 


et; every man naturally thinks himſelf to be «- 
| Ive, though indeed he be dead in /ms. Rom.7.9. 1 
was alive once; i.e. in his own conceit : ſo are 
many : and they truſt in this life, they poſe 
| live upon it, it is their confidence, and their re- 
joycing, they account it gain, as he ſpeaks, Phil. 
3. 7. and this many do, whatever they think, 
| pretend, or profeſs to the contrary : now this 
Life is taken away, when a perſon comes to ſee 
himfelf, and his fin arighte. Conſider then thefe 
things, know you what this meaneth to have 
ht Te taken away ? elſe you be alive ſtill, as 
” Pgiul before Converſion was : that is, in conceit 
alive, but i indeed ; and on fome accounts if 
afAtcion, then many of thoſe, who are 

f Chriſt: you muſt dy, you muſt be 
”, thiac fo you may be quickened, and may 
Lrue'urito God. Gal. 2. 19. mark what he laith, 
---T am dead -that 1 might live.--q d. It was heed: 


* 


» 


or {cemi to be. 
2. Ic leaves a man without the leaſt . ability, 
or hope to b#lp h:mſelf : he ſaith, he findeth, and 


no more than a dead man hath : and he hath no 
 bope in that matter; we ſay, as long as there is 
ay. there is hope ; but when a man is ofice deat 
* 

live in himfelt;he hath many {li-righteous hope 


ful that 1 ſhould dj, that I might /ive: a manfſ zo 
without this may indeed /;ve unto himfelf, but} 
not unto God, how religious foever he may be, 


feeleth that he hath' no ability co help himſelf 


re is no hepe: ſoit is here, while a man is a] w 
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1 | byt when the Commandment comes, and fi re- 
e || wives, and be dyes, all cthele hopes 'are gone ; and 
d || truly perſons do not eaſily come to ſay there is 
- | no hope. Ifa. 57. 10. Men indeed do eaſily own 


1. | themſelves, many times, to be wholly belpleſs in * 
k || themſelves, but when they come indeed to feel, 
and find it fo, ic is grievous, it is a &illimg thing 
ta them, and cannot be otherwiſe; but I ſhall | 
not enlarge in this point, yet a word ofit; 
wherefore I ſay, 
3. It is a terrible thing unto the Soul to come: | 
unto this, as we have formerly, and but now al- | 
fo hinted ; and that for theſe reaſons. I.) The 
Soul is now under the deepeſt ſenſe of: Soul cc» 
cerns,& highly engaged to ſeek for belpzhe cannot 
make a light rhing of periſhing, as many do, and | 
as perhaps bimfelf once long did ; no, it is now” 
| unto him, as indeed it is in it felf: « fearful thing 
jo fall inzo the hauds of the living' God. Heb. 10. 
31. he cannot bear the thoughts of periſhing for |} 
ever ; helies under a deep ſenſe of a necettity ! 
of having help ; be hath no-reft becauſe of ſin, and * 
bis iniquities are an heavy burden, togs, heavy for bins. 
Plal. 38. 3, the Spirit is wounded; and he can- | 
vor bear it ; a ſenſe of wrath lyes on him, fo that 
row he Can no more reſt, and ſleep as in dayes | 
of paſt... (2.) All that he hath builr, and leaued | 
upon, Now faileth him : he would have done } 
what "Scy endeavoured. Rows 10 3. wit. have 
ejenbliſhed bis own riglteouſneſs. There is not one 
ma among all Adams Polterity, that is not na- 


E 3 curally ; 


is 4 


n 
| d 
- 


44 A Dead Faith 
turally very ſtrongly inclined this way ; but he 
* fees now that he: carmot do it ; he cannot make 
” his own way (ſtan; he labours in vain ; and 
inftead of growing better, he complains that all 
is worſe and” worſe, and therefore now knows 
not what-to do, nor what courſe to take, nor 
which way to turn himſelf, 4#. 2. 37. and then 
(3) He fees no other way of help as yet : the 
right way he knows not. 1/a. 59. 8. and as yet 
there is 20 judgment in his goings: all his own 
-wayes fail him 5 and hence he muſt needs be 
diſtreſized; and a thorow fight of fin doth not 
come oft lightly with. any ; though ſome have 
more grievous, and ſorer travel than others have 
Oh ! confider theſe things, it may be, you have 
not taken the firſt ſtep towards Repentance, you 
'have not had a thorow feht of /in: if fo, the 
reſt is wanting, and your Faith, but a Dead Faith 
2, Another thing in this Repentance, which 1s 4 
fruit of a lively Fanhgis 'Scrrow for Sim z the Scrip- 
tare abundanily makes mention of this 5 and of 
ten fers it forth in very high Expreflions. Se 
Ezek. 7 16, Where true 'Repentance is, there 15 1 
Mourning for f1n--- All of them mounging, every 0 

* for his iniquity : and Zech 12.10. They ſhall mo 
as owe mourneth for bis only ſon, and ſhall be in bitter 
neſs. 2. Cor, 7. 9. Yee ſorrowed unto Repent ance, 

. 3. Another thing in this Repentance 1s Sharn 
and Abefement of Soul for Sin. See Rom. 6. 21 
---T boſe things whereof yee are now aſhamed, Whe 
God gives Repemtance to a Perlon, he is aſhamed 0 


his former wayes and courſes ; whetherthe wall 
ed in a way of groſſer /aming, or in a way of Phe 
riſaiſm, and elf righteouſneſs, as Paul once dig 
truſting in a'blamelefs Life, as he call it, Phil.3Þ 
When his eyes are opened, he will be afbames or 
himſelf,his fin & folly,ſhewing it ſelf, in his for- 
mer wayes and courſes. And of this ſorrow and 
ſhame T ſhall ſay cheſe things briefly $ a lictle to 
open, and enlighten the things we are upon, as | 
we go along. (1. ) This ſorrow and abaſement 
ariſes from an enl;ghtning to ſhew a man more of 
ſin, than once he ſaw in himſelf ; and to ſhew 
him the evi] that is in ſin. Firſt there muſt be 
an enlightning, A. 26. 18. To open their eyes, and. 
ro turn them from 'davkneſs to light. There muſt 
then be an enlightning, as alſo we-have already. 
hinted : and they have nothing of this enlightuing, 
that know nothing of their own blmdneſs and! 
darkneſs, who never ſaw, felt and mourned under: 
that : And this enlightning is to ſhew a man more: 
of himſelf, than once he did fee : for this is cer- 
tain, perſons though they live under the light of 
the Goſpel, yet they dor't know how bad and. 
vile they be, until God open:their eyes, and cauſe; 
them to know their abominations ; which is uſuale: 
ly by the work of the Miniſtry, Ezek. 16. 2: The! 
Spirit working with the word ; otherwiſe all 1s 
nothing : or the moſt that a perſon will actain, is 
an Tiſftorical know'edge of himſelf, and of high 
own vileneſs ; and his Faith and Repgertarce wild 
bs an{werabls. Alſo the evil of ſin ( as we ſaid } 
4 nal 


ſ 
4 
dof 
p84 


| I. T7 
4 | F Fl ; i "O15 


be Jon: ſin muſt be ſeen' in another man- 
Eg andFeok with another face, than once it 
L. 7 1c-muſt appear /#z, which it doth but to a 
and become exceeding ſinful. Rom. 7.143. And 
A 2 man wil be aſhamed and mourn, and not 
Elle. (2. ) This forrow and mourning hath al- 
wayes a great mixture of hardneſs and pride of 
' bear with it : for in nothing are we perfett in this 
life; and what is there almoft that a humbled 
| doul complains of more, and deſires to get rid 
of more, than of an hard, and a proxd heart ; and 
+1o much of this is ſometimes ſeen, and felr, that 
a pzrion fears there is nothing elſe. See Iſa. 63.17. 
\FÞhis is certainly one part of a Chriſtians work, 
and his Warfare'is within his own heart, with the 
' pride, hardneſs, unbrokennefs, and other diſtem- | 
' pers thereof.Some Profeſſors indeed find no hard || tc 
work with their own hearts, they think they have || fc 
| all things, and have need of nothing 3 but theſe are 
indeed miſerable, wretched, blmd and naked, Rev. 
3.17. They indeed Pray for many things, but | 
not from a ſight and ſenſe of their wants ; they Þ x. 
F ACC only erpty wards . which they ſpeak. and the C| 
Lord abhors their beſt Prayers. ( 3.) This for- || k 
row and abaſement is a growing thing : if other 
| Graczs grow, this doth 3 and as this groweth ſo. || & 
*do all other : if a perſon don't grow in Humilzari- || 
| on and Reventance, he groweth not at all, fo as i»- | ;- 
C eed to increaſe with the increaſe of God. Now this | 
growth in ſome, indeed is very little ; as fome 
men, fo ſorgs Chriltians are very low 1n ſtature : 
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and there are Winter ſeaſons in many .rnus 
lives, in which they grow bur little, or not at all :' 
yet 1n their general courſe they do grow. Joh. 55% 
2.He purgeth them that they may bring forth mere fruit.” 
Now confider this ; ſome ſay, they have Repented * 
of fin ; and hence ſit down, - as if all the difficul- 
ty were over, and they had no more to do: 
but if their work be right, it muſt Tontinue, in- / 
creaſe and grow. If your Repentance be all oveny” 
and done, it was never yet well begun : Als you | 
have deceived vour felves : think of it, while 
time laſteth. 


4- The main ſpring of this ſorrow and abaſe: 
ment, is ſome Goſpel Conſideration : ſomething of 
Chrift, and the Grace of God in him. T3t.2. 11,12. | 
What is that which effe&ually teacheth a perſon 
tO deny his fin, and to repent of it? Truly nothing 
1o much as this : viz. the Grace of God appearing. 
There be other things, but this is the main. See ! 
7. | Ezek. 16, two laſt verſes. Confider then what - 
It | influences,and motives 'you are under ? is it things 
Y || Legal or Evangelical? is it Law. or Goſpel that | 
© || chiefly moves you ? you will fay, how ſhallT : 
- | know that ? Avnſw. 
( x.) Hath the light of the glorious Goſpel, * 
ever been made toſhine in unto your hearts ? To \ 
ſome it is bid. See 2 Cor. 4. 3,4,6. But God ſhines . 
into the hearts of ſome to give light. Hath he ever | 
ſhined ” into thy heart ? Hath the light of the 
Goſpel been unto thee, the moſt glorious light 2: 

(2. ) Do Goſpe! Conſiderations influence, =o0 | 
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work on your hearts ? it may be you can ſome: 
times fear ; but doth the Love of Chrilt ever cox- 
tſfram you. 2 Cor. F. 14, 15. If you do live at all 
a Spiritual Life, you Live to him that dyed for you, 
| and bis Lowe conſtrains you : and indeed whatever 
we do in Religion, if it be not a fruit of Fazth;and 
of Love; ( for faith works by Love, Gal. 5.6. ) all 
1s 20thing ; and whatever, and how much ſoever 
ic be, the Lord accepts it not with any good will. 
Now lere js a Kd that ſhould be untied, as 
we g0 alung, leſt we leave matters too dark. viz. 
Some think they have Love to Chriſ#,when indeed 
they have 7ecne : and ſome fear they have none, 
when indeed they have much, at leaſt ſome. A 
word of each. = 
I, Some think they have much Love to Chriſt, 
but they. have zone in truth : or no tre Love. For 
as we read of true hotneſs ; or holineſs of truth. Eph, 
4..24. So there is a true Love ; and a Love that is 
not of truth ; and the Love which many have to 
Chriſt is no better than that which they had of 
old, who one while Cryed, Hoſanna to the Son of 
David ; and atterward, Crncify him, Crucify him, 
away with hi ; or that oi the young man that 
came rwmnmg to Chriſt, with much zeal, and by 
and by, he twrns his back on him ; he went away 
F forrowful, So it is with many, they ſeem to have 
much Love for a ſeaſon, but in ttme it withers, as 
Joh..5. 35. The reaſon i5, they never kzew Chriſt, 
nor themſelves neither, not thorowly : and hence 
It is with them, as with the fory ground, Matth. 
13: 
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33.5, 20, 21. There wanted deepneſs of earth ; 
thorawnelſs of Convittion ; and hence thongh 
the word were received with joy, yet all durethy 
but for a-while ; he hath no root in himſelf : nq 
inward principle of Spiritual life & love ; only the" 
natural affeitions are raiſed, by the power of Con+ 
victions, and turned ( in fome ſort) another way; 
than formerly ; but there heing no SanRifying ? 
change, in time, all turns again to the old Chan: 
nel : or elfe a perſon contents himſelf with com- 
mon. love, and affe&ions, inſtead of that which is 
Spiritual, and flows from a San#:ifymg change in 
the Soul. "1408 

2. There are ſome that have much Lowe, or at. 
tealt true Love to Chriſt, that fear that they have 
none at all. O5j. How can this be ? if a-man-have! 
true Love, he may know it, one would: think. 
Anſw. No, not alwayes: we can netther diſcern 
Chriſts Love to us, nor owr Love to him, unleſs the 
Spirit of God, diſcover the ſame unto us.. x Cor. 
2. 12. Weare ſaid to receive the Spiric,; that we! 
may know he things that are freely given to us of 
God. So alto thoſe things that are freely wrought 
in us, will be all clouded & in darkneſs,unleſs the; 
Spirit do enlighten our minds, and diſcover them 
unto us. ' See Rows. 8. 16. The Sprrit t elf bears; 
witneſs with our Spirit, Our Spirit will, it cam! 
witneſs nothing to us, for our comfort, unleſs the 
Spirit of God joyn & witnebs together therewith 
if this Spirit as to this work of it, be withdrawn 
( as many times it 1s ) we are all in darkneſs, and 
ha 


T7 . ; &?,; a 
© 


«G A Dead Fajth 
have no light, though, we fear God and obey him 
there is no light ſufficient to diſcover that to us, 
which indeed is in us. A perſons love to Chrift 
15 always ſeen, and diſcerned by Chri#3, bue not 
always by himſelf, yet we ſhould ſeek to find jt 
Out in our ſelves : and therefore as we paſs along 
in our work, conſider only theſe two things in 
this place. 

- 1x. Have you ſeen Chriſt ? if you have, you can- 
For but Love,and believe in him : and ſo & contra. 
Seen him ? how 1s that? Anſw. Not with bodily 
eyes : for when he was on earth, many ſaw him 
ſo, and periſhed for'ever : and to fee' him now 
| with om bodily ezes, would be like to confound us, 
rather: than profit vs 5 however it is not to be ex- 
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43 by us. Not by hear-ſay, and report only : 
for fo all ſee him under the Goſpel : but have you 
ſeen him, by a ork of the Spirit revealing Chrift 
in you ? Gal. x. 15, 16. When it pleaſed God to reveal 
| bis Sons in me, or to me. Ghriſt is never i.cn, or 
known by any, how much fſoever they hear of 
| him, rill God reveal him. Now, if you have 
ſeen him, there is ac leaſt a latent, rooted Lowe 
| to, and belief in him, which ſhall never utterly 
# fail, but in due time appear, and at laſt be tound 
| unto Salvation. And it yon have ſeen him, you; 
| have ſeen your Spiritual ignorance of him ; and 
" that ignorance that yet remains, 15 among your 
chief complaints. | 
| 2.[t you Love him,you will Love thoſe that are 
bis. 1 Foh.3.14. And on this account, for that of 
| = | —_. 
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bum, that is in tbe» : and he that doth not Love 
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the people of God, doth wot Love God himſelf 1 Joh. 
4. 20. If we Love him, 2we ſhall Love them that are 
his, becauſe they are his ; and they are one, as 
God and Chriſt are one, Fobn 17. 11, 21, 22. 


2. The fecond fruit to be conſidered of (by 
way of tryal ) is Mortification of ſin, or the pu- 
rifying of the Soul from it, which is a fruit of 
faith. AQts 15.9. Purifying their thearts by faith. 
The heart is never purified; and ſin is never mor- 
tified, until faith come : and that always doth 
ſomething this way, unleſs it be a Dead faith. 
Sin may be as it were ftunn:d, and knockt on 
the head, by Convi#ions, and legal terrors, but is 
never mortified, until faith come, and then ſomes } 
thing is 'done indeed. 

Now, having mentioned this, as one thing to 
try our ſelves by, we muſt clear and open the 
point, and endeavour to free it, ere we Jeave it, | 
from whatſoever might cloud and darken it : 4 
And the difficulty is to ſhew the difference be- | 
tween the effeats of Legal terrors, and Common 
Convictions in reffraining ſm, and chat of Faith in 
mortifying ſin : and the difference between that | 
efte&t which that faith which is yet indeed bur a | 
Dead faith may have upon /#, and that which a 3 
Lively faith hath in moriifying of fin. | 

And firſt we ſhall confider the difference that 
is between Legal Terror; reſtraming Sin ; and that; 
ol Faih in mortifying it. And here 1 prenul 

. yy © 


F this one thing : wit. that particular. Luſts, by Le- 
| gal Terrors, and common conviaions, are many 
.timmes, as it were benummed, 1n a ſwound, when 
"Not at all mortifyed 5; and here many deccive 
themſclves ; they find no preſent diſpoſition, or 
| Inclination to their former luſts, but ſome averſa- 
t:0n trom them, and hence they think they are 
throughly reformed; and #-ortified, when as there 
35 no ſuch thing ; they have only changed their 
way of {inning ; as he that was a groſs Sinner per- 
haps, is now a formal Profeſſor, a ſelf righteous Sin- 
mer : SIN in him now runs out In another channek; 
{ he is as much. a Sinner as ever, tho* in another 
way, and he ſees it not. 

Now when fin is only ffunned and benummed 
' With Legal Terrcrs, and forced as it were to pull 
| In its hea, and co ſhrink back into the deep, & 
* Qark corners of the heart, and 1o to find another 
vent, a more ſecret , and undiſcovered pallage. I ;1 
Then, 

1, A mans life in Religion is mercenary; all his 
Obedience 3s Legal , and Serwile ; not filial: ſuch Ii 
a perſons Obedience is but an endeavouring to || x7 
pay the debt of Satisfaftion for Sin which he || + 
ows to God, and to pacify his anger, which he || ,, 
hopes to do, by a betrer walking then fermerly ; || 1, 
| and though ſuch perſons do not profeſs fo, yet || <; 
| really it is ſo, with them. And hence one-of | & 
theſe things tollowing, may be ſaid of them : 
either ( 1) They deceive themſelves in thinking 
| all is ei] with chem, when ic is not. ( 2 ) They 


find 
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find that they cannot make their peace with God,” 


! and fo return again to folly ; or elſe ( 4) Spend? 

their time in a wearyiſh formality, and' 1o perifh 

T - 

- | for ever at lalt.----( x ) Some think they have 
paid their debt, by their repentings, and reform-.* 


ings, and other good works; and hence their 
minds are at reſt, in ſome meaſure ; but there 
comes an after reckoning at death,when 1t appears 
that their coin is not current: & what they truſt 
to will not be accepted ; the Lord abhors all that : 
they have offered to him for payment ; and hence 
they are caſt into Hell, where they. are for ever 
tormented ; for they can never pay the deb. 
F (2 ) Some find that by all they do, they cannot. 
make their peace with God ; they are {Hill running . 
Into arrearages : ſtill God is provoked by them 
Gayly ; and hence complain that their labour is in ? 
" | ain, that they ſerve an hard maſter. Mat 25. 24. 
that gathers where he had not ſowen; that re- 
. | quires obedience, but gives not ſtrength anſwe- 
5 | rable ; and hence grow diſcouraged, and like the - 

h Tjfraelites of old, finding the difficulties' of the 
O | Wilderneſs, would returm into Egypt again: fo | 
© || theſe forfake the Lord, and his Service, and re- 
turn to their old wayes again, or ſome other as 
» | bad: as the dog to his womit. 2 Pet. 2. ult. ( 3) 
-* | >onge wear our their time in a heartleſs, uncom- 
fortable, and unprofitable attendance ro the du- 
ties of Religion ; they do hope, and fear much ac- | 
S } cording as be the wainings or increaſe of their 13 
y Own rightcouſnefs, Or leg a} performances : for tne Þ 
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is of peace they have not known ; and there is no 
þ 


Juag ment in their goings. | 
- But now the true believer, his obedience is 
' fliat: he goes to work, but not to pay 4is debt : 
tor he hath ſeen that done already by anther, 
or knows that it ever it be done, it muſt be by hat 
| another ; and hence the main ſpring of his obedi- || z7; 
; Cnce, is Love to God, and his great Redeemer ; fy} 
bis faith works by love. Gal. 5. 6. it will work, or fey, 
' Tet a man on work ; but how ? by love. 2 Cor. 0b; 
5-14. The love of Chriſt conſtrains us, faith the A- thi 
poltle. This Faith then doth not ſet a man on'flbe. 
' work, to pay old debts, or new, which no man ſyai 
* Can (o any thing of, either more or leſs : though Hong 
| many attempt it daily, who- yet perhaps under- Gy, 
- ſtand not what they do, and fo undo themſelves, clo, 
* but fee not how, until it be too late. neſs 
' 2. Thena mans hope and comfort is not like 
that of a true believers: What is che /zgal mars 
bope ?, Anſw. That God will not calt him into 
Hell, when he dyes. What is his comfort in 
this world ? Anſw. His comfort 1s partly that 
| bope, and partly fome luſt, or creature-cowfort, 
| that he feeds upon, and commits Spiritual Adult. |: 
| rery with every day, continually. What do 
| theſe bopes ſtand on ? Wha» are they buile on? 
Anſw. His own Obedience, and ſomething in him: 
| ſelf; and hence as he find chings there, better orflimoi 
| worſe as he reckons, ſo his hopes are higher, cfiher, 
| lower, chey ebb or flow accordingly, as we haveJOrd 
| buc now intimated, Well, how is it with the{Lor 
| rug 


-  Afathmized. © _ 
true believer, what are his hopes ? 'Anſw. That 
_ . I God is at peace with him through his Son, Chrif# 
s I Feſus : and alfo that he thall ſee, and enjoy him - 
: Efor ever, of which Inheritance he - bath ſome ear-. 
, Bf hete ; and hence hopes, and' ſometimes per- 
y Ehaps /orgs alfo for the full poſſeflion. Phil. 1: 23. 
i” BHzving & deſire to depart, and to be -with Chriſt, | 
3 {which 15 far better, than any ching, than all, chan _: 
Tr fevery thing that is here in this World to be had. - 
Cr. $Obj, But do all true believers find in themſelves, 
\- {this de/ire to be with Chriſt? * Anſw. No, unleks it 
9n'Jbe at times ? In ſome, the love of rhis World pre- 
N Fails, and.that ſadly, ard that for a longgtime ;z 
h fone would hardly think, that there were any 
I- YGrace in them : Others are almoſt always under © 
SS, £clouds and darkneſs. Ia. go. 10. they walk yn darks 
neſs, and have no light 4 and hence dying is terri- 
Ke ible unto them : but they . have all that principle 
ns Jin them, which (if the a&tings of ' it were not 
one way ot other obſtructed in .them )* would 
thew it ſelf in ſuch hopes and deſires, as we have 
atYmentioned. But what is the true believers com- - 
rt, fore here in this World; for the preſent, ſo far 
#l_ Jas he is, and aRts like a believer, like himſelf 2 
doJA4nſw. One main thing in which it lies, is this: 
n ? viz. in what he can get and enjoy of God here 
m-Jhence let his hopes ftand never fo faſt, he carr 
orgmourn for his want of getting mpre of Go 
ciere ; that he can find ſo little of him in his - 
WeJOrdinances, and Duties of his Worſhip-:"if the | 
theLord be much, or long abſent, he will lament 
us] © EF g aſton. 3 


5 X Dead Faith 
after him; if he. cannot ſes, as he hath ſeen in 
ls Santtuaty; yea though he do dwell in bis bcu{e 
Fer it there he cannot behold bis beauty, he will 
complain,. Cart 5. 6. my Beloved had withdraws 
elf, and whs gone ,-- my, Soul, failed when, 8c, 
thee: Lepall;# mourns. not ui his hepes will bw 
ifand : for his comfors lies. in that, and in an 
Hilulterons Communion with Creature-comforts, 
82d the wanities of this Workd : And if you ak, 
what the believers hope is built on ? Anſw, Chriſt 
and Free Grace is the toundation of it. Col.1.27 
Chriſt in you the hope of glory. 2 Theſ. 2; penutt, 
"Good hope through grace. x Tim. 1. 1. Jeſus Chrif 
which is our hope. Nothing fo hard, _— f 
fee, as to live on the free, rich Grace of Got 
tx Chriſt Jeſus only.; and nothing ſo pleaſing 
unto God, as that we ſhould do fo ; and hereb 
he hath more glory by us, then it we could pre 
fent him' a perie& Obedience. of our own. 

3 When (in is only berummed, &c. whatevet 
 convittions there have been, yet the Command 
ment never 10 came, as to make /# revive, art 

© as tO work 11 a man, all manner of Concups 
#ence, "10 as to make a man feel /in, in ts /irengt 
and dominion in him : for this would bring hi 
to deſpair t bimſelf, and ſpoil all his own rig 
reouineſs, and +/ſelf righteous hopes; and  prepal 
Him to ſzch, a remedy, not in himſelf, but out 

| him{elt, in 'the Grace of God in Chrift - Jeſus 
- when diſcovered. to hirp ;. and unto. unprepare 
| Ines, it is not wont to bg Viicovered. ay 
$2 , vel 
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Every wally ſhall be filted, and every mountain, ana. 
bill ſhall ba-brought low ;----and then, All fieſh ſha: 
ſee the Salvation of God. It is though the Law thang 
we are dead unto the Law. And the Law is our. 
School maſter to bring us unto Chriſt. Gal. 2. 19. & 
3. 24. we then muſt come under a work of the 
Law, that we may be prepared, for the light of 
the Goſpel ; its ſhining into our hearts, which 
many wanting, whatever they profeſs, the Goſpel 
is hid unto them; it ſhines not. 2 Cor. 4: 3. no 
as to the hear-ſay of it, but as to the power, and 
laving efficacy of it. J 

The next thing to be ſpoken to is this, viz. 
the difference between that effe& which that 
faith, which is indeed but a Dead faith may have 
upon fin, and that which a Lively faith hath in 
mortifying of ſin : for there is in ſome a work 3: 
not only. meerly legal, or rather, in” that degree 
legal : for fome legalliſts are more grols than o-! 
thers : bure-  tegether with it, there is a Faith, 
though indeed, but a Dead faith, and even this: 
faith hath in them, ſqme effe&s on ſim, to reſftram 
it, though it never mortify ic. Thus, I conceive \ 
ic was with them, Pſal. 58. 3443 5,36. They ſought 
bim ; and they returned,& enquired early after God : 1 
and not only ſo; but ;hey remembred that Gott 
was their rock, and the bigh God, their Redeemer," 
What then is, and how may we diſcover the dif- 
ference 2 In-true faith there is Love ; ſo in that? 
which is yer but A Dead faith, there -is A Love 
£00, though not ſuch DOM is in the former 2: 
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ve muſt. then ſee, if we-can make the difference, 

xr ſhew it, in dame few things at leats. : |: 

1. Where th*7xe love,.or lively faith is, which 
rfies tbe beart, and engageth the Soul in .»zerrify- 

wo of (in, there 15 an hatred to All fin. Pla. 119. 
Lo4 1 hate every falſe way. In others there may 
pe a falling out, with a ſin; a quarrel with it. for 
2 ſcaſon ; as true Lowers may have their fallings 
out : but here is areal, and a rooted . Hatred. 
Now .ic muſt needs be a great work whereby, & 
a great change wherein a perſon is brought toHate 
that which hs onc2 Loved above all other things: 
To Hete thoſe things which once he delighted in, 
and which were to him as a Right Eye, or a Right 
"Hand ; 14a as bis very (elf, Math. 16.24. Let him 
deny himfelf. How impoſſible is this to gvery 
mart, and how far is he from it, unti} a great 
. work, and change be wrought in him ? he may 
| think he can do it, and doth do it, but if ever the 
| matter come indeed to tryal, he will find him- 
| Telf as far from it, as unable to do it, as a dead 
| rap from railing himſelf opt of the Grave, and 
| Going the. works of the living. It is God only, 
| by his mighty porver, that can give hfe- unto the 
* Spiritually dead. Eph. 2.1.5. When ye were dead 
"3x ſims. And where this hatred is, there are theſe 
| things. ( 1.) A ſcoiible mixture of. Lowe to that 
| which 4 man bates : fo that he loves what he hates, 
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' 41d hates what he loves, and abhors himſelf for 
. What 1 
; bur there 

Was 


_tTi;at /ove he finds unto fin. Rom. 7: 1x; 


| Bate that do 1, And he not oply Gid it 
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was alſo ſome love to it : for his hatred of /m wa®| 
not perfe, though ſincere. Phil. 3. 12. Not alreadM 
perfef : no,"not in any one point 5 he was yet 
carnal” and ſold under {in, as to the unregenerate! 
part, verſe 14. though as to the inward man, it 

_ was otherwiſe, as\wverſe 22: As long as we havg' 
fin in us, we-ſhall have ſome /ove to it : thols 


i 
” | then that think they have no love to fin, in they 
l 
E 


do deceive themſelves ; they do not know them 
ſelves ; andit is to be feared, that they have na 
true hatred." ( 2.) A making out, in the uſe of} 
means alter, an utter aboliticn, and rootmg cut of 
1 ſm : ſo that nothing will give the heart tull reſt, 
or conitent, while any thing of /# till remainethy} 
Outward comforts, inward affe&ions, and enlargey 
: ments, and affiſtances in duties, and fuck hkey} 

are things in which many unſound ones relt | 
T But be that Hateth all ſs, will never reſt, until it 

is All gone : yea the more help he hath again ! 
1 ſin, and the more it dyes in him, the more he 1g 
d 


ſet againſt ir ſtill : whereas ic is contrary- withy 
others, that take up their ſtand, and make thei! 


's relt in Reformation, without Mortification. 
S * o " » ., 
1 2. This true, lively fai:h, which makes a per- 


2 fon to ſeek to Mortify his fin ; it fers him of | 
work, as Gal, . 6. He will up, and be doings 
That he may mortify his luſt;he muſt work, Phil 

2. 12. And not only fo, vut-it teaches him,.as tl 
7 work, 1o to look beyond ail his own works, "and, 

doings and to own hinifelf to be a poor Nothing 
elle-it.is but (.as I may tall it) a Feral faith.” y 
| F 2 a7 
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lid much, and fo did Apollo too, yet neither of 
hem were any thing, x Cor. 3.5, 6, 7. So inthis 
eaſe,for a perſon to do mach, and yet after all to 
ay,.1 am nothing, as he did, 2 Cor. 12.11. is a 
lyſtery, which faith only teaches ; and few 
now what it 15, to be diligent in doing, and to 
rely only, on the power & grace of God in Chriſt 
pr ſupply of all 2yants. We may have a gene- 
ral notion of this, but a lively ſenſe and feeling 
df it, is both bicter and ſweet, and an effe& of a 
Lively faith only. bh, 

Now it is true that an unſeund Profeffor may 
do any things, as Herod did, Mark 6, 20. he may 
aound with Religious performances, as they 1/a. 
IX. Ir. had multitude of ſacrifices, yet to no pur- 
poſe : the Lord faith that he was full sf them : So 
they Iſa. 58. 2. Sought bim daily. Yet there is this 
difference alſo, beſides what hath been ſaid. 


Ethe External performance of duties; and much 
F farther from that they never go. But true faith 
tzeaches a man to look chiefly where God looks 
chiefly, viz. to the manner of performance, to 
the ſincerity and uprightneſs of the heart in all 
.Outies. And hence what complaints do true be- 
tievers many times make of Hypocriſy, and by ends 
an dutics, of /elf ſeekings, and the like, which they 
cannot wholly lay aſide & free- themſelyes from 2? 
Something of this nature, no doube he found 
awhich brought forth that cry, Pſal. x19. 80. Let 
my, bears be ſoma in thy farmestbat I be not ofoaned. 
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C x. ) Such as be unſound ones, uſually reft in 


A true Chrittians great work in all his religiou$ * 
Services, is with his W3: heart, that in all he may 
approve - himſelf unto God. (.2.) - Unſound 
ones do ſeek, and reſt''in themſelves in all they , 
| do. Zech. 5.5, 6. They did faſt, and mourn &c. : 
| but faich God, did ye at all do it unto me, cuen | 
unto me ? they did all for themſelves. A ſound. 
believer hath reſpe& to God, and the pleaſing of : 
him, and finds reft in this. Pal. 19. «/t. Let the. 
words of my mouth, and the meditations of my beart, 
be acceptable in thy (ight,O Lord my ſtrength and my. 
Regeemer. q. d. ii God accept me, it I may plealg 
him, It is well,: it is enough ; he hath been! 
good to me, my Redeemer,and it I may but pleaſe 
him, that is the great thing that I ſeek. Here, 
underſtand aright. I; 
I. There is no man that can deny himfelf, fo 

as not to ſeek himſelf more than he ſhould : ſelf 
will te riſing up, but grace will ſanb and rebuke 
It, and fay to it, get hence | and would have no 
more to do with it ; as they Taid of their Idols." 
Hol. x4. 8. Self is the great 140 which almoſt all 
men, worſhip and ſerve. "51 
| 2. No man 15 bound net to have any Eye to. 
bimſelf at all, in what he doth. Heb. 11. 26. yet 
a graciogs reſpett to God, ſhould and doth jnfluence 
every gracious Soul, in what te doth, in his Sers 
vice. And many there be, I] doubt not, that it 
called to it, would deny themſelves, ſo. agto for 
lake all forChriſt, yea,to dy in his cauſe, howeve! 
they have jealous, and low thoughts. of cheny 
DP 4 ſelyes 
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*Blves; and ſoit is with many that hold on in 
a ſteady way of obedierlÞ®, attending conſci- 
| entiouſlyto all-theOrdinances of God,and known 
- duties of his Worſhip ; what they do,is in ſame 
| meaſure from their good reſpe&,and love toGed, 
and his wayes, who yet cannot fay it of them- || 6: 
ſelves, and not from ſervile fear only. And that || tl 
| appears thus, (x ) If it were from ſerwile fear || i 
only, they would in time grow weary, of Gods || 2: 
wayes, as many do. Mal. 1. 13. & Iſa. 43. 22. || tc 
{It is true, there is often ſome; yea much ſerwile || al 
{ fear in a Child of God, and.there is alſo a wea- || p: 
ries in Spiritual work 3; but then how is this | fc 
complained of ? do not they, loath themſelves || / 
*Jor it ? are-not they weary of that wearineſs? and || u 
\ God makes good that promiſe unto them. 1/a. I lk 
| 40. ult, the meaning is, not that they ſhall find || 
"No wearine(s, or faintings at all, who wait on God, || 1 
but that it ſhall not prevail ſo, but that as in the || G 
| beginning of the verſe, they ſhall renew their Þ|'r, 
* ffrength, and go on ſtill. 2 Cor. 4. x----we famt || tl 
* :0t : ut hold out ſtill: fo here; but as verſe 16. || tl 
| they don't faint, becauſe the inner man is renewed || b 
day by day. Yet David complained that his Soul I} t 
fainted far Gods Salvation. Pſal. 119. 8x. (2) If I r 
-1ewere only from ſervile fear, a Form of. Gedlineſs || t| 
{would content them, they would not {ll be ma- || t 
*King after, and prizing the Power of Godlinefs, in | a 
their qwn hearts, and lives, and in others too.: 
yea, the Power of Godlineſs would be a thing un- 
Known to them 3 as 1t is unto many ; and BP 
4 | C 


* _ Anatonnize. 7 
be theſe things in ic. See Phil. 3. 13,14: (1) A. 


= 


forgetting the things that are behind, contrary to a 
reſting-1n preſent attainments, as they did, Rev, 
3- 17. Who bad enough, and need of nothing : as 
2 man that runs in a race, he minds not what is 
behind him: and when a man __— the things 


f 
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that are' behind him, he ſees a need to be doing 
{til}, and is defirous of getting more Fil, as well 
as, of getting ſome at firſt : tor what profic is it, 
to fet out in a Race, it a perſon do not hold out, 
and go onMit? (2) A. clear conviction of a 
a | perſons imperfeions, and a ſighe of things yet be- * 
1s || fore bi, which are precious in his eyes; as more 
es. ſtrength, and diligence in duties z more conformit 
1d | unto the will of God; a further ref, and a ful- 
a. Þ ler contentment, and fatisfaftion in God, as a 
1d | 77ans portion. Plal. 16. 5. theſe are things before 2 
d, | an, and precious in his eyes, if the. Power of 
1e | Godlineſy be in him : Hence ( 3.) There is a 

ir | reaching after theſe things : a preſſing on - towards 
»t | them: a perſon doth not only uſe means, but in 
6. || them he ſeeks after theſe things : if the queſtion 
ea || be as to them of old,: Fob. r. 28. Whom ſcek ye? 
ul J the anſwer will be as before ; more of God, and 

It | more of Chrif#, &c. theſe are the things which 

ſs | they fo much ſeek; to whom it may be ſaid, as 

a- | to them, in" Mar. 28. 5. fear not, ye ſeek Feſus ;; - 
In | and that they fo did, appears in thoſe fad com- 

plaints which they made, when Ordinances are, 
or ſeem to be, empty things to them ; and him... 
whom they ſeek; they do not there tind. ci 
But | confi- 
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 confider it 5 you attend means, but what ſeek ze? 
is it to pacify Conſcience, and to ſatisfy Convit: 
"ons only, and to patch up a ſelf-righteous peace 
| only ; or is it Feſus that you feek, and more of 


' him ? Let your peace be, according as you find . 
in theſe things. pe : 
3. The third Fruit mentioned by way of p 
Tryal; (for it is an Uſe of Tryal that we ars ba 
upon ) is Vivification, or a living, or a being «- ſc, 


live unto God, as it is called. Row. @ 1x. Gal. 2. 
19. Now ſeeing there is ſuch a thing as living 
upto God, or being alive unto God, and that it is, ; 
where-ever true Faith is, as appears from the laſt Þ, 
named place, verſes 19, 20. compared together ;., 
it concerns us to confider, whether we have any, 
thing of this Living #0 God, or no. Let us then 
conſider a few things, as briefly as we can, out 
of this laſt named 'Text, which may help us ta 
diſcover whether we be alive to G:4,or not. 

1. A man muſt be dead unto the Law, before 
he can be {ive unto God : he that js ahve unto, 
the Law, is alive unto himſelf, as Paul once 
was. Rom, 7.9, and indeed fuch an ene Hives 
unto bimſelf, while he ſeems moſt of all to be 
live nto God; and the Lord abhors even the 
beſt, that is to be found with ſuch a man : well 

. then ; a man muſt be dead unto ;the Law, be 
fore he can, I ſay, can live unto God. Now thigh, 
is a great thing, and it is a great work of God 

| to bring a perſon to it : viz, to be dead unto the 

! Law| 


Jeu, Ty5 
Law, none but he that made Heaven and Earth, 
cat do it: for conſider, 
1. Every man naturally is alive unto the Law 
25 Paul faith he once was ; and ro take away life 
k a great thing, and makes a very great change, 
in what ſenſe ſoever you underſtand it : it is 
preat in reſpec of the change that is made; and 
in reſpe& of the rely#oncy and oppoſition that Is 
made againft it : indeed there 1s a difference, 
ſome die more eaſily than others do. Now 1 
lay, that every man naturally, is alive unto the 
Law : +, « he ſeeks life by the Law, as they did, 
$Rows. 9. perult. many times perſons don't know 
hat they do thus; thev may profeſs, and proteſt 
&g ainft ic, and yet do it; and it is ſurely ſo with 
perſons, when they have only a de&rinal knew: 
$*2ze of the way of the Goſpel, but never faw a- 
My need of, or never came under a-powerful work 
Ft the Spirit, to convince them of righteouſneſs, 
as well as of /z : there is as much need of the. 
Ine, as of the other : for if there be any diffe- 
ence ( as I think there is, on divers accounts ) 
e are more eaſily convinced of /zz, then of the 
ay of the Goſpel : for we naturally know ſonit- 
"Ping of the Law,, but of the Goſpel, we .know 
Sothiag by nature: and all the whole body of 
Path in us, oppoſes it, unto the utmoſt ; there is 
othing in us, but as it is under the management 
nd influence of Corruption, oppoſes the way of the 
$o/pe?, not only much, but unto the -utmolt , gr 
F*/much as can be : it is far eaſier ro convince'a 
LGW, | Inan, 
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man, that he js a Sinner, and deſerves to dy; than 
convince him, that he may be Saved by Faith in wh 
Chrift Teſus : yet how many know nothing of 90 
the Plague of their own, hearts in this matter! Ij© 
2. He that 1s Dead unto the Law, hath - experi 6 
enced his own inability to perform, or keep the} 
Law. It is not perſons having heard, or. having” 
been told, that will ſuffice thorowly to conving 
them, of their inability to keep the Law : for they 
will not throughly believe it, until they have 
tryed it, and* have an Experimental. knowledge 
of it. This we ſee by conftanet Expegience ; & 
it may be otherwiſe evidenced alfo : though 
perſons have Lived all their dayes under the Go 
pel, and have had s good Education, and hay 
gathered much head knowledge, yet when Con 
viions, and awakenings come upon them, th 
firſt thing that they do, is to ſeek Righreouſneſs, 
it were by the works of the Law. Some indet 
have a notion, and alfo ſome experience, of thei 


{tr 


own inability to keep the Law ; but yet for wat 1c 
of a thorow awakening, and thro the prevail * 
3ngs of a Spirit of /orbfulneſs, and averſenets un, 
Spiritual work, they never make thoitow try 1; 
and ſo never come to a thorow ſight of then fo 
ſelves, and of their own Nothingneſs : | they fa fo 
Oh ! they can do nothing of themſelves ! and ti h 
they find it fo too : but it is no otherwiſe will | 
chem, than with a ſ{otbful Servant, that lifts a lit p 
ata heavy burden, and crys out, that he caniil h 


, . or moye it, whereas he never put forth. 
[trengi 
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an ſtrength, to try what ke can do; a cudgil or 
Fe whip would make him do more, a great deal. 
oe*9 it 1s here, imall awakenings, bring forth ſmall. 
endeavours, and leave perſons alive unto the Law 
« Bil. Conſider chis then, it may be thy Con- 
0 vitions of thy own nothingneſs are but what the 
-o/orbfut Servant hath; if fo, thou muſt go to 
work again : and get thee to thy old fears and 
heyerrours, which were ſmothered, by one means 
1442. Other, and dyed away too ſoon. There * be 
1,4 many that dy in the birth 5 many whoſe Con- 
*  Frictions iffue in formality, refined ſelf righteouſ 
8n/s, and ſelf decerwing. 
"f. 3- He that is "Tg unto the Law, is convinced 
"Yof the evi} and folly of ſeeking righteouſneſs by ite , 
He hath been made to ſee the pride and felly of 
Yhis own heartin that matter, and is aſhamed of 
/, Fit. Pgrfons muſt be afhamed of their own gvayes, 
44 ciore they will come to Gods way, You that . 
"lay, you never ſought righteouſneſs, as it were by 
J works of the Law, you always knew better than to 
do ſo ; yoll may do well to conſider deepl 
- *} whether you do not deceive your ſelves. An 
this know for certain, that whatſoever your Re- 
'Y ligion, progreſs, & attainments therein be ; you 
J don't live to God, and your faith is but a Dead 
© faith, it you be not Dead uno the Law ; all you. 
* =. have ( 11 it be much) will be found ar laſt to be, 
, jj 00. better, no other, than a fine ſpun thred of 
he Phariſaiſm, and felt dzluſion ; and after all you 
t | hayc done, a fearful perdition, will be the illue. 
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2. He that. lives unto God, lives a Life of faith: 
or, the life that he now lies: is by the faith of the 
Sorr of God, as tis fpeaks, Gal. 2.20. Not a Dead 
oF##th ; but that of the Son -of God, And where 
this faith comes and prevailes in the Soul. 4 

x. It Coth asit were Amilate the Creature 

2 Cor. 12.11. It Empries 4 man, it 4% as it were) 

takes him off his own legs : it makes a man, in 
his highetft atcainments, co be -#othing in his own 
Eyes. So, if that ſecond of Gal. 7 /:ve, yet not L 
This is a Myſtery, 1, awd jet nat 1. Before faith 
comes, or betore a man is humbled, he is A Gres 
Somet bing, in his own eyes, though indeed work 
an Nothing. Rev. 3. 17. But when faith comes 

Ie 15 both a real ſomething, and a great nothing 
* And this, as I faid, is a great Myſtery 5 a piec 
of jen, 5 nonſenſe to a carnal heart. 2 Cor. 

F.E're fauh comes a waus felf ſufficiency 1, gone, 
#, All £ ſuffictency is of God ep ſuffick 
, ency in himfelf, no, no not fo much as to think 1 
good chought. 

And in this. Aznihilation of the Creature, there 
are theſe things ro be conſidered, beſides what elle 
might be named. 

. 1. A difappointment of Expe&ation, as to the 
way of liveing a Life of Religion. Firlt, a "man 
thinks he hath ſomething of. biſelf, and he will 
nat ealily chink;otherwite 5; and then he expecs 

'to have ſomething given to him,whereby he. may 
ict up again, and /:ve upon himſelf ; bur when the 
matter Comes to tryal, he finds that hg mult.live 

upol 
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upon. avother ; and live ( as we fay ) from hand ta. 
mouth :' 7efterdayes Aſſiſtance, will not help him 
tor this dayes work, He that conld do all things ' 
Yeſterday, can do nothing this day, unleſs he have 
Afiſtance from the ſame hand, which is Arbitra- 
77, given or taken, or denyed, as hepleaſeth from 
whom it is. And hence often ariſe great diſcou- 
ragements.A. perſon faith, thought ere now,1 ſhould 
have been able to do more, than, I find, I can; I am 
Jill wile, fill} a poor 2yretched Creature ; I can ds. 
netbing, perform ns duty, as I ought : yea the Chit: 
dren of Gad, are oft left to themſelves, that they | 
may know themſelves,and where their dependance 
Is. See 2 Chron. 32. 31. And in a Chriſtians or- | 
dinary courſe, wonted Afﬀiſtance may now and /1 
theta be withdrawn, on the ſame account. 
2. An Abaſement of Soul : A perſon is brought 
to be poor in Spirit : he hath a low eſteem of 
himſelf. Eph. 3. 8. is excecding wile in his own 
exes. Job 40. 4. Faith indeed purifies the heart, but 
ic alſo opens a perſons eyes, 1o that he fees fome- 
thing of the fin that ſtill dwells in them ; and 
great Faith, and a little ſight of that, will hardly 
conſiſt together : ſometimes, where true faith 15, 
there 15 a great mixture of arefineprion which .. 
makes faith ſeem to be much mote, and greater 
than indeed it is. I 
3. An Inward Conteſt, or Strife in the Soul re- | 
IpeRing this Nothingneſs and Abaſement,; the un- 
regenerate part reluctates, and oppoſes, this way 


el abaſcment ; the new man cloſys with it, as os 
| 102 71408 : 


DS AN Dead Faitf 
| beſt way, 1s an excellent way. - Phil.3.8, the know- 
edge of Chriſt, and the ay of the Goſpel, hath ari 
Excellency in it. And the kriowledge of our 
ſelves, Chrift, and of our 6wn Norhivgneſs. go tor 
ether : He that Exalterh Chriſt muſt debaſe him: 
elf ; he that prizeth Chriſt, moſt deny ar.4 abhor || © 
imleif : Self exalting; arid Chrift-exalting, are in- || 2 
dnhſtent, in the power thereof, tl 
Now conſider this ; you that can eaſily exalt; Þ| » 
{and magnily Chriſt ( as you think) verily you 
F| have cauſe to fear that you never knew what it 
{| was : you are utter ſtrangers to a Life of Faith, 
+ | Which chough it be ſweet, and precious, yet by 
{ reaſon of Corruption, and through Temptation, it is 
F uſually. very difficult, eſpecially at times. i 
2, This Faith carries out the Soul unto God, || h 
> and that in theſe three reſpeas. ( 1.) As look- Þ| h 
þ ing to Him for all it wants. ( 2 ) In acknowledg- || £ 
+ ing him, in All . it hath. ( 3.) In uniting the || E 
* heart co God in Love. at 
| - 1. In Looking to Him for all it wants: Faith Þ a 
leads the Soul to Wiſdoms Gates, to the poſts of | vi 
F her door, and there it ftands and knocks, and 
waits, as Proy. 8. 34. the heart will be ſtealing 
| out, and turning aſide to ether doors, but when this 
1s ſeen, the Soul rebukes ir ſelf for it, and is a- 
- thamed of its own folly. Now is it thus with 
| you ? whither go you for help? perhaps you 
you will ſay, 1 go to God alone? but do not you 
turn aſide elſewhere ſometimes; if you ſay no : 
you do tiot know your own hearts : and it i 
; AI 
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Anatomized. 3 
- | as if you ſhould fay, you have no wnbelief, no ſelf” 
n -{ righteouſneſs working, and prevailing in you» | 
r || and who hall believe you in that? this fin, if- 
Je 
7 


any, dwells in you, and will carry you Caprive, 

* | ſometimes : But I ſay, Faith carries the Soul out 
26 | of it ſelf, unto God, in Chriſt Jeſus, for ſupply of - 
n- | ants; and therefore in this reſpe& it doth twa 

things. ( x.) It ſhews the Sov! its own emprs- 
tz Þ meſs. ( 2: ) Chrifts fulineſs, or all ſufficiency. 
Ju r. The Soul is made to ſee its own emptineſs, * 
it } and nothingneſs : It may be you will * ſay, this 
bh, | you have ſeen, and do fee-this : but I ſay, con- 
yÞ| ſider, whether it be ſo indeed, or not: have 
1s || you ever ſen a need of Almighty Power to make 

Þ| you ſee it, to cauſe you to fee it. Ezek. 16. 2. | 
d, || have you ſeen the enmity and oppoſition of your 
k- | hearts againſt chis ſight of your [Aves : Doftrinal 
o- | Knowledge of Spiritual Things, is more eaſy, but | 
he || Experimental Knowledge, and clear conviations, | 

atte& mens hearts, and 'break them to pieces ; } 
ith | and there is much in the heart to oppoſe, and 
withſtand the ſame. 

2. The Soul is ſhewen, or made to fee the ! 
Suffictency of Chriſt Jeſus : it could never ſee ir, 1 
or believe it, it it Were not ſhewen, by a power» * 
jul work of the Spirit : yea, the heart of man | 
makes ſtrong oppoſition againſt the way of rhe * 
Goſpel, it hates the knowledge thereof. Vrow.1.29. 
and the fecret language and voice of the heart is, | 
as Job 21. 14. we deſire not the knowledge of thy 
waejes, It is true, there is in the heart an eormiry | 
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againſt God,-and all of God; all his Wayes and 


"Laws, and people ; but eſpecially againſt Chrif, 
_and'a ſaving knowledge of him: and hence I 


fay, there muſt be a mighey work of the Spirit, 
to ſhew Chr:/t, and his hinefs, and ſufficiency tg 


' Save Loſt Smners ; 4nd 1t is a glorious ſight wheh 


ſeen. Joh. 1. 14. We beheld his lory, the glury, &C. 


| Conſider it then, haſt thou ever ſeen the Glory of : 


Teſus Chriſt ? you have heard of him, read of 


- him, ſpoke of him ; but hath he been revezled Fj 
' fo you, and have you ſeen him ? Joh. 6. 40. you 
Mult fce him, not with bodily eyes, for that 


would contaund you : and Ged muſt ſhew him, 
elſe you cannot ſee him: and if you ſee him. 


; Hor, you cannot be/zeve in him ; Hence 1f the Pt 
G./pet be hid < which ſets him forth ) it 45 ro ſuch Wc 


as be loff 2 Cor. 4 3. and hence? in verſe ſixth, 
God who commanded the light to ſhine out of dark-. 


| meſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of Þ- 
* the knowledge of the plory of God, im the face of fel 
* ſus Chriſt. Here mark ; it 15 God that gives this\F#: 


light ; it is he that ſhines in our hearts; and there 
muſt be an Almi7hty Power pat forth, elfe to: us 
the Gujpel will be hid He muſt commang the 
Light, ec. eli2 tie God of this World will blind 


\ 4s, 1o as that, the Light of the Goſpel f the glory 
of God ( for fol read the words ) ſha 
- unto us, Or in cur hearts: in darkneſs we be by 
| nature, and ſo abide, until he do powerfully call 


not ſhine 


U> l1ito his marvellous light, | 
a. In acknowledging Vim in all it hath ; as hy 
$ : Eee 2+ 7 50, on 


- 
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Soul receives all from God, by Faith: fo Frith « 
ads it, to acknowledge þim in all ic hath; as he 
aid ; 1 live, yet not 1, but Chriſt lives in me; and 
again, elſe- where, he ſaith, be could do al chmgy 
through Chrift ftrengthening bim : Still whatever he 
did, he aſcribes all to Chrift : fo he, Plal. 144. 1, 
2, 3: The Lord my ſtrength, who teacheth my Lond? 
f ſo war, ---my gooaneſs, Kc. mark, how he aſcribes 
f fall co God. Now this che believing Soul -Corh 
4 Jin ſome meaſure, and defires to do it more ful- 
U 


ly : it is a pleaſure to a Believer to be doing for 
briff, and when he hath done all, to be ſetting 


1, be Crown {till upon the head of Chriſt; I, yet not 
nÞ bt Chrif ; it is the voice and language of 
Le Waith. Indeed to acknowledge Chrif# in all a 
-þ@erion hath, or doth, in words only, is ealy ; 
1, Put really and ſenſibly co do it, 1s difficult, and 
k.Fwuch averſeneſs is in the heart of a man againſt 


of #. Conſider then, how you find it, do you ac- 
'e. $nowledg Chri/# in all? do you find it a bard 
1is Fig lo.to do ? do you bewail the contrary, and 
reÞcg help againſt ic? if you cHink it an caſy 
us Fhing, you know not whatit is Ce 
he 3. In uniting che heart to God by love: Faith 
nd nd Love alwayes go together ; they cannot be 
ory ſeparated. 1 Tim. 1, 14. he that believes, he alſo 
ne fÞves : as ſoon as a man hath a ſight of Chriſt, 
by Þe falls in love with him : ++ #s altogether Lovely >, 
-all$s ſoon as the Grace of God rhar brimgs Salvation, 
loth appear unto the Soul, it doth unite the 
the ieart unto him, by love. Eph. 6.23. Peace be 
Qul | 2 : wnto, 
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, #mto the bretbren, and love with faith ; he means 
© an._ increaſe; of /owe, and;fairh : anc puts them towfpate « 
ether, becaule they. afe never ſeparated ; andfi,q q 
Bone he curſeth all that don't Love the Lordfþpe > 
Feſus. ; . hat 
Now, ( as we go along) becauſe that manyſſean 

& gracious ogul may be at a loſs, and unable to "6 
find their: love to Chiiſt, and thereupon be diffi. {, 
couraged ; we fhall mention ſome things, it ong 
which, it uſually difcovers it ſelf, and may ſome copkk 
times be found, when perſons cannot look diff. fc. 
redtly*on' 1t, and find, and feel thoſe ſenſibl.; 
workings of ic in their Souls, which at fome of, ye} 
ther tines perhaps they can ; and therefore thi 


- ayes 
they hare it, they can'c diſcern it. 


emf 


1. Ina deſire of fellowſhip, and communion willyes 


him in his ordinances, as Cant. 1. 1. Let him k : 
me with &Fe. - bis Love is better than wine--- this w 2. 
4 ſign, and an.evid:nce of Love inthem, and ae 
was that 11 verſe fourch, Draw me &c. SO henhiae 
when che Soul defires Chriſt in his Ordinances, at. þ 
breaths afcer, or accounts precious,the diſcoveric ence 
and manifeſtations of Chrilt unto the Soul, in hiff,, O01 
- Ordinances, this is better than wine ; when thoupl fma1 
many wall lay, bo will ſhew »s any goed ; yet tlihere 
Sunl joyns wich them that ſay, Lord, lift thou.) mer 
the light of thy countenance upon us, Plal. 4. 6. An take 
ic is not Ordinanc.s, and duties that will fatiih; vw 
* the Soul, but Chri/# in them ; this is an evidenalF,, ” 
of Love. Cant. 3. 1. I ſought him whom my. (as; ht, 


boveth ; that ſeeking ſhewerh 1o77e, You then thiphen 
M0 Wit 6y1 
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yait on, and attend to theſe and thoſe Orllinances,. 
Bnd duties of Gods Worſhip, what, or whom [ere 
ee? is it, the Lord Feſus Chrift ? or is it fome 
Fhat elſe ? if ic be him you ſeek; 1t: 15 from a 
keance of, and a lowe to him. 
WT 2. This love appears ſometimes, in that they 
Fre fo deeply ſen/ible of it, when they ſee any 
Wro2g offered unto the Lord, his name, wayes, 


$:0ple,” or inſtitutions, Pſal. 6&9. 9. And that this 
'$ irom Love to God, and his wayes, appears in 
"hat they are ſo ready to Condemn themſelves, 
WT well as others : they are giieved at the evi 
Gaye? of others, Pal. 119. 158. But they judge 
Þ<mſelves as chief of /imers, abhor and loth them- 
ves, eſpecially at times. Fob 42. 6. 


'J 3- In their following after God, in all the 


$9 that he hath appointed, Cant. 3.1. I ſought 
14 whom my ſoul loveth, T ſought Him and. 
at by night too, on her bed : this was an evi- 
*Yence of Love. So when the Soul ſeeks God, 

got only in Publick duties, but alſo, where no eye 
"by man fe:s; and it is the Lord himſelf that i: 
"Fere ſought; this is an evidence of much lowe 
#pmetimes. I ſay nor when much pains in duties 
UT taken ; for that may come from other cauſes, * 
is! ut when alſo CHRIST is ſought for in them : 


"14. 63. 8. His ſoul followed hard: after God, 
ja #:bfulneſs in dutics argues little, or no love ; but 
Ulpnen God 3s ſought, and that diligently too, it is 

An evidence of love : efpecially when not his 
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' famwour qnly, but his holineſs is ſought for, to be 
 partakers of that. Heb. 12. 10. | 


US U© 
Of Exhortation and Dire&ion. 


Take heed of reſting in a Dead faith ; and I 
bour for a Lively faith, In other words, ſee th 
you accept the Offers of the Goſpel, ſincerely ; of 
that you ſubmit to, accept of Chriſt as offered i 
the Goſpel : I uſe that word ſubmit : the Apoſil 
uſes it. Rom. 16. 3- We cannot find a Vette 
word. You will fay, how 1s Chriſt Offered 
Avnſw. As a Prophet, as a Prieſt, as a King. The 
things, I ſhall briefly open, when firit of all, 
have premiſed theſe things. | 

x. It 1s the Perſon of the Lord Chniſt thatt 
Faith cloſes with : it is Him: that true faith loo 
to. I/a. 45. 22. Lek unto ME. HE «4s. the Pro 
tiation : as many as received him, Joh. r. 12. 
is the portion of the Soul, and in Him it hope 
Lam. 3.24. In Him the Soul doth acquieſce a 
7eft. Pal. 73.25. And hence the Counſel, at 
Direction here 1s this, viz. See that yeu dal 

+ fall ſhort of Chriſ# himſelf ;. for nothing elle | 
- Cbri5+ himſelf, will ftand you in any ſtead. Y 
have it may be many things; as gifts, comm! 
graces, affeftionz, and enlargements, camfor 
and the like : but have you Chrift himſelf ? 2 
you married unto him? haye you adloſed _ 
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him ? He that hath the ſon hath life, and be that 
hath not the fon, hath not life ; . for life is im the ſon 
x Joh. 5.11, 12. But it comes to none, but to fuck 
as recejve him. If a woman be never ſo rich, he 
only hath Hers, that hath' hey, or matcheth with” 
her. Would you have Chrilts benefits ( he 1s ; 
rich ) than match wich him; if you have him, . 
you have all ; miſs of him, and you have nething, 
Hut Conceit. 1 
If you ſay, how ſhall I know whether T have 
Chriſt or no ? IT Anſw. As your Convittian 1s, fuck | 
ul your faith 1s : as is the preparation work, ſuch 1s | 
| the clo/mg with Chriſt. It 1s a ſure rule ; and this 
is the reaſon, why we ſo much, and ſo often preſs 
for preparation work, The Soul mult be poue 
for Chri#F before it can come to Chriſt, or cloſs with 
Chriſt. See Luk. 3.4, 5, 6. And there is more | 
preparation needful, than many think for : it 15. 
a great work ot God to- prepare the Soul forChriſt, . 
which 1s naturally fall of all ez and oppoſition, | 
againſt Chriſt : the heart being every way, on | 
ever ; fide, ſtraitly ſhy: up, and fortified againſt | 
Chriſt; and there are ffrong holds ro be pulled. 
down. Conſider that place, 2 Cor. xo. 4,5. Here | 
chen Conſider whether you have ſeen Chriſ# or 
not- : for till a perſon ee him,he cannot come to, ;} 
er cloſe with him, as Fob 6.40. As we haye al- 
ready intimated. Perſons do nat uſe to match 
wich a perton, whom they have never ſeen ; or 
it they do, it feldome proves well afterwards 2! 
fo in this caſe': Chriſt muſt he een, and then the! 
| G 4. Soul 
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Soul will: love, and chuſe, and doſe with him + 
| otherwiſe it may match indeed with him, after 
'a ſort, through commen Convidions &c. but it 
will not prove well ; in a time of tryal and 
| temptation, ſuch an one will forſake Ebriff, and 
his cauſe : and thus many do, that de not openly 
| Apoſtatiſe,yet their hearts are ſecretly withdrawn 
from kim, and his works, and they inwardly caſt 
off his yoke : and will not »ortify their luſts, and 
purify themſelves, as he is pure ; as all true be- 
| ltevers do, 1 Fob. 3.3. Now if you have ſeen 
' Chriſt, you have ſeen your gnorance of him. See 
| Prov. 30. 2, 3. That H5ght which diſcovers Chriſt 
unto the Soul, ſhews a perſon both his former, & 
| yet abiding zgnoraxce of him. | 2 Cor. 4. 6. This 
| hght comes out of darkneſs. 
{ 2. It you have ſeen him, it hath been a wonder- 
ful fight. Jeſus Chriſt is a wonderful one ; his 
| name ts wonderfull, Tla 9. 6. And when he is 
Teen, he appears fo to be unto the Soul : he is fo 
| in himſelf, and will be fo to his for ever. His 
Prayer for his' was, that they might” behold #* 
* glory. Joh. 17. 24. A little glimmering of which, 
* here, at times, outbids all that the world hath to 
| give ; and makes us deſpiſe the one, and long for 
more of the other. See Rom. 8. 23- He. bave 
zhe firft fruits, 8c. | 
3. When Chriſt is ſeen, it makes a perſon wile 
In his own eyes, 1/a. 6. 5. When his eyes had ſeen 
the King, the Lord of Hoſts, he crys out, I am 
wnclean &c, The more any ons knows of rift, 
; Tags 
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the w/er he is in his. own eyes : who eyer knew. | 
more of Chrit than .Pawl did ? yet ſee what he * 
ſaith of himſelf. See x Tim. 1. 15.--- Chief of ſin- 
vers. And Eph. 3.8.Leſs than the leaſt of all Saints. "MW: 
Hence ſeveralsorts of Perſons may receive Con- IF * 
viction. | EE 
x. Such as cloſe with Chriſt only upon a n0- 
tional hiſtorical knowledge of him : they have | 
had, it may be great Convictions, and much in- 
ward trouble, about thefr own ſinfulneſs, and 
guiltineſs ; and hence fly to and catch. hold of 
Jeſus Chrift ; and the bottom of all is ( 1t they 
could ſee it )-to Eaſe them in, and not to Seve 
them from their fins : and this faith of chears 
ſmothers their Convictions ; and they are bealed | 
ſlightly ; and cry peace, peace to themſelves, when | 
there is »o peace. Conlider what knowledge of 
Chriſt you have;jis it more than may be obtained | 
by common induſtry, without a Supernatural work 
of the Spirit of Ged ? it is true 3 you may have 
reat enlightnings, and yet fall ſhort of Chriſt ; 
fach as hardly fall-ſhort-of a miracle, Heb.6. 5, & {| 
yea, you may work miracles, and yet periſh for f 
ever. As Matth. 7, 22, Wheretore conſider 
further. be <1 
2. ouch as Cloſe with Promiſes, but not with | 
Chrift in them. "Thus do many : there be precs- ; 
ous Promiſes in the word ; as to ſuch as mourn ;. 
te luch as hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs &C. 
] am ſuch an one, ſaith a perſon, and hence takes 
comfort, but takes not Chrift, Perhaps you wy 
read 
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read many Promiſes, and have had much com: 
fort from them, but have you had Chri# in 
them ? Comfort withour Chriff, 15 but Jike a 
' Shaddow without ſubſtance, or worſe. Many 
there be that catch at, and take hotſd of Promiſes, 
that do miſs of Chriſt, and hence have nothing; 
\ when they think they have all things. Rev. 3. 17. 
Among the reſt that might be named, I fhall 
mention one ſort. viz, Such as look at peace 
| MOTCE chan holineſs e ſider wherein is YOUr | 
| reſt ? is it in peace and ſatisfying Convidtions, or 
in conformity to the will of God ? to be conform-_ 
| ed thereto, is this glory, and happineſs in your 
| account ? Chriſt came to Save bis people from 
| #beir ſims, Matth. x. 21. And to unloſe, or deſtroy 
| tbe. work of the Devil mtihem,xJoh._3.8.To ſet men 
| at liberty from {»,as well as to deliver them from 
| wrath to come, Is he then, on that account dear, 
and precious unto you 2 And conſider all that 
hath been ſaid ; and what is ic, that you have 
| cloſed with 2? is it Chrift himſelf, or 4s it not ? 
And I further add two things. | 
| If you cloſe with, and love the Lord Chriſt 
| himſelf. 
1. You will abbor your ſelves; and there will 
| Þþ2 a continual conteſt - with, and oppoſition a- 
| gainſt your own righteouſneſs: you will ſtill; en, 
| deavour to be beating down that : as he Pbjl. 3. 
8, 9. and you will never wholly «get clear of a 
| ſelf righteous principle, and the workings of it 
while you live 3'it will- {till be working, and 
making 
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making trouble one way or other, more 'or Tels 
when you would rejeet it, and think perhaps ye 
have, it will ariſe again, and be preſent. Rom. - 
2T. | 
2, If you Love him, you will Love wha: if 
bis : his Houſe, Pal. 26. 8. his Laws. Pſal. 119 
97. his People. x Joh. 3. 14. here note, that tr 
love ſprings out of a ſeen, felt enmity againſt God © 
and all of God, which the Soul hath been grea :: 
ly humbled, and abaſcd for. 

3. If you Love him, you will Love his Hol 
neſs, his Graces; and ſeek to keep all his Cor 
mandments : ſee Joh. 14. 21x. he that hath 
Commandments, and keeps them, he it is that lovet 
»e. And there will be nat only ſome ourward 
conformity thereto; but more than that ; as h 
faid, Pfal 119. 129. Thy Teſtimonies are wondeyi 
ful, therefore doth my Soul keep them. | 


We have ſhewen that Chrif himſelf is cloſ 
with by a true Faith ; now I add more particu 
larly ;' in all his Offices he is cloſed with, or ' ad 
_— of, otherwiſe we fall ſhort of him 
alt. 
1. As a Prophet : Jeſas Chriſt is a Prophet ; ani 
it 15 a precious conſideration : it was foretold « 
him that he ſhould be fo. Deur. 18. 15. Acts 
22. and he executeth this Office in revealing t 
his people the will of God, and. their duty 
wards him : this he doth, not only in his Wor 
( for ſo it is revealed unto multitudes of = 
| . are 
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tes) but by a mighty work of his Spirir, in 
ze that are his: elſe his Ford would be as a 
afped or ſcaled book to them, and the Goſpel be 
d, as to any ſaving knowledge thereof; and fo 
ſeeing, they ſhould ſee and ne perceive, which 
the woſul condition of many. Aat. 13. 14. 


I ſhall open this particular thus. 


1. We have the Will of God revealed to us, 
1 the Ford of God : and the Hord of God is 
pleat, and perfet? ; there is no need co have it 
tered, by adding to it, or raking from it. Prov. 
©. 5, 6. Rev.22. 18, 19. ſo that if in any caſe 
ye would know what our duty is, what we be, 
Ir what God would have us be, we muft look 
neo the Ford of God. Ia. 8. 20. io the Law and 
eftimony : and it we willfollow the guidance of 
he Word of God, we ſhall walk ſafely: in all 
zur difficulties, temptations, dangers, we ſhall at 
aſt be more than conquerors; and he took that 
ourſe, P[a. 119. 24. Kings uſe to have their 
Pounſellors, and fo had David; but above all, in 
M1 his difficulties, which were many;he ſought his 
nidance in, and from the Hord of God ; his 
eſtimonies were his Counſellors; and verſe 1of. 
is werd-a Lamp 10 his feet and 4 Light to bis path. 
- Hence all that do indeed believe, have a great 
ipe& unto the Word of God : have they been 
r2 again ? It is by the word of God. x Pet. 1.23. 
bave bepotten youthrough the Goſpel, laith P avi unto 


them, 


| 2natronw zZev. ; 
ther, im x Cor. 4. t5. And have they found th 
parrow way Which Leads to Life, which few « 
find, Mart. 7. 14. It is the light of the glonot 
Goſpel of Chriſt, which ſhewed them the wa 
and led them by Chriſt, to G6d, whom the 
had loft, and were meer ftrangers to, whet 
there was no judgment, or nothing right 7 thet 
goings, but they made crooked paths unto ther 
ſelves, not knowing the way of peace. Ia. 59. 8. and 
had wandered and wildered all their dayes, and 
periſhed tor ever, had not the Word of Chriſt been 
a light unto their path : it is from the Word tha 
they ſeek the mind, and- will of Chriſt their 
Prophet : and it is by that, that he teaches them 
that are his : it was by that, that he got under 
ſtanding ; and hence the Word was ſo ſweet to bis 
taft : Plal. 119. 103, 104. and hence that req* 
queſt, verſe 133. Order my ſteps in thy Word. Tha” 
beſt and ſweeteſt life is when a perſons ſteps are 
molt of all ordered in, or according to Gods word 
hence a true believer loves; and eſteems much © 
Gods Word : as Pſal. 119. 127, 128. Teach 
the way of thy ſtatutes, give me underſtanding, anal © 
I ſhall keep thy Law; yea, I ſhall obſerve it pith 

my whole heart: make me to go in the way of thy 
Commandments, for therein do I delight. | 


Now then conſider what eſteem you have © 
the Word, by which Chriſt reveals his, and hig® 
_ Fathers Will unto his people? if you accept off: 
him, as your Propher, y ou will regard his Word 

a 
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nd hence we: enquire what efteem you have 
hereof ? hear what he ſaid, Job 23: 12: 1 have 
ſteemed the word of bis mouth, more than my neceſ- 
ty food . it may be you will ſay, I hope' I love 
and prize, and eſteem his ord much more : bue 
to fome I may reply, how is it then that you 
ook into #t no mere ? that you-medicate in 1t 1d 
Ittle ? perhaps you can let the Book of God ly 
dy you day after day, and not ſo much as Look 
to it atall: others there be that do indeed 
fead in it dayly, by courle, but improve it not 
hey labour not to find the power of # in thelr 
zearts: and when fo, is it not a Dead Farth that 
gnch reſt in ; or in great meaſure a Religion of 
words without works, or ſuch works as may 
vidence a Lively Faith ? the matter ſhould he 
conſidered by chem, whom it doth concern. 


2. Chriſt reveals things to us by his Spire, 
and hence we have the Promiſe of the Spirit, 
foh. 16. 5. And we read of the Spirit of Wiſdom, 
and of revelation. Eph. 1; 17. The word indeed 
25 full of /zgbr. 2 Pet. 1. 19. It 1s @ light that 
ſhineth &c Burt the miſery 1s, our winds are full 
of darkneſs : we walk in the thick, dark ſhades 
of our natural blindneſs, until God call us out of 
it : and though the /;2ht ſhine in the word, and 
In the diſpenſation of it, never fo brightly, our 
darkneſs comprehendeth it not, as Joh. 1. 5. Hence 


ve need the Spirzr to enlighten; and a great 
ork of the Sperit it 1s ta: cab ws ont of darkneſs, 
AS 
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as the phraſe is. x Pet. 2.9. It is a work of the 
Spire to give us eyes : we have much liebe in. 
the word, But alas we want Eyes : $in and Sa- 
tan, hath put out our Eyes, and blinded us. 2 Cor. 
4 4+ Anditis the work of the Spirit to open 
the blind eyes. See 7(a. 42.7. And it your faith 
be right, it will lead you to Chriſt for this: for. : 
the Spirit will never come unleſs he ſend it. . 


And of theſe that come te him, for this en« 
lightning, theſe things may be ſaid. 


I. They have ſeen their need of it : howelle 
ſhould they go to him, for his help ? did you 
ever mourn under your darkne[s, and find a need 
of the Spirit to enlighten you ? did you evef 
ſee your ſelves to be in darkneſs, in the midſt 
of light ? do you know what that means, to ſee, 
and yet not- ro ſee? Matth. 13. 14--+ Seeing ye 
ſhall ſee, and ſhall not perceive. Did you ever lee 
a weed to kn1vy the things, that you knew before : 
to know Spiritually, what you know DoGrinally ; 
there 1s a form of knowledge, and of the truth. Rom. 
2. 20. And there is a Spiritual diſcerning of : Sps- 
ritual things, which no natural man hath. 1 Cor.2, 
I4, 15. In heaven, we ſhall ſee Cri} with bodily 
eyes; Job 19. 27. But even there, there 1s a Sps- 
ritual /ight of him, and of Sfiritual things, ſomes } 
thing of which is here ; and before Converſion 
there is nothing of it : but when it comes 1t 1 
life eternal, Joh, 17. 3+ 
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They know ſomething. of the neceſſity thereof, 
There is not only ſome zeed, but. a Great neceſſit 
thereof, He that walks in much darkneſs, wi 
quickly..come into much deadneſs ; and tormali- 
ty of Spitic will: graw upon him : and hence 
that requeſt ot Pay! for them, in the forenamed, 
Eph. 1. 17. This light is indeed, in fome ſort, the 
| life and ſtrength of the Soul : where there is no 
| Agr, there 15 no life, no ſtrength. See Plal. 36.9. 
#h thee is the fountain of life, in thy light &C. 


2. They hare taſted the ſweetneſs of this /ight : 

. It 15 a pleaſant thing t9 behold the Sun : much more 

| to have the light, which cemes from the Sor of 

God, the Sun of Rizbteouſneſs. Mal. 4. 2. when-ſo- 

ever he ſhall ariſe upon the Soul; for there is al- 

ſo beeling in his ings, and ſuch ſhall go forth, end 

|. grow wp : it you would grow, labour for an 1a- 
creaſe of Spiritual Light, - 


3- They have ſeen ſomething of the enmity, 
and oppoſition of their hearts againſt the know- 
ledge of the Truth, and the Light of the Goſpel 
the heart naturally is. full of this enmity, and op- 
poſition. 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5. the true believer knows [a 
lJomething of this, of toe /fromg holds, of thole 
reaſonings, of thole bigh things, which exalt theme, | 
| Jelves ( in the Soul) againſt the Knowledge of 
| God, and the things of God : and he fees the x, 
more a need, anceceflity of Chr:f, of going to, [line 
. and cloſing with him, for: his help ; mans o-. of 4 
; eurad © 
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tural frame is that in Prov. 1. 29, he bates" life, 
but Chriſt teaches powerfully, commands the' | 
light co ſhine. 2 Cor. 4.6. | 


2. As a Prieſt : He is a Prieſt, and as ſucir to 
be: looked to, and cloſed with. Heb. 7. 17, 21. 
the Priefts work was to Offer Gifts and. Sacrifices 
for Sins. Heb. 5. 1. now _Cbrift Offered "up Him 
ſelf. Heb. 7. 27. His deſign thereim was' te teke 
awdy-our fm. x Joh. 3. 5. and hence be 5s the Pro- 
#itiation for our ſm. 1 Joh. 2. 2: 


| Chriſt Suffered for vs, in our 796», and fead : 
and for our Sn. 1 Pet. 2. 21, 24----that alſo Suf- 
fered for us---bis own ſelf bear our ſin---and chap. } 
1 3- 18. Chriſt alſo hath ojnice Suffered for Sins ; and WW? 
- ſhe hath fully ſatisfied for Sm, there is nothing i 
' Jleft for us to do in that matter, if there were, 
he would not be a perfe& Prizft, if he needed 
atiy of our help : and hence I ſay, we muft 
| [look to him, and to him only, for . pardon of 
" [/#1, and acceptante with G#d. Wherefore accept 
> [him and his righteouſneſs, and Sufferings, and all 
is well : And this is the next thing that. you 
are to be Exhorted to, and direed in. 


, And here conſider theſe things. ' 


x. Every ran, one as well as another, is in- 
clined naturally to ſeek +:gbreouſneſs, by the works 
1 of the Low, as they -— Rom. 9. 21, 32. arid 
{ | I% 
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' $6.4. titer. are. not at any time more addicted 
$o- their wile luffs, which they hardly patt with, 
than unto this ; how hard is it to bring perfors 
' off from their Lufts ? and it k as hard, or mort 
hacd in ſome reſpe&s, to bring them off from 
their own righteonſeſs ; it is ( and on fundry ac 
counts ) of the ewo more hard to deny righteons 
felf, then to deny ſinful ſelf : it is naturally ſo to 
any man,. and to all men. Do you find it thug, 
Fy 7 yau a ftranger to theſe things ? Confider 
urther, | 


.Z- If any. man think he be not frongly wn; 
ned 1his way ; it is becauſe he doth not know 
bimfelf,. and. becauſe the matter gever came in- 
deed co tryal,: in the Soul. Many there be 
that have a notional knowledge of the way elf ; 
the Goſpel, and they feem to fall in readily 
" with it, as the only way. But two things are 
to be conſidered, wherein they mits it. 


-- x. Thoſe.that chusg fall in with the way ol 
the Goſpel, do indeed. but abuſe it, while they 
fem to doſe with it ; they make it an A/jlum 
or Sandtuery, for them to ſhelter themſelves it 
while tm the mean time, they live in Si, ani 
fo fight againſt God, and ( as one faith ) the) 
zake the Light of the Goſpel, to let them fee by, t 
Sin the more ſecurely ; they ſecretly fight "4 
Ged with his own weapons : a deep itch .0l 
_ Weegit it bs, in which wavy huk, and If By. 


ahute") 


 Funtil a dreadful day diſcover . chem. And here | 


 Iconſider that nothing fets a man more againſt 

| Si, and ſtrengthens him in his Warfare, then a 

true diſcovery bf the way of the Goſpel. Tit.2.1t, 

($12. the Grace of God teaches us to deny ungodimeſs. 
2. ouch perſons never had the matter brou 


to tral, in their own Souls : perſons may think, : 
"that they can do this, or that, until the matter . 


be brought to 7rial, and then they find it other- 
wiſe, than they thought : fo here, the matter (in 
{this point ) was never brought to trial : - 5. e. they 
were never throughly cenvinced of Si : of the 


| itrineſs of the Law : their conſciefces ( what- 


ever convictions they have had ) were never 
| throughly enlightened, and awakened, they ne- 
| ver knew what. it was to have Sin revive in 
lf them, and to work death in them ; as he ſpeaks, 
| Rom.7.9, 13. to take hold on them, as Pſal. 40. 
i2. No, they would then know 'what he did 
"| mean, when he ſaid, bis heart did fait him, and 
he was not able-to look up : before a mans eyes 
are opened to fee himſelf, and his Sin, he can 
| Jook up well enough, his heart dow't fail him: bart 
when Sin is ſeen, there is a great change: i 


God do not ſome way or other uphold him, he- | 


4 ſinks into the loweſt bottom of deſpair, and n6 
1 man can help him. 
J 3. When perſons make 0bje#ions againſt be- 


4 lieving from their own /infulzeſs and wileneſs, it is | 
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& irom their ignorance of, and oppoſition againſt 
| the 2uay of the Geoſpe]: it is not, becauſe they are 
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| ceply bamvled, ( as fome may think ) but rathet 
-becauſe they are wr burnbled enough ; it is from 
;their. igvorance, and Spiritual Pride which ſtif pre- 

© Vails in them : to believe, is an At of Obedrence, £3 0:5: 

{ _ 2 Joh. 3.243. this zs bis Commandment, that we be- 

tree; and what Humility is that which leads us 
to diobey the Commandment of God ? you fay, 
perhaps that. you dare not believe, you dare not 
.caſt yourſelves upon Jeſus Chriſt, and you think 
you afe much humbled. ;. but the truth is, you are 
tull. of 3gnorance, and: Spiritual Pride, and-/in dan- 
ger of eternal ruin. See Mat. 16. x6. Joh. 3. ult: 
the wrath of God abides upon you, while you abide 
tn Unbelief: and abiding in that condition there 
is-no hope, nor help for.you: 

*.** 4 The way to have a Saviour is to accept 
him on free gift ; and conſider what ſhould 
hinder your acceptance. ( 1. ) Are your /#s 
many and great ? Chriſt hath done enough to 
Jatisfy for them. all... See 1a. x. 18. & FF. 7, 
SV, 9. The number and+ greatneſs of your fins, 
ſhonld not 1n the leaſt hinder you from'coming- 
to Chriſt : his Blood cleaneth from all [in. x Joh. 
Y. 7. All manner of (in. Math, 3x, You dif- 
honor. him, if you think otherwiſe ; and ſub- 
mirc - not to the way of the Second Covenant, 
and ſec not the vileneſs of fo doing : and wo 
to: you if you do not ſee, and bewail it, before 

you go hence and appear in another world: 

 { 2 ) Do you want a Righteouſneſs to' render 
you acceptable unjo God ? thy rightgouſneſs of 


Ovriff, 
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KChrif, which is the righteouſneſs. of God. Rom. 


I0.3. 15 a perfeft righteouſneſs, every way ſufficient. - 


FRev. 3.18. ( 3 ) Do you fay, but 1 do and 


Mihall [an ftill, Anſw. 'See 1 Joh. 2. 1, 2. If any 


| 


man ſin we have an Advocate with the father. One 
that is Every way able to plead, and manage our 
cale. ( 4 ) You obje&t, Oh |! but 1 cannct come 
fo, and believe on Feſus Chriff, Anſw. It is true 3 
put conſider what hinders you ? "ſhe main thing 
1s,you will not come to him. Joh.5.40.Rev.22.17- 
Whoſcever will let him come: The $ pirit .and theBride, 
ſay come, God & Chri#,and all that are friends 
to him, fay, Come, and if you do not, « 
15 becauſe your Will is not bowed there-unto ; 


and from your Tpnorance of Chrilt. Henee "the 
Exhortation is, Come- unto Feſus Chriſt. See Ia. 
FF- 1, 2- And here mind, firſt the invitation, 
Come, let him Come ; arife then, and Conn)\B- 


hold he calls thee ; even thee, whoever Thou 
art : and then mind the terms propoundeti\/a- F} 
gainſt which no Obje&ion can be made, except” 


what proceeds from Pride, Jpworance of, and/ Er 
mity again{t-the way of the Goſpel, Come with- 
out Money, avd Without price : have you no wor- 
thineſs, none at all ? than come without ; yea, 


ſo comg, or you will never come, or not aright- 


And why do you ſpend your labour for that »hioh 
is wot - bread; aud which ſati;fjath ms ! The 
things of this world are fach, and your own 
righteouſneſs is ſuch : you would fain make your 
{lves better F out y ou lajepr ww vain, you Can 
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never do it : when will you ſe the fruitleſnek, 
folly, and ſinfulneſs of your own' way ? And 
if any obſtinately ſtand out, they muſt periſh : 
yea the Lord faith, ſet them periſh z3 he will 
not pitty. them. 2 Cor. 16. 22. Let them be 
' Anathema Maranatha ; it is juſt they ſhould, and 
they muſt periſh for ever and ever. 


3. Jeſus Chriſt is a King, and as ſuch te 
be ſubmitted to, and is fo, where true!Fa3th is : 
and this ſubmiſſion alſo you are to be exhorted 
fo, and dirz&ed in. Concerning which I will 
expreſs my lelf thus. | 


1. Jeſus Chriſt is a King : as he Is a Prophet 


{ ©. x Tim. 6. 14, 15. x Cor. 15. 25. He is the 
bs. bleſſed. and only potentate, the King of Kings and 
'Lord. of Lords, and he muſt reign : amd Yet his 
Kingdom come, OP n2 6 


2. We muſt ſubmit to his Goverwment : he 
muſt rule us ; diſpence to us, diſpoſe of us, and 
of all that doth concern us, as he will : and he 
that will be his diſciple muſt depy -b:mſeif, take 
up his Creſs and fellow him. Matth. 16. 24. This 
is difficult, and yet it muſt be done, ane that 
daily, Luk. 9. 23. This ſubmitting is in a low 

degree in fome of the Children of God : but 


where there is nothing of it, there Is no true 
faich, And he. lives the ſweeteſt life of all, that 


and a Prieſt, 1o he is a King. Plal. 2. 6. AR. 17. 
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lives moſt in a a real ,reſignation of himſelf, and ! 
of all his concerns, incv the hands 'of Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſubmitting all unto the will, and wiſdong 
of this King of Kings : and this is to be en- 
deavoured by all that proteſs faith - in Chriff 
Jeſus. » To believe in him, and rebel againſt him, 
how do theſe agree ? or to ſay, he ſhall be 
King, but yet not rule us : but we will direct 
him in his dealings with us, or with ours, or 
ts with the Church of God. Jt is certain thatF 
S:F there are many that rejet the Government of 
df Chriſt, and hence whatever they pretend, thei#! 
uy Faith is not right. And when I have opened 
this a little, you will further ſee what ic is 
that I exhort, and dire& you to, "2 


a 


LA 
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£ x. Some do openly and manifeſtly reje2 tha 1 
ef » Government of Chriſt Jeſus : they live 1n oper 3 
4 rebellion againſt him. . Iſa. 3. 9. They prafticallf® 
f lay as Luk. 19. 14, 27. We will not have till 4 
man to rewn over us 3 and he calls them hwy 
Enemies, Some do openly, ar.d maniteſtly caly- 
off his Government. ( 1 ) Sometimes by livin 
in fins of Commiſſion. ( 2 ) Sometimes by livirg j 
in ſins ot Om; when they will not atten; 
to every known guty. T.uk. 1.6, They did wal; 
in all the Ordinances, and Commandments of ft 
Lord : when any known dnty, or 01Ginance BY; 
Chriſt is negleted, and men cont;nue fo to Af 
how doth Chnilt rule in (cm ;5 do not _thij= 
calt off his yoke ? 
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2. Some, do ſecretly caſt off his Government . 
| Hough they make an outward profeſſion of Re- 
 ligion, and be outwardly conformable unto his- 
haws .; yet inwardly they reje&t him, and caft 
of his Government. Thus do many, as, 


- X.ouch as live in any particulat known fin, 
though it be ſecret : thus do many. 2 King. 
27.9. There js ſecret Drunkenneſs, and ſecret 
menres, and ſecret negle&s of duties, and 
Cloſet work : now when perſons live in ſecret 
ms, they do really though not manifeſtly caſt 
off the yoke and Government of Chrift. Eph. 
F-12. # is a ſhame to ſpeck what ſome do in 
Jecret. And what ſome do actually, others do 
In their ſecrex thoughts and cogitations : there 


8s heart Adultery, and heart Murder, and heart | the 
Pride, and the like ; little or nothing of which {or 
appears owzwaraly : but the day comes, when vel 


the bidder things of darkneſs, ſhall be brought to no 
$:52t, and the counſels of the heart made manifeſt. oo 
x Cor. 4. 5. And then it will be ſeen that Gt 
many that now carry a fair face among men, th 
are abominable Creatnres. Ny of oy On | 


2. ouch as are not at all kept at work with 
veer own hearts day by day : theſe ſecretly 
alt off his Government : it appears thus'; our 
reat work every day is with our own hearts, . 
hd we mult 2varch them, and keep them for 
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Chriſt, ' He hath-$ commanded, Prov. 4 23. 
The heart is the Temple of Ged in which he 
deſires to dwell ; and we muſt endeavonr © 
keep it for him, leaſt we prove treacherous and 
craitors. See I Cor, 3. 16, 17. We may talk 
of truſting in him, but we deceive our felves ; 
we have faith, but it is a Dead faith. It is 
in vain to cry, Hail Maſter, to make a fair 
Profeſſion, while our hearts are in a manner 
only a poſleflion of unclean, or vain things. 


| 3+ Stich as quarrel with croſſes and affliffions. 
Amos 3.6. no evil in the City, but the Lord bath 


done it 3 no croſs but he hath ſent it; it is bis croſs; *s 


now when perſons will not take up the Croſs, 
but their hearts will break, before their wills will 
bow, how doth Chriſt now reign, and rule in 
their hearts? it is true, much unſubduedneſs 15 ity 


ſome of the Children-of God, even FJenahb was - | Y 


very froward. ch. 4. 9. but when ' perſons will 
not labour to ly under the will of Chriſt, & 1o to 
&o is Rot precious to them ; truly they caſt off his 
Government, and may conſider whether -or mot 
there is cauſe to fear that he will reje&, and caſt 
off them at laſt, as ſuch as would not deny them + 
ſelves, and ſubmit to his Crofs. 


4+. Such as ſeem to ſubmit themſelves unto the 
vill of Chriſt, but not by the power of Chriſt : 
what they do is by their own power, and ability :__ 


this is to bring in a forreign power ſecretly, and 
Y- 2s | | PLA 
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 Chriff is not King in that Soul, he doth not reion 
there. See 2 Thel. x. 11, 12, He muſt work all, 
' by bis power, that he may be glorified. Now 
conſider this ; you fay, you do this or that, and 
you ſnbmit to the will of God, but by what 
power 2? 15 it by the power of Chriſt? you will ic 
may be, ſay, Zes : but I anfwer, conſider it well: 
if it be, then the more you. attain, the weaver 
and Jeſſer you will be in your own eyes, as Pal 
that had attained unto mwch, yet faith, I am n- 
thing. 2 Cor. 12. 11. do you find it thus ? as I 
. may ſay, gaining one way, and Jooſmg another, 

growing greater, and yet withal growing leſs? un- 
Gerftand aright, and conſider it, 


F- Such as ſzema to ſubmit to Chriſt, but nat 
our of reſpefF, and love to Chriſt, but in all they 
do, they ſeek themſelves, as they did. Zech. 7. 
5,6. did you do it unto me, even unto me. SO here, 
you read, you pray, you do many things, which 
Chriſt commands ; did not Herod as much. 
dark 6. 20. but it the Lord lay at laft, did you | 
os it unto me, even unto me, that will be faid. | 
Again, ſome ſeem to ſubmit under Crofles, and 
Afflitions, but ſometimes it is rather hardneſs of 
heart, than ſubmiftion ; they cry not when be binds 
, - them; they deſpiſe the Chaſtiſement of the Lord ; 

| then ſeem to ſubmit: in other-ſome it is 
 - more from natural temper, than from Grace. 

And often there is no Subrmiſion, where joke 
| ven / 
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feem to be a great deal; and that which is aF 
great tryel to one man, is none at all to another. Y © 


Now to cloſe, and ſhut up all that I ſhall fay} * 
on this SubjeR, conſider only this word $ wiz. if » 
your Faith be feund at laſt to be a Dead "Faith,}Y - 
it will be dreadful: for conſider what elſe might 
be ſaid. | 


1- Theſe few Sermons will be fo many Wie-! 
r, weſſes agajalt you that have hearcG them ; they 


- & will riſe up in Judgment againſt you : He that: 
| Uttered them, and all they alſo that profited by], .. 

them, ſhall appear in Fudgmes! againſt you ; 
t and perhaps theſe and thoſe whom you now 
/ deſpiſe, ſhall one day be your Fadges. x Cor. 6. 24} | 


2. It ſhall then appear that you had means of} © 
| Conviftion : but you would not fee that you beldJ 
| faft deceit, as they did. Jer. 8. 5. that you would J :; 
not come unto the light ; now it may be, you J- 
| fay, you are willing to lee, but then it will ap-] 
pear, thgt you refuſed Convition ; and being Þ 
evil, choſe darkneſs rather than light, and indeed 
torment the more intollerable : you may now 


bated knowledge. Prov. 1. 29. * 
negleRt Sabbaths, and make light of Sermons, and 
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3- Your Damnation will be the greater, your 
Hell the hotter, your puniſhment the heavier, and 
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A Dead Faith Anatomized; 
Don forget all Searching Truths ; but there is a 
day coming, when pemſons hall be judged, ac- 
Fording to what they have been, and done 
| nd means of Grace which they have enjoyed : 
we is good fo think much of that great and 
Mreadiul day, and thereby be ſtirred up to labour 
gor,and tomake ſure of, A Faith in Chrif, which 
vill not at laſt be found a Dead. Faith; all ſuch 
Will be Led forth with *Workers of Iniquity : as 
Pla). x25. ult. whoſe Faith is when tried, but 
Dead Faith. T.et your great care be to be 
Sound in the Faith, as the phraſe js. Tit. 1. 13. 
'Fand Examine ' your ſelves dayly, whether you be 
#2 the Faith ; prove your own ſelves. 2 Cor. 13. 
'|t5. all we can do here, is little enough to pre- 
{ pare and provide for that ove hour of Death ; 


| Erhat time when we muſt go hence, and be 
{no more ſeen in this World. 
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